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Samart unit shifts towards
equipping 46 base stations

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

SAMART Engineeringis cashing
in on the roll-outs of nationwide
4G networks by manufacturing
parts for telecom equipment in
base stations.

“We [foresaw] more invest-
ment from mobile-phone opera-
tors on 4G technology after the
auction of 1,800MHz and
900MHz spectrum licences late
last year. So we shifted to making
moreenclosures and main distri-
bution  boards,” Thawee
Udomkitchote, managing direc-
tor of the subsidiary of Samart
Corp, said last week.

The company expects to reach
Bt600 million in revenue this
year, with half coming from the
enclosures and main distribution
boards. Last year, the company’s
Bt590 million in revenue came
mostly from digital TV set-top
boxes and antennas, whileenclo-
sures and main distribution
boards contributed only Bt100
million.

The company had planned to
tap the growth of digital TV set-

News ID: C-160223003058 (23 Feb 16/06:14)
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topboxes and antennas but shift-
ed focus after finding that the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commis-
sion had failed to attract more
people to redeem their discount
vouchers for digital TV receivers.

The NBTC distributed Bt690
vouchers to 14.1 million house-
holds nationwide but only 9 mil-
lion coupons were used to buy
equipment. The company has
also produced enclosures and
metal sheets for other businesses
including automated meterread-
ingofthe Metropolitan Electricity
Authority.

The company also has eyed
newbusiness opportunitiesinthe
metal-sheet productionbusiness
in Asean Economic Community
countries. Advanced Info Service
plans to spend Bt4.0 billion this
year mainlytoestablishits fourth-
generation cellular network and
to enhance its 3G network.

Total Access Communication
(DTAC) is committed to spend-
ing Bt70 billion on network
investment and marketing cam-
paigns for its 4G battle from this
year to 2018.
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A:c:a:el:"‘;joo Headline: Office of the NBTC signs MoU with MPT of Lao PRD to expand cooperation on...

MOU Signing Ceremony
between
the Ministry of Post and\Telecommunications, Lao PDR
and
\ ThelN- @8 ||Broadcast’ * \d
qecommun (Sagis Commiss{™ fnalland

il

to expand cooperat _
spectrum managemei

Office of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (Office

of the NBTC) will held the Memorandum of Understanding Signing Ceremony
between Office of the NBTC and the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications
i (MPT), Lao’s People Democratic Republic on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 from
14:00 to 16:00 hrs. at the 2nd Floor, NBTC Auditorium.
: The MoU Signing is aimed to strengthen the cooperation among ASEAN
telecom regulators in various areas such as spectrum management and interferences,
licensing, consumer protection, technical assistance as well as the problems arising !
from the growth of social media.

The MPT delegation will be led by His Excellency Hiem Phommachanh, Minister
of the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications. On February 8, 2016, Office of
the NBTC will share experiences on Mobile Application for Prepaid SIM Card Registration

which is the great achievement of this office to the MPT delegation. This information
sharing will be chaired by Mr. Korkij Danchaivichit, the Deputy Secretary General of |
i Office of the NBTC. NBTC is expected to hand on Pre-paid Registration Prototype to
MPT by this year. This visit of MPT delegation and MoU Signing ceremony is resulted ;
- from the official meeting between the NBTC Chairman and the Minister of MPT last !

February.
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SOCIALSCENE

A

WELCOME DINNER: The Eisenhower Fellows Alumni (Thailand) recently hosted
a welcome dinner for new EF fellow Arch Wongchindawes at Central Embassy.
From left, Arch Wongchindawest, founder and CEO of Mysocialmotion, a social
enterprise; Tawan Dheva-Aksorn, CEO of Aksorn Education; Bank of Thailand
Governor Veerathai Santiprabhop; Supinya Klangnarong, commissioner of National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission; Derek Chilvers, trustee of
Eisenhower Fellowships; Chadamas Thuvasethakul, vice-president of the National
Science and Technology Development Agency; Kittipong Kittayarak, executive
director of Thailand Institute of Justice; Somkiat Tangkitvanich, president of
Thailand Development Research Institute; Rathapol Bhakdibhumi, CEQ of GECS
Co; and Prinya Hom-anek, president of ACIS Professional Center Co.
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