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AIS to launch 4G next month

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

SET-listed Advanced Info Service Ple (AIS)
is preparingto launch mass-market fourth-
generation (4G) service by mid-December.

The move comes after the country’s larg-
est mobile operator let its two smaller rivals
lead the new-generation mobile broadband
market for a year.

ATS, through its subsidiary Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN), will have to make
every effort to grab a major share of the 4G
marlket to maintain its leadership of the
overall market, industry veterans said.

AWN vesterday gave the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) a cashier’s cheque
for 21.1 billion baht including VAT as a first
half-payment of its bidding amount for an
18-year licence to provide 4G service on the
1800-megahertz spectrum.

True Move H Universal Communication,
the True Corporation subsidiary that won
the first licence on the spectrum, plans to
malke its first half-payment of 20.5 billion
baht next week.

AIS executive Sutichai Cheunchoosil shows
the cheque. PORNPROM SATRABHAYA

AIS chief executive Somchai Lertsuti-
wong expects fierce competition in the 4G
market next year, sparked by innovative
mobile applications.

More players are also jumping into the
fray includingstate enterprises TOT Plcand
CAT Telecom.

As of Sept 30, AIS had 37.8 million sub-
scribers — 35.9 million 3G customers and

News ID: C-151124001081 (24 Nov 15/06:01)
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1.9 million 2G users.

Mr Somchai said AIS would pro-
vide 4G tariff rates in line with the
NBTC's regulations.

He said he could not elaborate on AIS’s
4G business plans and marketing due to the
NBTC's silent-period restriction.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith said the telecom committee would
meet today to endorse the licensing
approval process.

The regulator expects to award asecond
licence to AWN tomorrow.

Winning bidders must pay the first half
ofthe bidding amount within 90 days ofthe
auction date. Another 25% must be paid
next year and the rest in 2017,

Mr Takorn insists the NBTC will strictly
govern the promotional service charges of
4G service, Winners of 1800- MHz licences
must provide 4G tariffs lower than 69 satang
a minute for voice service and 26 satang a
megabyte for data service.

AIS shares (ADVANC) closed yesterday
ontheSET at212 baht, unchanged, in trade
worth 840 million baht.
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AIS beats True Corp to the
punch with fee instalment

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ADVANCED Wireless Network
(AWN) paid Bt20.493 billion to the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) yesterday as the first instal-
mentofthe 1,800MHz licence upfront
fee.

AWN, a wholly owned subsidiary
of Advanced Info Service (AIS), is the
first of the two winners of telecom
licencestothe 1,800-megahertzspec-
trum to pay the first instalment,
underscoring its eagerness to launch
its fourth-generation service on the
spectrum by the middle of December.

AlShopes to steal a march on rival
True Corp, whose subsidiary True

Move H Universal Communication
(TUC) was the other winner of a
1,800MHz licence at the auction,
which was held on November 11 and
12. An NBTC source said AWN was
expected to conduct a trial launch on
December 18.

Somchai Lertsutiwong, AIS’schief
executive officer, said the company
plannedtolaunchtheservicesoonbut
could not elaborate on the exact date.

“When we are ready, we are confi-
dent we can launch the best services
for our customers after waiting for our
4G services for long time,” Somchai
said.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC, said the its telecom
committee would convene today to

Vithit Leenutapong, chairman of Advanced Info Service, fourth left, hands over a cheque for the first instalment of Bt20.493

v f??';!}.\ Ua

approve the awarding of the licences
to the auction winners who have paid
the first instalment. The 18-year
licence will be effective on the same
day. However, TUC has still not
informed the NBTC of when it will
make the payment.

A source from True Corp said the
company would pay the first instal-
ment of Bt19.896 billion after the
upcoming auction of licences on the
900MHz spectrum, scheduled for
December 15.

According to the NBTC, the bid
winners have to pay the first instal-
ment within 90 days of the telecom
committee’s approval of the auction
outcome, which was November 16.
The winners are required to pay the
second and third instalments of 25 per
cent in each of the next two years.

AWN secured the second block of
1,800MHz by bidding Bt40.986 bil-
lion, while TUC secured the first
licence block with the final bid of
Bt39.792 billion.

AWN’s first instalment will be
Bt21.927 billion, including value-
added tax of 7 per cent, while the sec-

Z
=
=
Z

billion of the upfront 4G licence fee of Bt40.986 billion on behalf of AIS subsidiary Advanced Wireless Network to Thares
Punsri, chairman of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, fifth left, at the NBTC’s head office.
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ond and third instalments will be
Bt10.963 billion each, including VAT.

Takorn said the NBTC would
transfer all the proceeds to the state
after deducting some of its expenses.
The expenses for the auction totalled
Bt110 million.

Once the 1,800MHz licences are
awarded, the existing 2G-1,800MHz
service, which is now being served to

around 300 subscribers of Digital
Phone (DPC) and 43,000 subscribers
of TrueMove, will be switched off.
They are the TrueMove and DPC cus-
tomers who have yet to migrate to
other networks after the companies’
concessions expired in September
2013.

The NBTC reclaimed the
TrueMove and DPC spectrum bands
for auction after their concessions
expired.

The telecom committee will also
discuss today how to take care of the

biddersin its auction of two 900MHz
licences on December 15.

The committee had received com-
plaints from executives of the four bid-
ders over its inability to set up appro-
priate facilities during the auction of
the 1,800MHz licences on November
11 in the event that it would drag on
for an extra day. They complained
after the bid competition continued
beyond the originally intended clos-
ingtime of 9pm on November 11. This
meant the bidding executives had to
stay overnight in the uncomfortable

NBTC bidding rooms. The auction
ended late on November 12.

Vithit Leenutapong, chairman of
ATS, informed the NBTC executives
yesterday that the company would
prefer non-stop bidding to guarantee
the transparency of the process, but
the NBTC should provide more facil-
ities to accommodate the bidders.

The four bidders for the 900MHz
licences will be AWN, TUC, Total
Access Communication’s DTAC
TriNet and Jasmine International’s
Jas Mobile Broadband.
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Operators sue for numbering system

Both sides claim
customer confusion

NANAT SUCHIVA

Major satellite and cable TV network
operators will file a lawsuit against the
broadcasting regulator, as they oppose
the enforcement of the same channel
numbering for the first 36 channels
starting on Dec 2 for all TV platforms.

The plaintiffs are TrueVisions, the
country's largest pay-TV operator, and
the Satellite TV Network Providers Club
led by PSI Holdings.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)

will enforce the new regulation that all
TV network operators including digi-
tal, satellite and cable must rearrange
the first 36 channels to have the same
numbering system starting on Dec 2 to
reduce public confusion.

Satellite and cable TV network oper-
ators can now freely arrange their first
10 channels.

A high-ranking NBTC official
said TrueVisions planned to sue the
regulator over the channel number-
ing rule, saying it would create cus-
tomer confusion.

TrueVision executives could not be
reached for comment.

PSI Holdings filed its opposition to
this rule since last year.

It is frustrated with the channel
numbering system, and the same NBTC

source said PSI was ready to sue the
regulator on behalf of the Satellite TV
Network Providers Club.

PSIreaches 17.5 million households
nationwide, controlling a 70% market
share in the satellite TV business.

Wichit Aurareevorakul, president
of Charoen Cable TV (8888) Co, a big
local cable TV operator, said many
local cable TV operators would strug-
gle to inform their clients of the change,
while some did not have the techno-
logical support to rearrange the chan-
nel numbers.

Takorn Tantasith, NBTC’s secretary-
general, said the same channel num-
bering would make every TV plat-
form similar.

“This rule will reduce audience con-
fusion about channels,” he said.

News ID: C-151124001096 (24 Nov 15/06:14)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/2

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: Business/NATIONAL

Date: Tuesday 24 November 2015

No: -

Ad Value: 135,240

Page: B3(Top)
PRValue (x3): 405,720

Volume: -
Col.Inch: 90.16

Headline: Operators sue for numbering system

Clip: Full Color

It should also make it easier for
digital channels and platform opera-
tors to promote their channels, Mr
Takorn said.

Under the new rule, the first 12
channels are for public TV, 13-15 are
for children's channels, 16-22 for news
channels, 23-29 for variety on standard
definition, and 30-36 for variety with
high definition.

This channel line-up has been in use
for digital TV set-top boxes, which can
only watch free TV, since April 2014.

Only four public channels are avail-
able: Channel 5HD, NBT (National
Broadcasting Services of Thailand),
Thai PBS and Parliament TV.

Although major satellite and cable
TV platform operators disagree with
the new rule, Mr Takorn insisted the

policy would come into force.

Fahmai Damrongchaitham, GMM
Grammy Plc’s chief operating officer
for GMM Z, agreed with the channel
numbering adjustment, saying GMM
Z was ready to follow the rule.

He believes it will benefit audiences
in each platform by making it easier
remember their favourite channels,
thereby reducing confusion and cre-
ating fairness for digital TV operators.

RS Plc, which operates the Sunbox
satellite TV system, also said it would
rearrange the channel line-up for the
first 36 channels in line with the NBTC
requirement.,

The company, which also operates
digital Channel 8, expects the change
will reduce public confusion and ben-
efit consumers.
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Headline: Nation channels take on NBTC

Nation channels take on NBTC

NANAT SUCHIVA

Operators of the Nation TV and Now digital
channels have filed alawsuitin the Central
Administrative Court against the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) for its alleged negli-
gence in facilitating the transition to digi-
tal TV.

The channels, which are operated by
Nation Broadcasting Corporation and
Bangkok Business Broadcasting Co, both
subsidiaries of Nation Multimedia Group,
yesterday demanded 3.04 billion baht
in compensation.

They claimed the regulator’s negligence
had caused them financial difficulties.

Nation Broadcasting president Adisak
Limprungpatanakij said Nation TV and
Now also demanded the NBTC improve

its facilitation work in a bid to help digital
TV operators survive.

They want all TV platform operators to
have the same channel-numberingsystem,
an extension for the third instalment of pay-
ments of auction fees, and a reduction in
digital TV network rental fees.

“We hope that giving legal remedies for
all digital TV players will be a development
for the entire industry that can drive the
country’s economy,” Mr Adisak said.

Many digital TV channels are struggling
to survive amid fierce competition.

Five other digital TV channels — GMM
Grammy's One and GMM, PPTV, Thairath
TV and Bright TV — jointly filed a lawsuit
against the NBTC in August for its alleged
negligence and failure to facilitate the digi-
tal transition.

“We want to see a big improvement in

the TV industry. We hope the NBTC will
solve all the problems, work systematically
and transparently and keep its promise;’
Mr Adisak said.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said he was concerned about the legal
move by Nation TV and Now.

“As the regulator, the NBTC has been
waorking hard to push for the digital TV
transition. We did our best, but the results
sometimes did not turn out as we expected,”’
he said.

The five digital TV channels have
accused the NBTC of not taking any action
to improve its facilitation work, causing
them to lose more than 21 million baht
a day.

They are demanding compensation of
1.2 billion baht, plus their daily losses of
21 million.
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Nation Multimedia Group yesterday
filed a lawsuit against the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission with the Administrative
Court. It is suing regulator for Bt3 billion
over its alleged negligence in
marshalling the transition from

analog todigital TV. >>18

NMG sues NBTC
over alleged
mishandling
of transition
to digital TV

THE NATION

NATION Multimedia Group
(NMG) yesterday sued the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) for almost Bt3 billion
in damages at the Central
Administration Court, allegedly
caused by the regulator’s negli-
gence in marshalling the transition
from analog to digital TV.

NMG, which operates two ter-
restrial-based digital channels, the
Nation TV news station and Now
26 variety channel, was the latest
broadcaster to take this matter to
the court. Itsaysitbelieves thatthe
transition to digital television is
;:]ery crucial for the national bene-

t.

The company appealed to the
court for Bt2.96 billion in com-
pensation, comprising Bt1.958 bil-
lion for Now 26 and Bt1.003 bil-
lion for Nation TV.

Adisak Limprungpatanakij,
chief executive officer of Nation
Broadcasting Corporation, a mem-
ber of NMG, said yesterday that
there was an array of promises that
the NBTC had not delivered on yet.

“Although the commission is
going to set a single standard of
channel numbering across all plat-
forms next month, we need more
remedial measures for opportuni-
ty losses arising from the delay in
the roll-out of the digital TV net-
work under the NBTC,” Adisak
said.

In the petition to the court,
NMG also called for both financial
and non-financial support for the

Adisak Limprungpatanékii, chief executive officer of Nation Broadcasting

Corporation, shows the lawsuit document to the media as he arrives at the
Central Administrative Court to sue the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission for almost Bt3 billion in damages yesterday.

whole industry, such as postpone-
ment of the third instalment of
upfront licence fees that is sched-
uled for May, and financial assis-
tance involving the cost of cable
and satellite TV transmission and
new TV audience ratings.

Apartfrom Nation TV and Now
26, five other major digital TV
channels yesterday appeared atthe
court and asked for compensation
of Bt21 million per day in a case
against the NBTC for inattention
and delayed execution on thetran-
sition from an analog TV system to
a digital one.

Complaint group

The other five channels in the
complaint group are One, PPTV,
Thairath TV, GMM 25, and Bright
TV.

Wasin Leotwalaipong, alawyer
from Baker & McKenzie, which is
the legal representative of the
group of broadcasters, said the
original five complainants yester-
day altered their petition, demand-
ing daily compensation of Bt21

million untilthe NBTC ceases inat-
tention of infringements and fol-
lows legal practices for the TV sys-
tem transition.

On August 24, the group had
filed a case against the NBTCalleg-
inginattention to the delayed tran-
sition from analog to digital, ask-
ing for Bt9.55-billion compensa-
tion with interest of 7.5 per cent per
annum.

Both parties were interrogated
by the Central Administrative
Court. The NBTC agreed to solve
the problems and obstacles, but
there have not been any solutions
yet.

Thedigital TV group also hand-
edinits proposed measures forset-
ting of licence fees and contribu-
tion to the Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Research
and Development Fund for the
PublicInterest(BTFP), the TV rat-
ing system and others.

Adisak said thatifthe problems
and obstacles remained unsolved,
there could be three or four more
digital TV operators suing the
broadcasting regulator.

NATION/WATCHARACHAI KLAIPONG
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