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TV3 “will lose viewers’

DEFIANT STATION CONTINUES TO PUT SORRAYUTH ON SCREEN

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE CHANNEL 3 television station
has continued to support well-known
TV host Sorrayuth Suthassanachinda
despite growing public pressure over
his guilty verdict in a bribery scandal
earlier this week.

The secretary general of the Anti-
Corruption Organisation of Thailand,
Mana Nimitmongkol, yesterday
warned thatif Channel 3 didn’tchange
its stance it might lose public support.
“If you keep him, people may abandon
you,” he said.

Surin Krittiyvaphongphun, execu-
tive vice president of Channel 3 oper-
ator Bangkok Entertainment Co
(BEC), said management agreed to
continue supporting Sorrayuth in
Monday’s executive meeting.

“Channel 3 has been working with
Sorrayuth for more than 12 years and
we acknowledge him as a member of
Channel 3’s family and a pioneer in
creating news content for the 46-year-
old TV station,” Surin added.

While Channel 3 respects the
Criminal Court’s decision, the process
to reach a final ruling has long way to

go, he said, adding that BEC planned
to give Sorrayuth opportunities unless
the final ruling finds him guilty.

On Monday, the Criminal Court
found Sorrayuth guilty and sentenced
himto 13 years and four monthsin jail.
The wrongdoing committed by him,
his staff and his firm Rai-Som caused
damages of more than Bt138 million
to MCOT, which operates Channel 9.

Sorrayuth, however, is now free on
bail and yesterday he hosted his morn-
ing news programme on Channel 3 as
usual.

In the evening, he also appeared
onscreen interviewing the director
general of the Revenue Department
during another news programme that
was broadcast on Channel 3.

On-usa Lamliengpol, president of
the Advertising Association of
Thailand, said yesterday that adver-
tising budgets for any TV show were
based on either clients or advertisers’
demand given audience ratings.
Currently, Sorayuth hosts three news
shows with advertising rates
ranging between Bt220,000 and
Bt290,000 per minute. According to
a source in the media industry, those
programmes are now fully booked by
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advertisers. However, Mana warned
brands that ran commercials in con-
junction with Sorrayuth’s news pro-
grammes mightbe harmed by the asso-
ciation.

“People have the right to choose
what to watch and what products to
buy,” he said, suggesting thatsociety at
large would want to see advertisers
stop running commercials on
Sorrayuth’s shows.

Mana also asked how Channel 3
would show responsibility to society
in regards to the case.

“Please provide answers to the pub-
lic,” he said.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)'ssubpanel regulating TV pro-
gramming and scheduling is now seek-
ing further clarification from Channel
3’s management.

Although Rai-Som was not direct-
ly governed by the NBTC, BEC needs
to show responsibility because
Channel 3 is under its licence, author-
ities said.

“We will summon the management
from Channel 3, said Paisal
Kuwalairat, acting chairman of the
NBTC subpanel, after a meeting failed
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to reach a conclusion yesterday.

He said the issue was directly relat-
ed to media ethics besides being
involved with broadcasting regula-
tions.

The News Broadcasting Council
and the Thai Broadcast Journalists
Association, meanwhile, released a
joint statement demanding that
Channel 3 reconsider its stance on
Sorrayuth’s case.

“We demand that Channel 3 exec-
utives review the role of Sorrayuth to
set ethical standards for Thai media,”
the statement said.

The two mediabodies said Channel
3’s decision to let Sorrayuth continue
in hisrole as anews host had increased
doubts about media organisations’
ability to regulate themselves.

According to the joint statement,
both organisations expect Channel 3 to
suspend Sorrayuth at least until
the final court ruling as a show of
responsibility and to set an ethical
example.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member of
the NBTC’s Broadcasting Committee,
called for Channel 3 to suspend
Sorrayuth to express its willingness to
show social responsibility as a mem-
ber of the media.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

True Corporation chief executive Suphachai Chearavanont sits among executives of six commercial banks yesterday after securing a
syndicated loan worth 73 billion baht to cover 4G licence payments. SEKSAN ROJJANAMETAKUN

True ready to splash out on 4G network

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

True Corporation will beef up its fourth-
generation (4G) service with a three-year
investment of 57 billion baht, tapping
financial support from strategic partner
China Mobile.

Up to 36 billion baht will be spent this
year on building what True envisions
as a cost-effective, high-performance
900-megahertz network, said Suphachai
Chearavanont, president and chief execu-
tive of True Corporation.

True, through 4G arm True Move H
Universal Communication, yesterday
signed a deal for a syndicated loan of 73
billion baht with six banks: Industrial

and Commercial Bank of China (Thai),
Bangkok Bank, Kasikornbank, Siam Com-
mercial Bank, Krungthai Bank and Kiat-
nakin Bank.

Half of the loan will be provided by
ICBC (Thai).

The loan proceeds will be used for
three bank-guaranteed payments for the
900MHz spectrum licence True won in
December. The first payment is scheduled
for next weel.

True plans to spend 36 billion bahtthis
year on rolling out 16,000 4G base stations
on the nationwide 900MHz network in
May, with the number rising to 20,000 by
year-end.

“Our 4G network will cover 97% of the

News ID: C-160302001062 (2 Mar 16/05:58)
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population this year, up from the current
80%,” Mr Suphachai said.

True aims to have a 33% market sharein
revenue terms by 2018, up from 21% now.

Operating profitis expected to improve
to 40% by 2018, compared with 30% now.

With True in possession of the larg-
est amount of spectrum bandwidth, Mr
Suphachai predicted outstanding growth
going forward. He pointed to the financial
backing of six financial institutions as a
show of trust in the company.

True has 55MHz of bandwidth on
various frequencies. Mr Suphachai high-
lighted the company’s “concrete plans”
for providing 2G and 4G services on the
1800MHz spectrum.
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The company’s 2100MHz spectrum will
serve both 3G and 4G services, while the
900MHz network will accommodate 2G,
3G and 4G.

True also provides 3G service on the
850MHz spectrum under a partner-
ship agreement with concession owner
CAT Telecom.

Mr Suphachai aims to maintain mobile
revenue growth of 17% this year amid
weak economic conditions. The company
posted 17.3% revenue growth in 2015.

True Corporation reported a net profit
of 4.4 billion baht in 2015, compared with
1.3 billion in 2014. Consolidated service
revenue was 74.8 billion baht lastyear, up
10.8% from 2014.
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TUC to invest Bt57 bn over 3 years,
aiming to rule mobile telecom roost

¥ ¢

NATION

Six financialinstitutions have jointly issued letters of guarantee worth Bt73.036 billion to True Move H Universal
Communication forits 900MHz licence. From left: Kittiphun Anutarasoti, Krungthai Bank senior executive vice president;
Teeranun Srihong, president of Kasikornbank; Zhigang Li, chairman of the board of ICBC {Thai); Suphachai Chearavanont, chief
executive officer of True Corp; Chansak Fuangfu, executive director and senior executive vice president of Bangkok Bank; Arthid
Nanthawithaya, CEO of Siam Commercial Bank; and Norachet Sangruiji, head of corporate banking, Kiatnakin Bank.

TRUE UNIT TO COVER
ALL FREQUENCIES
AFTER GAINING BANK
GUARANTEES FOR
900MHZ LICENCE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SUCHEERA PINIJPARAKARN
THENATION

TRUE MOVE H Universal
Communication (TUC) aims to
become the top dog in mobile-
phone coverage on all frequenciesby
investing Bt57 billion over three
years.

“We expect to see revenue from
our mobile-phone services grow
more than 17.3 per cent this year.

“We are also aiming to secure a
marketshare of at least 30 per cent,
up from the current 21 per cent,

within three years,” Suphachai
Chearavanont, chief executive offi-
cer of True Group, said yesterday.

The capital expenditure budget
willbefinanced by a capital increase
from major shareholders, supplier
credit, loans and cash.

This year will see the company
investing Bt40 billion, of which
Bt36 billion will go to installing
20,000 base stations for the 900-
megahertz network and Bt4 billion
toadd 3,000 basestationsto its cur-
rent 22,000 base stations for the
1,800MHz and 2.1-gigahertz net-
works to cover 98 per cent of the
population.

Its third-generation network on
850MHz will run on 16,000 base
stations.

True will also seek new users
shifting from Advanced Info
Service’s the 2G service after
launching 2G and 4G services on
900MHz this month.

“We plan to pay the first instal-
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ment [of its upfront fee for the
900MHz licence] and place bank
guarantees in two weeks,” he said
after TUC signed letters of guaran-
tee with six banks for Bt73.04 bil-
lion.

The guarantors are Industrial
and Commercial Bank of China
(Thai) with half of the total,
Bangkok Bank, Kasikornbank and
Siam Commercial Bank with Bt10.5
billion each, Krungthai Bank with
Bt4billion and Kiatnakin Bank with
Bt3 billion.

The five Thai banks insisted that

they had noproblems with the Bank
of Thailand’s single lending limit
and could continue to support True
in the future.

Arthid Nanthawithaya, chief
executiveofficer of Siam Commercial
Bank, said ICBC (Thai) offered to
provide 50 per cent of the total guar-
antee, The Thai banks agreed with
theproposal becausethen theycould
have more room to assist True if the
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customer required additional sup-

port from financial institutions.

ICBC (Thai) asked the BOT if
ICBC Hong Kong could open a
standby letter of credit for ICBC
{Thai) to support the letter of guar-
antee to True. Under Thai broad-
casting regulations, aletter of guar-
antee must beissued byalocal bank.

Zhigang Li, chairman of ICBC
(Thai), said the bank was a believer
in the Thai economy and Thailand
was a top travel destination for
Chinese tourists. The bank is confi-
dent that True will become the
leaderin 3G and 4G in Thailand and
the bank will have further coopera-
tion with True Corp in developing
telecommunications in Thailand.

The other winner of a 900MHz
licence at an auction late last year,
Jas Mobile Broadband, is facing dif-
ficulties in submitting its letter of
guarantee by March 21 hecause the
company has not submitted a new
business plan yet.

Chansak Fuangfu, senior execu-
tive vice president of Bangkok Bank,
said thebank had been contacted by
Jas Mobile Broadband but had not
made any decision on what to do.

It has to consider three points -
Jas’s business plan, the position of
the regulator, and other conditions
such as collateral.

Another customer, CTH, which
failed to secure the broadcasting
rights for the English Premier
League, continues to pay its debts
asusual. However, the situation has
changed, so the business plan of
CTH should be adjusted, he said.

CTH is expected to talk with the
bank soon.
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BBL awaits JAS
borrowing plan

SOMRUEDI BANCHONGDUANG

JAS Mobile Broadband, a bid winner
of a 900-megahertz spectrum
licence, has yet to submit a new busi-
ness plan to Bangkok Bank (BBL) to
raise its loan amount over 70 billion
baht from 40 billion.

The bank is ready to consider a
new plan if JAS turns one in, said
Chansak Fuangfu, BBLs senior
executive vice-president.

The lack of progress in a borrow-
ing plan increases the likelihood JAS
will be unable to pay its 76-billion-
baht licence fee as the March 21
deadline nears.

National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith
said on Monday the company floated
“making the payment in instal-
ments” rather than a lump sum as
stipulated in auction rules, buthe is
adamantly opposed to the idea.
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