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Headline: NBTC gets tough on operators exceeding ad limit

NBTC gets tough on operators exceeding ad limit

NANAT SUCHIVA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) is calling
on all TV platform operators to follow the
rule limiting commercials to no more than
six minutes an hour.

The limit also covers digital programmes
rerun on any TV platform.

On any given day, the average ad airtime
stands at about five minutes an hour.

The NBTC'’s new requirement calls for
all TV platform operators to feature no
more than six minutes of advertising an
hour even if they rerun digital TV pro-
grammes on their broadcasting systems
apart from programmes required by the
must-carry rule.

The announcement was issued after
the NBTC passed a resolution on Sept 24

ordering digital TV channel operators to
halve the limit of commercials on free TV
to a maximum of six minutes an hour or an
average of five minutes an hour in one day.

The limit on commercials is aimed at
protecting TV audiences from watching
too many commercials, in accordance with
Section 28 of the Broadcasting Act.

“The NBTC will not let consumers
be exploited by broadcasters who run
commercials beyond the limit,” secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith said.

“If anyone finds any TV channels have
ads over the limit, please inform the regula-
tor at the call centre”

The NBTC's call centre has a 1200 hotline.

Those violating the TV commercial limit
and take advantage of consumers will face
an administrative fine of not more than 5
million baht plus a daily fine of 100,000

News ID: C-151020001076 (20 Oct 15/06:12)
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baht, based on Section 77 of the Frequency
Allocation Act.

The daily fine will be collected until the
broadcaster stops running commercials
above the maximum limit.

In another development, the NBTC
agreed in principle to three draft announce-
ments to solve the problem of commu-
nity radio transmissions disrupting avia-
tion communications.
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Headline: Thai TV hit with end-October deadline

Clip: Black/White

Thai TV hit with end-October deadline

THE NATION

THE broadcasting regulator has set a dead-
line for the operator of Thai TV and MVTV to
pay its Bt288-million instalment on licence
fees and related fines by the end of thismonth
to avoid a temporary suspension of its digital
TV licences, which could eventuallyland iton
a blacklist.

Sombat Leelapata, acting deputy secre-
tary-general of the National Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission, said yes-
terday that the NBTC’s five-member broad-
casting committee agreed to give one last
chanceto Thai TV Co, which had been declin-
ingto paythe second instalment of its upfront
licence fees since early this year.

The NBTC office will soon issue a notice to
the company in the hopes that Pantipa
Sakulchai, president of Thai TV Co, will show
up and pay the outstanding amount, which
includes the Bt288-million instalment plus

News ID: C-151020003039 (20 Oct 15/07:24)
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the incurred 7.5-per-cent interest and fines.

Sombat said that if the company failed to
do this, it would face a temporary suspension
ofboth ofitslicences forthenews channel Thai
TV and MVTV Family.

Yesterday's decision wasin linewith advice
from the Central Administrative Court after
Thai TV sued the broadcast regulator for
Bt700 million in compensation for the
NBTC'salleged failuresin overseeing the tran-
sition from analog to digital television. The
court suggested on June 30 that the two par-
ties should negotiate a solution for this dis-
pute within three months.

Thai TV Co was also granted a chance to
find newbusiness partnerssoitcould continue
its digital-TV business. The company would
be able to have partners supply up to 40 per
cent of its total content, or about nine hours
a day of programming. Sombat said Thai TV
Cocouldbegranted aseries of temporary sus-
pensions after this deadline.
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Mobile LTE
withdraws
from 4G bid

Project too expensive
for young company

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Mobile LTE has withdrawn its bid for a
4G licence in next month'’s auction for
the 900-megahertz spectrum, saying
it is beyond its financial and manage-
rial capacity.

“We have decided not to submit our
bidding documents to the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) on Thursday,” chief
executive Yanyong Akrajindanon said.

“We'll focus on our proposal to become
a strategic partner of TOT Plc to provide
mobile service.

After a thorough study, Mr Yanyong
admitted the 900-MHz project was too
large for his company’s capacity.

The withdrawal will leave only six com-
panies in the auction on Nov 12.

They are Advanced Wireless Network,
the 3G mobile unit of mobile leader
Advanced Info Service Plc (AIS); Total
Access Communication Plc subsidiar-
ies DTAC TriNet and DTAC Broadband;
True Move H subsidiaries True Move Uni-
versal Communication and Hutchison
Telecommunications (Thailand); and Jas
Mobile Broadband, a subsidiary of Jas-
mine International.

Founded by a group of investors last

News ID: C-151020001074 (20 Oct 15/06:13)
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October with 100 million baht in regis-
tered capital, Mobile LTE has AIS holding
a 20% stake.

Mobile LTE is among five companies
to submit proposals to form a strategic
partnership with TOT.

The othersare AIS, SamartI-Mobile Plc,
Loxley Wireless Plc and True Corporation.

“We want to provide mobile service
with TOT under the mobile virtual net-
work enabler (MVNE) model,” Mr Yan-
yong said.

An MVNE is a company that pro-
vides network infrastructure and related
services such as network subsystems,
business support systems administra-
tion and operations to companies that
provide mobile services without
their own network.

TOT needs private partnerships to help
it develop and operate mobile business
in order to ease its ailing financial status.

After several months of delays, TOT's
board will today settle its strategic part-
nership plans before the NBTC’s 4G spec-
trum auctions take place next month.

A TOT board director said the delay
was because TOT was waiting for
advice from the State Enterprise Policy
Office on whether the proposals of the
five private companies were subject to
the rules of the public-private joint ven-
ture law.

Djitt Laowattana, another director,
said TOT would ask potential partners to
change some details of their proposals to
comply with the state telecom’s policies.
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Headline: CAT Telecom plans to ask NBTC again for its permission to use idle bandwidth for...

CAT Telecom plans to ask NBTC again for its
permission to use idle bandwidth for 4G service

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

CAT TELECOM plans to ask the
National Broadeastingand Telecom-
munications Commission again to
consider permitting it to upgrade its
idle 20 megahertz of bandwidth on
the 1,800MHz spectrum to provide
fourth-generation wireless broad-
band service, said CAT’s acting chief
executive officer, Colonel Sanpachai
Huvanandana.

The NBTC recently declined its
request on the upgrade pending
CAT’s obtaining consent from Total
AccessCommunication (DTAC)first.

CAT has granted 50MHz of the
1,800MHzspectrumto DTAC, which
currently uses only 25MHz. Of the

remaining idle bandwidth, 5MHz
was been allocated to the NBTC for
reallocation by auction.

CAT’s plan to ask again for the
spectrum upgrade follows last week’s
decision by the NBTC telecom com-
mittee to consider allowing TOT to
upgrade its bandwidth on the 2.3-
gigahertz spectrum to provide 4G
service, pending TOT’s submission of
a related business plan. Sanpachai
said CAT needed to upgrade and use
the idle bandwidth as part of its plan
to use the spectrum efficiently.

“We plan to be a 4G network
provider. We're looking at wholesal-
ing 4G bandwidth to our MVNOs
[mobile virtual network operators],
which might want to offer 4G as well
as 3Gservice, hesaid. Sanpachaisaid

that besides providing cloud services
and asubmarine cable network serv-
ice, CAT needed to provide 4G serv-
icein ordertoserve the government’s
“digital economy” policy.

Besides the 1,800MHz spectrum,
CAT holds 15MHz on the 850MHz
spectrum, on which it provides 3G
service jointly with True Group. Its
rights to the 850MHz spectrum will
expire in 2025, while that for
1,800M Hz will end in 2018.

CAT s preparingto present to the
Information and Communications
Technology Ministryits plantosetup
ajointventurewith DTACtoruntele-
com towers under a concession con-
tract. The CAT board has approved it
andiswaitingforthe State Enterprise
Policy Commission to consider it.
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