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MEDIA

Thai, foreign press ‘face similar pressures’

MANOP THIP-OSOD

Pressures facing the Thai media are appar-
ently no better than those in other coun-
tries, a seminar was told yesterday.

In a keynote speech at a media forum,
human rights activist Angkhana Neelapaijit
said the media around the world all face
direct and indirect intimidation.

The Thai media faces similar chal-
lenges and are also accused of being part
of or escalating political conflicts, she
told “Media Freedom and Responsibil-
ity: Where is the Boundary?” a seminar
organised by the National Broadcasting

and Telecommunications Commission.

According to Ms Angkhana, in a demo-
cratic society the media should be a plat-
form where people can voice their opinions
and act as a facilitator for public access
to information.

Michael Chia-Chang Yu, Adviser of the
Executive Committee International Fed-
eration of Journalists (IFJ), Taiwan, said
several media outlets in many places like
Taiwan, Malaysia, Indonesia and South
Korea are owned by the state so a free press
is questionable.

Even privately-owned media outlets are
driven by business interests, which could
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make media freedom elusive, he said.

He said it is important to introduce
measures to protect media personnel
from acts of intimidation, especially judi-
cial ones.

Aye Chan Naing, Executive Director
Chip Editor, DVB Multimedia Group/DVB
Association Chiang Mai, Thailand, said
most media reports in Myanmar are regu-
lated by the government but despite this
the National League for Democracy still
won a landslide victory in the recent gen-
eral election. He voiced scepticism about
a free press in Myanmar under the NLD
because he said it was hard to believe that

there is a government that did not wish to
control the media.

Media activist Sarinee Achavanan-
takul said the Prayut government, which
values social stability, expects the media
to report what the government has done
and help it promote unity and avoid con-
troversial issues, she said.

According to Ms Sarinee, the govern-
ment’s expectation reflects its lack of under-
standing about the media’s role.

She said the Thai media is polarised as
aresult of the political divisions. One camp
reports in favour of the government while
the other finds fault.
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