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Thai TV in
vow to defy

NBTC

Chief seeks injunction
over B1.78bn demand

NANAT SUCHIVA

Cash-strapped Thai TV Co has filed a
petition with the Central Administrative
Court seeking an injunction to protect its
bank guarantee from being seized by the
broadcasting regulator after its two digital
TV channel licences were revoked early
this month.

The company, led by president Pantipa
Sakulchai, warned of a long court battle
with the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
and said it would not comply with any of
its orders or resolutions, especially the
forced payment.

The court hearing for its injunction
request will be held next Tuesday.

The NBTC has demanded Thai TV pay
its remaining auction fees and interest
totalling 1.78 billion baht by mid-March
after the revocation of the licences on Feb
4. A notice was sent on Feb 12.

The company placed a letter of guaran-
tee issued by Bangkok Bank with the NBTC
when it was officially awarded the licences
for the Loca children’s channel and a news
channel in early 2014,

“We will not pay until the court makes
a final ruling,” said Suchart Chomsakul, a
lawyer for Thai TV.

The company also has a pending court
case with the NBTC at the Central Admin-
istrative Court. It filed a lawsuit blamingthe
NBTC for failing to facilitate a smooth digital
TV transition and causing its poor viewer-
ship and business performance. It demands
713 million baht in compensation.

Thai TV says it has faced a loss of 1 billion
baht in running the two channels, which
went off the air on Dec 1.
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Mrs Pantipa yesterday broke her silence
to say her company did not violate any of
the NBTC's rules.

“Everything that went wrong with Thai
TVisdue to the NBTC's negligence to facili-
tate a smooth digital TV transition. That's
why our two channels had poor viewership
and we faced financial bleeding,’ she said.

After the digital TV auctions in Decem-
ber 2013, the NBTC failed to support the 24
channel operators, she said.

Mrs Pantipa said digital TV operators
made a 10-point proposal to the NBTC's
working committee last month. Among
their requests were a push for the dis-
tribution of the remaining 11.9 million
subsidy coupons, the use of multiple TV
ratings, enforcement of channel number-
ing, postponement of the third auction fee
instalment due on May 22 and the return
of licences.

“Untilnow, the NBTC cannot even push
any single issue as a real measure to help
digital TV operators,” she said.

Mrs Pantipa has kept a low profile since
Thai TV defaulted on the second instalment
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Thai TV Co wins two digital TV
channel licences, Loca
{children’s)and THY {news), for
a total of 1.98 hillion baht.

Thai TV Co enters a partnership
with Post TV Co, the
broadcasting arm of Post
Publishing, for its THY news
channel's content supply.

Partnership with Post TV ends
due to differences on news
policy. THV channel is
renamed Thai TV.

MV Television Co signs an
agreement with Thai TV Coto
rent 40% of airtime of Loca
channel

Thai TV Co fails to pay the
second instalment of auction
fees worth 288 million baht. It
sends the NBTC a letter
showing intention to return the
two licences.

Thai TV Co seeksa court
injunction to prevent NETC from
appropriating its bank guarantee.

Thai TV Co fails to secure
business partners.

Loca and Thai TV channels
go off the air.

Licences of the two channels
are revoked.
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ofauction fees of 288 million baht last May.

She sought a court injunction on June
30 to prevent the NBTC from claiming her
bank guarantee for the defaulted payment.
The courtconvinced both sides to compro-
mise, and the NBTC gave Thai TV achance
to find strategic partners by Nov 2 to help
shore up the TV operation.

It could not find a partner, and the two
channels went off the air.

Mrs Pantipa sald Thai TV could not
find a partner because a potential investor
changed its mind at the last minute after the
regulator passed a resolution to demand
Thai TV pay the overdue fees on Nov 2.

Thai TV sent a letter to the NBTC
showing its strong intention to return the
two channel licences and end its digital
TV operations.

Mrs Pantipa reaffirmed there had
been no layoffs for nearly 500 staff at the
two channels.

Her magazine business and entertain-
ment TV programme TV Pool Live, aired
on Channel 5, are still doing well.
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Pantipa Sakulchai, centre, president of Thai TV Co, along with Suchat Chomkul, left, her legal

adviser, insist that the company did no wrong in relinquishing its two digital terrestrial TV
licences, at a press conference yesterday to kick off their fight against the authorities.

Thai TV blasts
NBTC after
licences revoked

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THAI TV Co yesterday came out swinging at
thebroadcasting regulator, saying it would not
allow the NBTC to cash in its bank guarantee
and would not hand over Bt1.75 billion for
upfront licence fees after receiving a notice of
licence revocation.

“We did no wrong in refusing to pay the
remaining instalments of the upfront licence
fees and annual licence fee.

“It’s the full responsibility of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission to create a digital terrestrial TV
market completely safe and sound for new
players,” said media veteran Pantipa “Sister
Tim” Sakulchai, president of Thai TV.

To protest against this administrative
order, the company has petitioned the Central
Administrative Court to issue a temporary
injunction.

Pantipa claimed that the NBTC had failed
to marshal the transition from analog to dig-
ital TV in line with the national master plan.

Theregulator also broke some ofits prom-
ises to the industry, such as creating public
awareness about this transition and other
issues related to channel numbering and TV
rating measurement, shesaid. The publicstill
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remained in the dark about digital TV.
Thai TV Co decided last year to return its

licences to run news channel Thai TV and
another channel for children and families
called Loca, which was later renamed MVTV
Family, after refusing to pay the Bt288-mil-
lion second instalment of its upfront licence
fee as well as the annual fee.

Last week, Thai TV Co received written
notice of the revocation of the licences, which
had been suspended for 90 days pending pay-
ment. Thenotice also demanded full payment
of the remaining five instalments of the
upfront licence fees worth Bt1.63 billion plus
value-added tax as well as the unpaid annu-
al licence fees and a daily fine of Bt60,000
within 30 days. But if Thai TV failed to
respond, the bank guarantor, Bangkok Bank,
should assume this responsibility.

To protest against the NBTC’s decision,

Suchat Chomkul, legal adviser for Thai TV,
said his company had yesterday asked the
Central Administrative Court to void the
NBTC’s order and issue a temporary injunc-
tion on Monday because the company would
not allow the commission to claim the bank
guarantee.

Suchat said the court planned to hold its
first hearing on the case on Tuesday.

Thai TV has been completely blacklisted
from any broadcasting activities, but Pantipa
still continues to produce and supply full TV
programmies to the “44 TV Pool Movie Hits”
satellite TV station under a revenue-sharing
agreement. She acknowledged that her son’s
company Thai TV Pool was now applying for
a broadcasting licence to run a new free-to-
air satellite TV channel.
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NLA APPROVES EXTRA
BUDGET OF BT56 BN

The National Legislative Assembly
(NLA) took three hours to give a green
light to an additional expenditure
budget totalling Bt56 billion.

Deputy Prime Minister Somkid
Jatusripitak said the government last
fiscal year earned additional revenue
from the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
auction of fourth-generation telecom
bandwidth and agreed to use this
windfall to drive national reformand
strengthen the country’s foundations.

Of the additional budget, no more
than Bt47.66 billion will be for expen-
diture of public agencies, state enter-
prises and others for Thailand’s eco-
nomic restructuring and improve-
ment of the nation’s competitiveness,
and Bt8.34 billion will be repaid to the
treasury reserves.
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