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PostBag

Don’t stress the PM

It was interesting to see President Barack
Obama and Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha standing side by side, but their hair
colour was different.

President Obama has definitely aged.
Unlike Thais, dying the hair is not a normal
practice for some Westerners.

Maybe the latest proposal by Gen Prayut
Chan-o-cha’s communications team limiting
the press pool covering the premier’s daily
briefings to no more than four questions is
not so much a move that would decrease the
odds of embarrassing gaffes and outbursts,
but more a way of stopping his hair turning
grey.

WILLIAM SHOAL

Dangerously vague

A robust system of checks and balances is
essential for a government responsive and
accountable to its people, for “Power tends
to corrupt and absolute power corrupts
absolutely. Great men are almost always bad
men.." (Lord Acton).

Yet, the Meechai draft charter is vague on
what, if any, checks and balances there are
on the legislature — at least as far as freedom
of expression goes.

Section 34 reads, “Persons have freedom
of expression ... No limits shall be placed
on these freedoms except where legislative
powers are used to maintain state security,
protect the freedom and rights of others,
preserve civil order or public morals, protect
public health or prevent public discord or
social hatred” (unofficial translation).

So, is our freedom of expression subject
to whatever limits the parliament decides to
place on it — without courts being able to
overrule those limits? What if, for example,
the last parliament had banned criticism of
Yingluck’s midnight amnesty bill, as such
criticism could sow public discord? What if
this government passed a bill to implement
PM Prayut’s belief on gender inequality,
which is: “Everybody says we need to create
justice. Men and women must have equal
rights and can do the same good and bad
things. Thai society will deteriorate if you
think like this”?

Could we be punished for speaking out in
ways that fully respect the rights of others?

I suggest that even our legislature needs
checks and balances, which is traditionally
the role played by courts.

BURIN KANTABUTRA

Need bike-friendly BTS

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

3 ¥ o -

/I /'/.

A group of cyclists wait to board a BTS train. There is an ongoing debate over whether the BTS
operator should ban two-wheelers from carriages. EANGKOK POST PHOTO

Re: “Get on your bike, not the BTS', (PostBag,
Feb 14).

The letter writer questions why cyclists
are riding the BTS with their “full-size bicy-
cles” instead of riding their bicycles.

Not everyone riding the BTS train has the
privilege to live and/or work within walking
distance from the BTS stations. Many of the
BTS riders have to access the BTS stations
riding a motorcycle taxi, taxi, bus, song
thaew or personal vehicle. Instead of relying
on motorised transport to access the BTS
station, some of the BTS riders access the
BTS by riding their bicycles. There are some
BTS riders who ride their bicycles to the train
station from their homes, then ride the train,
then after getting off the train they again ride
their bicycles to their work place.

Instead of criticising them for carrying
their bicycles on the carriages, they should
be praised as they are the ones who are
doing a favour to the city by reducing the
traffic congestion and pollution by reduc-
ing the use of motorised road transport. If
someone should be criticised then it is the
BTS management because they have failed
to designate space in the carriage to carry bi-

cycles. The writer then asks why are bicycles
permitted on the skytrain at all?

The bicycle is a green and sustainable
mode of transport. To promote commuting
by cycling, many mass transport authorities
around the world have designated space to
carry bicycles in mass transport systems.
Therefore instead of asking why bicycles are
permitted on the BTS, one should ask why
the BTS is not designating space to carry
bicycles?

Time has come to shed our negative

News ID: C-160220001054 (20 Feb 16/07:00)

mentality towards cyclists and bicycles. We
should realise that cyclists are not taking
up space, rather they are freeing up space.
Instead of loathing them, we should respect
them and praise them and learn to lead a
sustainable life from them.

RIDWAN QUAIUM

Props to the regime

Many Bangkok Post writers criticise Gen Pr-
ayut Chan-o-cha and his government, seem-
ingly having forgotten that they restored
peace and stability to the country when it
was in turmoil.

This government has to solve many prob-
lems created and/or condoned by previous
governments, including the rice scheme,
human trafficking and corruption. Gen
Prayut has the courage and vision to address
these problems, as well as instigating other
measures to make Thailand a better place to
live and work, such as the digital economy,
national infrastructure schemes and, most of
all, a new constitution.

The ones who shout loudest about
“democracy” have shown themselves in the
past to be the ones who prefer bombs and
bullets. They are trying their best to discredit
this government, but evidence such as more
tourists, higher foreign reserves, higher GDP
and more foreign investment show that they
are failing in that endeavour at the moment.

R BENNETT
London

Detention on tape

The Uighurs being charged with the Erawan
shrine bombing have used the same, “We
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were tortured into a confession’, as so

many other suspects in Thailand. The most
infamous case is the Koh Tao case where two
Myanmar boys who confessed claimed the
confessions were tortured out of them. This
has got to stop.

Either these suspects were tortured, or
they were not. Thailand and the Thai police
have a very sordid, dark reputation when it
comes to obtaining confessions, equalled
today only by the CIA and its methods of
obtaining confessions at the Guantanamo
Bay detention facility.

Since only the so-called investigators, or
interrogators are present when suspects are

questioned, who is to know? The entire Thai
justice system regarding those under police
jurisdiction suspected of murder or terror-
ism needs to be completely overhauled with
CCTV cameras and legal experts on hand for
the suspects.

DAVID JAMES WONG

Let’s call it what it is

Mr Feldman (PostBag, Feb 15) seems to
think that because Israel is a democracy, it
need not be held accountable for its illegal
and oppressive activities. There are plenty of
examples of very corrupt democracies and
conversely some decent states which are not
fully democratic such as Singapore which is
peaceful, clean, safe, very free and a pleasure
to visit, so I feel his statement lacks validity.

I would agree that Israel is a compara-
tively stable country surrounded by a sea of
instability caused mainly, if not exclusively,
by religion and Western interference, but in
asserting that it is a democracy Mr Feldman
perpetuates a myth which is not only mis-
leading but a distortion of the very essence
of the country which is in fact a theocracy. It
is this theocracy that drives Israel to gobble
up Palestinian land, build illegal settlements,
prevent the establishment of a Palestinian
state and commit other dubious activities.

Finally, it is noteworthy that there is a
large organisation called the Jewish Voice for
Peace which seeks to a change of direction
in Israel.

MICHAEL NIGHTINGALE

B for vendetta

In his letter (PostBag, Feb 15,) SL Feldman
expresses surprise that the Bangkok Post
would print letters from Eric Bahrt that Mr
Feldman considers to be a continuous ven-

detta against Israel.

Don't worry, Mr Feldman, Mr Bahrt has a
continuous vendetta against people who eat
meat and just about everyone whose opin-
ions and tastes he disagrees with. Even when
shown to be wrong, he persists with his
antics, much to many people’s amusement.

MARTINR

False promises by True

Re: “True Visions vows to continue fight,
(BP, Feb 18)

True Visions has been fined 20,000 baht
per day for refusing to adhere to the num-
bering system of the first 10 channels. All
other operators complied but True says, “We
never agreed to this rule change, as it made
some trouble for us.”

True Visions has been airing ad content
in excess of six minutes per hour. NBTC has
fined them one million baht plus 50,000 baht
per day. True Visions refuses to comply stat-
ing it could not “slash ad airtime to six min-
utes and still meet the terms of its contracts
with advertisers”

I remember back some years ago when no
ads were allowed. True were the first to get
approval for on-air ads. Only after they got
approval did they sign contracts, knowing
full well of the six-minute rule, and now they
are crying it will violate contracts. I remem-
ber them saying how thankful they were,
how this will improve programmes, and they
would always follow the rules. Still waiting
for that day.

BOB NEYLON
Huay Yai

A foul way to clean

We read that the government plans to tackle
the mountains of refuse produced each day
by incinerating it (Opinion, Feb 18). While
I applaud the intention of cleaning up this
beautiful country, it strikes me that such a
solution is a recipe for disaster. Bear in mind
that probably 50% of the refuse is plastic.

The catastrophe will be firstly medical,
with toxic fumes floating uncontrollably
over the country. Secondly, the catastrophe
will be economic since the government has
stated its intention to market Thailand as a
hub for medical services.

WARNER

Thai approach to life
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Michael Setter's letter “Monks have lost plot”
(PostBag, Feb 19) asks what is unfortunately
a pointless question for Thailand. That was, if
the Lord Buddha were alive today would he
permit monks to own automobiles or land?

As a native English speaker, there have
been times when I've politely corrected
Thais on their English grammar. On more
than a couple of occasions I have received
the rebuke that they were speaking “English,
Thai style’, therefore they were correct and [
was wrong. They didn’t appreciate being cor-
rected by someone else, more experienced
or otherwise.

So regarding monastic life, it is obviously
“Buddhism, Thai style”

EWAN

Don’t knock the cliches

BJ from Ubon (PostBag, Feb 19) writes it’s a
“broken record” that suspects often change
their guilty plea after seeing a lawyer and
then claim they were tortured by the police.
But if suspects are routinely tortured by
police into confessions then maybe there is a
reason for this “broken record”. Often some-
thing becomes a cliche because it happens
to be true. Why dismiss if out of hand?

ERIC BAHRT

A satisfied reader

Re: “Time to fix Sangha Act’, (Editorial, Feb
19).
This was one of your best. It hit the nail on
the head without being biased.
AMORN

Credit where it’s due

Re: “US wants all the credit’; (PostBag, Feb
17).

I do not know where Mario Aiello
received his information stating that the
United States is taking all the credit, while
Russia is doing all the work.

America has sent millions of dollars to
the Syrians only to see it going everywhere
except to helping the refugees. Russia has
been bombing Syria’s hospitals and schools
killings numerous civilians. This has been
shown by BBC, CNN, Al Jazeera, AFP, Bang-
kok Post, etc. Does he actually believe Putin?

BRIAN
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