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Headline: Journos took pollster's payments, probe confirms

Clip: Full Color

MEDIA

Journos took pollster’s
payments, probe confirms

POST REPORTERS

Three television reporters violated
press ethics by accepting money
from a pollster, according to a source
close to an inquiry initiated by four
media associations.

A sub-committee has found three tel-
evision reporters breached their code of
conduct by accepting payments from
Abac Poll, of Assumption University,
he said.

The probe was set up six months ago
after Isranews Agency reported the uni-
versity had found the pollster made 163
payments to the media worth a total of
4.42 million baht.

Of this, one payment worth 2.15
million baht was allegedly made to a
specific television reporter, whose name
was withheld.

The media bodies — the Thai

Broadcast Journalists Association
(TBJA), the Thai Journalists Association
(TJA), the News Broadcasting Council
of Thailand (NBCT), and the National
Press Council of Thailand (NPCT) —
ordered an investigation.

The source said the reporter was
unable to provide details to clear up the
allegation and there were grounds to
believe the reporter used his profession
to demand benefits.

Two other television reporters admit-
ted they had received money but there
were no details about the payments. In
other cases, there was inadequate infor-
mation for the committee to determine
if violations of press ethics took place.

According to the source, the panel
will hand over its findings to the four
associations late next month. It will rec-
ommend the NBCT launch a probe into
the two cases.
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