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Headline: Court rejects union petition

Clip: Full Color

Court rejects
union petition

The Central Administrative Court
yesterday dismissed a petition by
CAT Telecom’s labour union that
sought to stop the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) auctioning
two licences on the 1800-mega-
hertz spectrum last week.

The court ruled that the union
had suffered no direct damage as a
result of the NBTC's auction.

The union filed a petition with
the court against the national tel-
ecom regulator one day before the
1800-MHz auction took place.

The union claimed the NBTC
had no authority to auction 30 MHz
ofthe 1800-MHz spectrum because
CAT was awarded the right to hold
the entire 75 MHz bandwidth of the
frequency until 2025 by the now-
defunct National Telecommunica-
tions Commission.
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Headline: DTAC moves to settle CAT spectrum deal
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MOVING ON

DTAC wants to upgrade its unused bandwidth
on the existing 1800-MHz spectrum for 4G
service after its recent failed licence bid. B3

DTAC moves
to settle CAT
spectrum deal

Company seeks idle
bandwidth for 4G use

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Total Access Communication Plc (DTAC)
is rushing to conclude negotiations with
its concession owner CAT Telecom to
upgrade its unused bandwidth on the
existing 1800-megahertz spectrum for
providing 4G service.

The move comes after the country’s
second-largest mobile operator failed to
win an 1800-MHz licence to provide next-
generation wireless broadband service.

“We are eager for an approval to be
settled soon,” said Prathet Tankuranun,
chief technology officer of DTAC.

The company has asked CAT to let it
use 20 MHz of unused bandwidth on the
1800-MHz spectrum to provide 4G service
under the 2G mobile concession terms.

DTAC has 50 MHz of bandwidth on
the 1800-MHz spectrum. The company is
using 25 MHz on the spectrum to provide
2G mobile service.

DTAC returned the unused 5 MHz, out
of 25 MHz, of spectrum to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) for last week’s auc-
tions, under a trade-off that let DTAC
upgrade 10 MHz of bandwidth on the
existing 1800-MHz spectrum for provid-
ing 4G service.

The company has the remaining 15
MHz on the frequency reserved for 2G
mobile service.

Mr Prathet said that while DTAC failed
to secure a 4G licence, the company
already provides 4G service on the 1800-

News ID: C-151119001070 (19 Nov 15/05:32)
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MHz spectrum with 700 base stations.

“We aim for at least 10 million users
to migrate from our 3G network on the
2100-MHz spectrum to the 4G network
on the 1800-MHz band by 2016,” he said.

The 1800-MHz spectrum auctions
ended with prices far beyond the real
spectrum value, in DTAC's view.

“We [DTAC] estimated the value of
the spectrum at 17 billion baht, about
the same as our last bidding price,” Mr
Prathet said.

DTAC plans to increase the number of
4G base stations on the 1800-MHz spec-
trum to 1,800 sites this month, covering

mainly Bangkok and suburban areas.

DTAC’s 4G operating costs under the
current 30%-revenue sharing deal with
CAT are still lower than the costs on the
1800-MHz spectrum if DTAC had won a
4G licence, Mr Prathet said.

Unlike mobile leader Advanced Info
Service, DTAC has abundant bandwidth
resources for providing 4G service. AIS
has the least amount of spectrum.

In the worst-case scenario, Mr Prathet
said DTAC could migrate its existing 3
million 2G customers on 15 MHz of the
1800-MHz spectrum to its other networks.
The company could ask the NBTC to
upgrade the bandwidth on the spectrum
to provide 4G service.

DTAC's share price has fallen 10.7%
since the 1800-MHz auctions finished on
Nov 12, closing at 50 baht yesterday.

Jasmine International (JAS), another
loser in the race, has dipped 4.6% to
5.25 baht.

As for the winners, Advanced Info
Service (ADVANC) has eked out a 0.47%
gain to 212 baht, while True Corporation
(TRUE) has risen 1.09% to 9.30 baht.
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Headline: CAT could strike 4G deal with DTAC soon

CAT could strike 4G deal with DTAC soon

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

A partnership deal between CAT
Telecom and its concession holder
Total Access Communication (DTAC)
to develop 4G service on the state
agency’s idle 20MHz of bandwidth
on the 1800MHz spectrum could be
finalised within the next two weeks,
CAT’s acting president, Colonel
Sanphachai Huvanandana, said yes-
terday.

Talks on securing such adeal began
on Monday.

Apart from the possible partner-
ship with DTAC, CAT is seeking sup-
portfrom the governmentto extend its
1800MHzspectrum-use termto 2025,
from 2018, when its current concession
granted to DTAC expires.

CAT is currently consulting the
Council of State over whether the idle
20MHz of the spectrum is under the
concession contract.

Ithasasked the governmentto con-
sider revising the draft of the new fre-
quency allocation law to allow all state
telecom agencies to extend the terms
of their spectrum rights.

CAT has granted 25MHz of its

50MHz of 1800MHz bandwidth to
DTAC, 5MHz to the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) for auction, and wants to use
the remaining 20MHz for offering 4G
service.

Under the proposed partnership
with DTAC, CAT would ask the tele-
com operatortoinvestininstalling4G
equipment at DTACs existing
1800MHz network base stations.

CAT would then use the 4G equip-
ment to wholesale the capacity from
theidle band to DTACand other oper-
ators.

CAT has already asked the Central
Administrative Court to drop its
injunction, which prohibited DTAC
from providing further network shar-
ing by installing or connecting the
equipment it operates under the CAT
concession with the 3Gand 4G equip-
mentofanotheroperator - inthis case
its subsidiary, DTAC TriNet.

Sanpachai said DTAC had already
paid CAT thefee of around Bt670 mil-
lion for using such equipment under
the concession.

Once the injunction is dropped,
CATwould use such equipmentunder

News ID: C-151119003042 (19 Nov 15/05:41)
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its concession to wholesale 4G serv-
ice, he added.

DTAC TriNet is one of the two bid-
ders that failed to win an 1800MHz
licenceinthe NBTCauction last week.

DTAC chief technology officer
Prathet Tankuranun said yesterday
that the company could maintain a
competitive edge despite the failure to
clinch a licence.

The company already has
1800MHz bandwidth under the con-
cession, and believesthatin the future
the NBTC will make more and more
new spectra available for auction, he
said.

DTAC bid an “appropriate” final
price of Bt17.504 billion for a licence
at last week’s auction, he added.

DTACwill complete the expansion
of its 4G-1800M Hz cellular base sta-
tions to 1,800 in the Bangkok metro-
politan area within the next 18 days,
from the current 700 bases.

The service will enhance its 4G
service on 2.1GHz, which it currently
operates in more than 40 provinces.

DTAC has launched 4G service
onits NBTC 2.1GHz licence, and on
1800MHz under the CAT conces-
sion.
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Somkid to lead roadshow seeking investments in 10 “future’ industries

ERICH PARPART
THE NATION

THAI ECONOMIC ministers will shortly embark on
an international roadshow to promote foreign
investment in Thailand’s 10 “future” industries,
according to Deputy Prime Minister Somkid
Jatusripitak.

Speaking at a seminar yesterday titled
“Thailand Economic Outlook 2016” organised by
Bangkok Biz newspaper and NOW 26 Channel,
Somkid also urged Thai businesses to go ahead
with theirinvestment projectsin 2016.

“Next year is the year of investment. We've
already provided a lot of incentives and confi-
dence has returned due to various stimulus meas-
uresimplemented in the past three months.

“If the private sector does not invest next
year, then what are you saving the money for?”

Somkid asked. The Cabinet on Tuesday approved
alist of 10 industries as Thailand's new economic
growth engines, including next-generation cars;
smart electronics; affluent, medical and wellness
tourism; agriculture and biotechnology; food:;
robotics for industry; logistics and aviation; biofu-
els; and biochemical, digital and medical sectors.

The Finance Ministry is currently working on
details of extra tax and non-tax incentives for the
10 targeted industries. In order to attract investors,
the incentives will go beyond the Board of
Investment’s privileges that they already receive.

The measures could include the establishment
of funds to support private investment, corporate
income-tax exemption for 10-15 years and reduc-
tion or exemption from personal income tax for
researchers or experts.

“The new economic S-curve [future industries]
has been identified [for Thailand] and we will

il 1 1+
Deputy Prime Minister Soml;id speaks at the
‘Thailand Economic Outlook 2016’ forum.
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show and elaborate during the roadshow,”
Somkid said.

Japanis one of the first destinations for the
Thai economic ministers’ roadshow at the start of
the new year.

Somkid said the private sector has toinvestin
order to increase the country’s competitiveness

and for gross domestic product to expand. He
believes the economy this year could expand
more than 3 per cent due to stimulus measures
waorth around Bt500 billion.

“If GDP is to expand by 5 per cent, the private
sector must invest more than 10 per cent of GDP
per year,” he said.

The Office of the National Economic and
Social Development Board revealed on Monday
that it expects the economy to expand by 2.9 per
cent this year and around 3-4 per cent next year.

It also revealed that private investment, which
accounted for 15-20 per cent of the country’s gross
domestic product, is expected to expand by 4.7
per cent in 2016 when compared to the 1.3-per-
cent expansion forecast for this year and contrac-
tion of 2 per centin 2014.

Somkid denied that the economic stimulus
measures introduced under his guidance since

August are "populist”, as the actual cost of the
measures are expected to be around Bt60 billion
but they will lead to an estimated Bt500 billion
worth of money circulating in the economic sys-
tem.

Somkid also hinted that he would use the
money gained from the 4G spectrum licence auc-
tions to support the government policy to uplift
the local economy by upgrading the quality of
local products and investments to improve local
tourism.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission auctioned off
two 1800MHZ licences on Novermnber 11, which
gained a total of more than Bt80 hillion. It will
hold auctions for two 900MHz licences on
December15.
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