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EGONOMIC UPLOAD

4G wireless broadband service will boost the
economy by up to 1 trillion baht over the next
five years, says regulator. B4

NBTC: 4G to generate
B1tn over five years

Mobile revolution will
boost overall economy

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The mass-market fourth-generation (4G)
wireless broadband service will boost the
economy by up to 1 trillion baht over the
next five years, says the regulator.

The deployment of 4G mobile infra-
structure is also expected to handle more
data more efficiently, transforming Thai-
land into an innovative economy, said Col
Settapong Malisuwan, vice-chairman of
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

“4G mobile networks will generate up
to 1 trillion baht for the overall economy
and ICT-related businesses by 2020,
he said.

The 3G network deployment has gen-
erated 470 billion baht for the economy
since 2013.

A study by the NBTC's telecom com-
mittee showed that 4G will generate 119
billion baht in telecom business by 2020,
another 114 billion for the macro econ-
omy, 284 billion in the capital market and
financial investments, 50.6 billion in 4G
use and 109 billion in mobile transactions.

The 4G network deployment will also
generate 18.2 billion baht for the enter-
tainment sector, 37.4 billion for education,
5 billion for social welfare activities and
111 billion for the public health sector.

It will also help generate electronic

waste-related businesses worth 76 mil-
lion baht.

Col Settapong said last month's mara-
thon 4G auction for the 1800-MHz spec-
trum fetched a combined 80.9 billion baht
for the two licences, with each licence
having 15 MHz of bandwidth.

The regulator will auction another two
licences for the 900-MHz spectrum on Dec
15, with each licence containing 10 MHz
of bandwidth.

“The number of 4G subscribers on the
1800-MHz spectrum alone is expected
to reach 20 million in 2016,” Col Set-
tapong said.

“The number of mobile subscriptions
will top 170 million in 2016, up from 100
million this year”

Col Settapong said the big trends in 4G

The use of 4G
services is
expected to be
rampant and boost
the economy.
PATTANAPONG
HIRUNARD

mobile applications next year will be video
streaming, social commerce, mobile
games, mobile advertising, big data, cloud
services and machine-to-machine com-
munication or the Internet of Things.

He believes mobile operators will
have to own more and more telecom
bandwidth, both low and high bands, to
maintain their service quality and accom-
modate increasing data traffic.

The low band comprises those spec-
trum ranges below 1000 MHz, while the
upper band contains those beyond 1000
MHz including the 1800-MHz and 2100-
MHz bands.

Col Settapong said mobile operators
would need to hold a variety of spectrum
bands, especially when 5G technology is
expected to be launched in 2020.
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NBTC plans to

reassign part
of 1500MHz
spectrum

TOT AND CHEVRON'S
SPECTRA TO BE
PROVIDED FOR
CELLULAR SERVICE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) plans to reassign the 1500-
megahertz spectrum used by TOT
and two local units of Chevron to
cellular service.

TOT uses 35.15MHz of the fre-
quency for rural telephone and sig-
nal transmission services, while
Chevron Thailand Exploration and
Production and Chevron Offshore
(Thailand) use 28 MHz each for sur-
veying and petroleum production.

TOT has informed the
Information and Communication
Technology Ministry of its plan to
provide mobile-phone services on
1500MHz.

Thanapant Raichareon, deputy
NBTC secretary-general, said yes-
terday that Thailand and 10 other
countries had supported the stan-
dardisation of the 1500MHz spec-
trum for telecom service during the
World Radiocommunication

News ID: C-151211003018 (11 Dec 15/06:16)

&Y iQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

Conference in Geneva, Switzerland,
last month.

The NBTC will take four years to
rearrange this spectrum.

Thailand is also keen to reallo-
cate the 700MHz spectrum used for
digital and analog TV to wireless
broadband.

The NBTC will have to wait until
2023, when Channel 7’s concession
expires, to be able to reclaim this
spectrum. Channel 7’s concession is
the longest.

The NBTC has auctioned off
many spectra for telecom service
since they can generate hugeincome
for the state.

The NBTC will put two licences
for the 900MHz spectrum up for
bidding on Tuesday after success-
fully auctioning off two licences for
1800MHz last month.

In 2018, 45MHz of bandwidth
from the 1800MHz spectrum and
10MHz from 850MHz will be
freed up for auction when the two
concessions of Total Access
Communi-cation (DTAC) come to
an end.

The watchdog will also put the
2.3-gigahertz, 2.6GHzand 450MHz
bands on the block in the future.

TOT currently holds 60MHz of
bandwidth from the 2.3GHz spec-
trum, while MCOT holds 190MHz
from 2.6GHz.
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Thai Nescafe heir denies
takeover talks with Thai TV

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE HEIR tothe Thai Nescafe coffee throne
is still eveing the digital TV business but is
not negotiating with the owner of the Thai
TV and Loca stations, which have been
ordered tosuspendtheirbroadcasting by the
regulator.

“I am in talks with several terrestrial dig-
ital TV operators about the possibility of
becomingapartofthisbusiness, but notwith
Thai TV Company,” Chalermchai
Mabhagitsiri, chiefexecutive officerof
Four One One Entertainment, said
on Tuesday. )

Chalermchai did notelaborateon
either investment or partnerships |}
with existing players, but said he did g
not plan to make any soap operas.

This appears to shoot down a

report claiming that Chalermchai CHALERMCHAI

had negotiated with media veteran
Pantipa“Sister Tim” Sakulchai about the pos-
sibility of taking over her business after it
faced difficulties in operations.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission froze Thai
TV's two broadcasting licences because the
company refused to pay the second instal-
mentoftheupfrontlicencefee and theannu-
al licence fee.

Chalermchai said he was passionate about
making films and organising foreign con-
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certs. “I am still interested in the digital ter-
restrial TV business,” he said.

Two years ago, the son of Pravudh, who is
ranked 18th-wealthiestin the countrythanks
to his fortune  generated by
coffeeventures and the steel business, decid-
ed to take his two companies to the country’s
first auction of 24 commercial digital TV
licences. Four One One Entertainment
applied for a licence for a standard-defini-
tionvariety channel, while PM Group aimed
for a high-definition variety channel.

However, both companies failed to
|| score because of the intense compe-
| tition among key rivals.

Four One One Entertainment is
focusing onshow-business and event
organisation. It is strong in import-

L i . farenis e 1 .
| g roreign concerts and arranging

v fan meetings for local viewers.

Next month, the company will
hold the “Change Music Connection
Presents Gravity Thailand 2016
Arcadia - The Bangkok Takeover”.

Theshows areacombination of pyrotech-
nics, circus performances, lightingand sound
shows, and electronicdance music. Theevent
will be staged in Lumpini Square, formerly
the Suan Lum Night Bazaar.

Four One One is amember of PM Group,
a privately held Thai conglomerate engaged
in industrial products, consumer goods,
development, golf courses, entertainment,
education and investment.
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