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Armed Forces

sue NBTC over
master plan

OPPOSE SHARING OF
SPECTRUM RANGE
WITH AMATEUR
RADIO OPERATORS

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE ROYAL Thai Armed Forces
Headquarters recently filed an
unprecedented lawsuit against the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission
(NBTC) with the Central
Administrative Court over the tele-
com watchdog’s overall spectrum
master plan, which would pave the
way for amateur radio operators to
share the Armed Forces’ 50-
54MHz spectrum range.

Currently the Armed Forces
alone use this band, while amateur
radio operators use other bands.
However, the master plan opens
the way for amateur radio opera-
tors to use the Armed Forces’band.
The plan states that amateur radio
operators would be able to use the
band once a study proves that their
use will not affect the Armed
Forces.

According to its complaint to
the court, the Armed Forces want
the watchdog to remove such a pro-
vision for amateur radio operators
in the master plan, which took
effect last September. The plain-
tiffs include the Supreme
Command, Army, Navy, and Air
Force.

The Armed Forces said that dur-
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ing the NBTC public hearing on
the draft of the latest master plan,
mostofthe hearing attendants said
that such a provision for amateur
radio operators should be removed
from the draft.

However, the NBTC declined to
take this majority opinion into
account.

The court has already sum-
moned the disputed parties to see
if the court should hear the case.
The court has already heard from
the NBTC and is waiting to hear
from the Armed Forces.

The NBTC office has asked its
telecom committee what it plans
to doifthe courtdecidestohearthe
case.

The office asked if the commit-
tee would choose to fight the case
in the court or remove such a pro-
vision from the master plan.

The telecom committee will
meet to discuss this issue on
Tuesday.

One NBTC commissioner said
the watchdog might choose to
have a court issue a ruling on the
case.

At present, the number of ama-
teurradiousersin Thailand is esti-
mated to be around 400,000
nationwide.

They are using other bands for
their communications.

The International Telecom
Union defined the spectrum range
of 50-54 MHz as the standard band
for amateur radio.

A sourcefrom the amateur radio
sector said the operators are hope-
ful that they could use such a band
in the future.
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Seven digital TV operators ‘may break even this year’

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

AMID FIERCE industry competi-
tion, up to seven of the 17 terrestrial
digital TV broadcasters are likely to
break even this year, the industryreg-
ulator has said.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting  and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), cited research that found
broadcasters would suffer losses in
the first three to five years of opera-
tions.

The same thing happened in
France when it kicked off digital TV
broadcasting in 2005, Natee said.

He said that while digital TV
broadcastersin France took fouryears
to boost the number of households

accessible to digital channels to 36
per cent of total households, Thai
broadcasters could achieve the same
rate in one and a halfyears.

He attributed part of the success
in Thailand to the NBTC’s tools to
supportthe country’stransitfromthe
analogue TV era to the digital one,
such as the giving away coupons
worth Bt690 so households could
purchase equipment to view digital
TV channels.

He is confident that the number of
households watching digital TV will
surge to 60 per cent of total house-
holds this year. So he said it was pos-
sible six or seven digital TV broad-
casters would break even this year.

Natee opposed a suggestion that
the watchdog seek an order from the
junta to empower it to revoke digital
TV broadcasting licences so bank
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guarantees broadcasters placed with
the NBTC were not seized by banks.

He added that struggling broad-
casters should seek strong content to
woo viewers or seek strategic part-
ners to improve their operations.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC, said recently that
the watchdog would form a panel in
a bid to seek proper ways to save
struggling digital-TV broadcasters as
part of its goal this year to speedily
clear up outstanding problems.

The panel will comprise all 24
holders of digital terrestrial TV
licences, all five members of the
NBTC broadcasting committee, and
representatives of the Finance
Ministry, the Office of the Attorney-
General, the Council of State and the
banks that guaranteed the 24 oper-
ators.

This panel will meet every week to
hear industry complaints and possi-
ble solutions to issues and determine
ifthe suggestions of operators can be
put into practice.

The possible solutions must be
selected within 90 days and forward-
ed to Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-
cha for consideration.

Thai TV Co - the operator of the
Thai TV digital news station and the
MVTV family channel - is an exam-
ple of a broadcaster suffering in the
intensely competitive digital-TV
market.

Both digital channels run by Thai
TV Co were ordered off air in
November after the company refused
to pay the second instalment of the
upfront licence fee and the annual
licence fee because it wanted to sur-
render its two licences.
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