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Court accepts Thai TV case

NANAT SUCHIVA

The Central Administrative Court vester-
day accepted a petition by Thai TV Co,
which requested an injunction to protect
its bank guarantee from being seized by
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

Thai TV president Pantipa Sakulchai
said she told the court that the regulator
had failed to facilitate a smooth digital
TV transition since auctions were held in
December 2013.

The NBTC has not pushed for distribu-
tion of the remaining 11.9 million subsidy
coupons and the use of multiple TV ratings.

The enforcement of its channel num-
bering rule for all platform operators is not
strict, while the delay of the third instalment
of auction fees due on May 22 is unlikely.

Moreover, the NBTC has not decided
whether digital TV operators could return
their licences.

“These issues are important for the
future and survival of digital TV operators,”
Ms Pantipa said.

Supinya Klangnarong, a broadcast-
ing commissioner at the NBTC, said she
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sympathised with cash-strapped Thai TV.

If the court approves its injunction
request, the whole digital TV industry will
be in trouble, she said.

“It will set a poor example, showing lax
enforcement of the NBTC's rules and regu-
lations,” Ms Supinya said.

“We're worried the other digital opera-
tors will follow in the footsteps of Thai TV

She said if the injunction request was
approved, it would affect the credibility
of Banglok Bank, the issuer of the banl
guarantee for Thai TV. In future auctions,
its letters of guarantee may not be accepted.

Thai TV’s two channel licences were
revoked on Feb 4, and the NBTC is now
pressuring Thai TV to pay remaining auc-
tion fees and interest totalling 1.78 billion
baht by March 13. This will include the
overdue second instalment of auction fees
of 288 million baht.

The company said it incurred a loss of 1
billion baht in running the Loca children’s
channel and Thai TV news, both of which
went off the air last Dec 1.

Ms Supinyasaid ifthe court case was pro-
longed, the country would lose auction rev-
enue that could be used for infrastructure.
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Thai TV unfazed
by first setback

in court in battle
with NBTC

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THAITV COstillhas highhopes of win-
ningitsfightwiththebroadcastingreg-
ulatoreven though at the first hearing
onthecase, theCentral Administrative
Courtdidnotissueatemporaryinjunc-
tion against the seizure of the compa-
ny's bank guarantee after the revoca-
tion of its two digital-TV licences.

“We believe that we can win this
long battle with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunic-
ations Commission, which failed to
marshal the transition from analog to
digital TVinlinewiththenational mas-
ter plan. Our company was a victim of
this failure,” said media veteran
Pantipa “Sister Tim" Sakulchai, presi-
dent of Thai TV Co.

Pantipa told the press after her
legal team gave testimony yesterday
atthehearingthat hercompanywould
neither allow the NBTC to claim its
bank guarantee nor pay fees andfines
demanded by the commission.
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However, NBTC member Supinya
Klangnarong said Thai TV Co violated
regulations by endingits publicservice
without the permission of the com-
mission, which was affecting the pub-
licinterest.

Inaddition, if Thai TV wants to exit
the current licence-based regime, it
must comply with the law by paying
the remaining five instalments of its
upfront licence fees by March 13 after
receivinganofficialnotice of revocation
of its licences from the NBTC, she said.

“| told the judges that granting a
temporarily injunction could cause a
domino effect on law enforcement
both in the telecommunications and
the broadcasting sector. Also, such a
decision might have animpact onthe
collectionof [staterevenue] frompre-
vious auctions of radio frequencies as
well as upcoming ones.”

The company had petitioned the
court to issue a temporary injunction
lastweek toprotestagainsttheNBTC's
administrative order of the revocation
of two digital TV licences for Thai TV
newsstationand Locafamilychannel,
which was later renamed MVTV
Family.

The notice also demanded full
payment of the remaining five instal-
mentsoftheupfront licence feesworth
Bt1.63 billion plus value-added tax as
well as the unpaid annual licence fees
and a daily fine of Bt60,000 by March
13.Butif Thai TV failed to respond, the
bank guarantor,Bangkok Bank,should
assume this responsibility.
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MCOT’s pay-TV plan gets nod

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
yesterday voted 3-2 to approve MCOT's plan
to upgrade its 2.6GHz wireless broadband
technology for pay-TV services.

MCOT has 144 megahertz of bandwidth
on the 2.6-gigahertz spectrum, ranging from
2,536-2,690MHz, which was earlier used to
operate pay-TV services under the multi-
channel distribution system (MMDS).

MCOT and Playwork Co have signed a
contract to operate pay-TV services. MCOT

News ID: C-160224003049 (24 Feb 16/05:49)

¥ IQNewsClip’
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earlier claimed it had the right to retain all
144MHz of its bandwidth on the 2.6GHz
spectrum, and said it planned to use part of
itto offer a 4G-based pay-TV service, return-
ing the remainder to the NBTC for auction.
However, the broadcasting committee has
still not concluded how long MCOT can con-
tinue using the spectrum. Accordingto NBTC
regulations, MCOT may have the right to use
itfornomorethan 10years starting from 2012,
which means it would have only five years left.
Three of the broadcasting committee’s five
membersvoted tosupport MCOT’s plan, while
the other two were reportedly of the opinion
that MCOT had no right to operate any of its
bandwidth on the 2.6GHz spectrum.
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