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MORE BIDDING

Government wants MCOT to return almost
half its existing 2600MHz broadcasting
spectrum for auctions next year. B3

MCOT asked to return
2600MHz bandwidth

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government wants MCOT Plc to return
almost half of its existing 2600-mega-
hertz broadcasting spectrum for auctions
next year.

At least 60MHz of a total of
144MHz of bandwidth on the
2600MHz spectrum should be
reallocated through auctions to
provide fourth-generation (4G)
wireless broadband service,
said the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

The call came after a meet-
ing yesterday between the
NBTC and the MCOT presi-
dent, chaired by deputy prime
minister ACM Prajin Juntong.
ACM Prajin is also a member of the ad hoc
national digital economy committee.

MCOT holds 144MHz of bandwidth on
the 2600MHz spectrum to provide pay-TV
services. The state-owned broadcaster
pledged to return some bandwidth to
the NBTC to serve development of a digi-
tal economy, but no resolution has been
reached on compensation.

“To be fair, MCOT should receive
proper compensation for the return,” said
ACM Prajin.

However, he said the NBTC could not
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Prajin: Compensation
needs to be fair

determine an appropriate compensation
plan for MCOT as the regulator has to wait
for the new NBTC law expected to come
into effect in July.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith said the sector would need at
least 690MHz of bandwidth
to develop 4G and 5G ser-
vices efficiently by 2021.
Mobile operators in Thailand
provide services on a com-
bined 250MHz of bandwidth
over several spectrum ranges.

The NBTC initially plans to
auction three licences for the
60MHz of bandwidth on the
2600MHz spectrum to pro-
vide 4G service, each contain-
ing 20MHz.

“The 2600MHz spectrum is
the most compatible for data service,” said
Mr Takorn.

He said the regulator planned to auc-
tion four more spectra by 2020 to accom-
modate skyrocketing mobile data com-
munication demand, paving the way
for 5G technology.

The four spectrum ranges used
now comprise 850, 700, 1500 and 1800MHz,
the latter of which is operated by Total
Access Communication (DTAC) under
a concession in order to provide 2G
mobile service.
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MCOT plans
pay-TV service
using 4G techno

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

MCOT plans to launch a pay-TV service using
fourth-generation wireless broadband tech-
nology on its 2.6-gigahertz spectrum, compa-
ny president Sivaporn Chomsuwan said yes-
terday.

“We will work with our business partner
Playwork for the launch of the service on
2.6GHz soon and will submit the plan to the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission for consideration,” he said.

MCOT has signed a contract with Playwork
to have the latter operate the planned pay-TV
service for 15 years on arevenue-sharing basis.

Sivaporn said Playwork was talking with all
mobile operators on possible cooperation on a
4G network for the service. One of them is
reportedly Advanced Info Service. MCOT itself
does not have a 4G network.

“This service will boost MCOT revenue,” he
said.

MCOT will talk with Playwork on the
amount ofbandwidth on the 2.6 GHz spectrum
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&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

needed to operate the pay-TV service, and the
rest will be handed over to the NBTC. MCOT
might need only 35-50MHz to provide the
service.

Yesterday the NBTC held talks with Deputy
Prime Minister Prajin Juntong and MCOT on
the plan to reallocate part of MCOT's 2.6GHz
for auction, which is expected to take place
early next year.

Prajin said MCOT held 144MHz of the
2.6GHz spectrum and wanted to hand over
part of it for auction to provide 4G service.
However, the NBTC will have to pay compen-
sation to MCOT.

He added that the MCOT plan to hand over
the spectrum needed to wait for the new NBTC
law, which will allow state agencies to hand over
their spectra for auction in return for com-
pensation.

The government is drafting the legislation
and is expected to take around six months to
complete the process.

“Currently Thailand has only 250MHz of
bandwidth assigned for telecommunication
purposes, while technically the total should be
690MHz,” Prajin said.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith
said the commission and MCOT would coor-
dinate on the plan to hand part of the 2.6GHz
spectrum over.

There is a total of 168MHz of bandwidth on
the 2.6GHz spectrum, of which MCOT holds
144MHzand the Public Relations Department
holds the rest.
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Panel gets complaints
over Z Pay TV's demise

THE NATION

MORE THAN a million GMM Z
pay-TV subscribersareexpectedto
be unhappy when the Z Pay TV
channel is pulled off the air on
Monday.

“We've already received some
complaints from GMM Z sub-
scribersbecause they couldn’tcon-
tact the company at its call centre
for further details on the changes,”
Supinya Klangnarong, chair-
woman of the National
Broadecasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission’s committee
on consumer rights protection,
said yesterday.

Thepanel has called forrespon-
sibility from the pay-TV operator.

The pull-out of Z Pay TV, which
is now available on GMM Z boxes
plugged into KU- and C-band
satellite TV dishes, could have a
severe impact on at least a million
viewers, she said.

This figure was based on 4 mil-
lion GMM Z satellite TV receivers
outin the market.

Supinyarequested thatthe par-
ties, including GMM B and GMM
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Z,takeresponsibility by preparing
necessary information about the
changeand aremedyfor their cus-
tomers.

Z Pay TV is operated by GMM
7., while GMM B is the distributor
of GMM Z satellite TV boxes. Both
GMM B and GMM Z were
acquired last year from GMM
Grammy by CTH - the leading
subscription-based TV operator.

Remedial measures

Supinya said her panel would
propose to the weekly meeting of
the NBTC’s broadcasting com-
mitteethatitissueanorderortake
action against both companies as
remedial measures in support of
their customers.

“For those affected by this
change, I suggest that they lodge
complaints via the NBTC’s 1200
call-centre number.

“I am happy to help by coordi-
nating with the Foundation for
Consumers for further support.
The foundation can help them if
they want to sue the company for
justice,” she said.
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