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True tenders 4G payment

SET-listed True Corporation has made
the first half-payment of its winning bid
amount to the national telecom regulator.

Through subsidiary True Move H Uni-
versal Communication, it handed over
a cashier’s cheque for 20.5 billion baht
including VAT yesterday.

The payment is in exchange for
an 18-year licence to provide fourth-
generation service on the 1800-mega-
hertz spectrum.

True hopes the instalment will lay to
rest rumours that it cannot afford to make
the payments.

Winning bidders must pay the first half
of their bid amounts within 90 days of the
auction date, another 25% next year and
the rest in 2017.

However, True has still has not provided
proof of bank guarantees for the other half
it owes.

The NBTC will wait until True gives

News ID: C-151126001077 (26 Nov 15/05:22)
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The NBTC received this cashier’s cheque
from True Corporation yesterday.

such proof before issuing a licence to
the company.

Group executive director Thiti Nanta-
patsiri said True would provide the proof
“at an auspicious time”.

TRUE shares closed yesterday on the SET
at 8.50 baht, down 20 satang, in heavy trade
worth 1.5 billion baht.
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True Group approaches
NBTC to extend 26 service

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TRUE Group yesterday petitioned the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission for a revision of the
order to cut off second-generation cellular
service on the 1800-megahertz spectrum at
midnight yesterday.

True Move H Universal Communication,
a subsidiary of True Corp also paid Bt19.9
billion to the NBTC as the first instalment
for its 4G- 1800MHz licence.

The payment was half of the company’s
total bid at the recent telecom-licence auc-
tion.

Two bank guarantees will be incorpo-
rated in the second and third instalments
at an auspicious time.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of
the NBTC, said a True Move executive had
explained that the company did not place
the bank guarantees yet because it is wait-
ing for a fortune-teller to tell it the proper
time to get the licence.

Each bid winner has to pay the first
instalment within 90 days of the auction,
accounting for 50 per cent of the bid. Bank
guarantees must be arranged for the sec-
ond and third instalments.

Urgent meeting

In its petition to the NBTC, True Move
insisted that it would continue its 2G-
1800MHz service to avoid inconveniencing
its 43,000 remaining customers who have
yet to migrate to another network.

News ID: C-151126003127 (26 Nov 15/06:02)
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The NBTC telecom committee will hold
an urgent meeting today to consider True
Move’s proposal.

The 2G-1800MHz concessions expired
in 2013, but the NBTC later permitted the
operators to continue serving customers
until the chief of the National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO) makes a decision
on the issue or the 4G-1800MHz bid win-
ners obtain their licences.

The company argued that the NBTC
should wait for the NCPO’s decision and con-
sider cutting off the service on a case-by-
case basis.

Since the company has yet to receive the
licence to operate a 4G serviceon 18S00MHz,
it claims it still has the right to operate the
2G service.

Yesterday, an Advanced Info Service
(AIS) official picked up a 4G-1800MHz
licence from the NBTC after paying its first
instalment of Bt20.4.9 billion.

Tt also placed a bank guarantee for the
second and third instalments, both Bt10.25
billion.

Somchai Lertsutiwong, chief executive
officer of AIS, said company’s board would
hold a meeting next Thursday to consider
thebudget plan for the new investment and
the trial launch date of 4G services.

He declined to discuss the trial launch
date but AIS will start to switch on the 4G
services on December 18.

AlS’s new investment will mainly focus
on 1,800MHz base stations, since it has
already completed installing 120,000 kilo-
metres of its fibre-optic network nation-
wide to support the services.
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Headline: MAAT eyes financial aid as ratings push gains support

Clip: Full Color

CASH CALL

MAAT hopes support from broadcasters and
media agencies for its TV ratings services will
mean financial help from the NBTC. B3

MAAT eyes financial aid as
ratings push gains support

NANAT SUCHIVA

The Media Agency Association of Thailand
(MAAT) hopes that growing support from
broadcasters and media agencies for its
Media Research Development Associa-
tion (Thailand) or MRDA, will translate to
financial backing from the regulator.

The MRDA, which yesterday changed
its name from the Media Research Bureau
(MRB), is a non-profit organisation set up
by MAAT to supervise new TV ratings ser-
vices for digital TV in 2017.

The MAAT hopes the growing par-
ticipation of broadcasters and media
agencies in the MRDA will convince the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) to pro-
vide financial support for its TV ratings
services, said Wannee Ruttanaphon, the
MAAT chairwoman.

The MRDA now has the Association of
Digital TV Broadcasting (Thailand), the Sat-
ellite Television Association (Thailand), the
Thailand Cable TV Association and leading
agencies from the MAAT as members.

They set up the MRDA because they
want new TV ratings after using the services
ofNielsen Co (Thailand), which has been
the only TV ratings agency in Thailand for

News ID: C-151126001084 (26 Nov 15/05:37)
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three decades.

The MRDA will require 369 million baht
to set up the new TV ratings measurement
system in the first year of operation. The
amount will cover the survey and a five-
year contract with London-based Kantar
Media, which won the bid to take care of
the ratings operation.

Ms Wannee said the MRDA's new audi-
ence ratings measurement system would
appeal due to its uniqueness in providing
data to help broadcasters and advertisers
compare the ratings among all similar pro-
grammes and find ways to improve.

The MRDA audience ratings system
would be highly accurate because of the
large number of 30,000 respondents from
the establishment survey across the coun-
try from 3,000 home panels, she said.

After the establishment survey is done in
2016, the real TV ratings service will come
in 2017 and the number of respondents will
be reduced to 20,000.

Ms Wannee said most digital TV chan-
nels had confirmed they will use the new TV
ratings service. They are Channel 3, MCOT
HD, Thai PBS, Channel 5, TNN24, New TV,
Bright TV, Voice TV, Nation TV, Now, Work-
point TV, GMM, One, Mono, Thairath TV,
Amarin TV, PPTV and Spring News.
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