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Supinya slams ‘self-censorship’

NANCHANOK WONGSAMUTH

Journalists must refrain from self-cen-
sorship, despite the restrictions on
media freedom imposed by the ruling
junta, an activist-turned-media regulator
said yesterday.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member of the
state-run National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission, said the
media was obliged to “dare to cross the line”
on public interest issues, especially in a
society with limited freedom of expression.

“State power is now the media’s largest
fear, and sometimes it causes them to back
down,” Ms Supinya said in a speech mark-
ing the Amnesty International Media For
Human Rights Award ceremony.

“A media that lacks freedom is not truly a
media, but in fact a propaganda tool of the

government,” said the activist, who faced a
criminal case and then a 400 million baht
civil suitin 2004 for allegedly defaming Shin
Corp, owned by then Prime Minister Thak-
sin Shinawatra.

Both cases were seen as important tests
of Thailand's press freedom. She was taken
to court by Shin Corp for “damaging the
company’s reputation and business deal-
ings with research and articles that alleged
links between it and the then ruling Thai
Rak Thai Party” Both cases were dismissed
in 2006.

The government has repeatedly denied
restricting media freedom, although several
journalists have been “summoned” by the
regime for “attitude adjustment” sessions as
their reports have been tracked by a com-
mittee set by the National Council for Peace
and Order (NCPOQ).
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Last December, Amnesty International
urged its members worldwide to demand
the NCPO lift the ban on public assembly
and political activity, as well as drop all
charges against student activists attempt-
ing to stage a symbolic graft investigation
at the controversial Rajabhakti Park, one of
the corruption issues dogging the military-
led regime.

Foreign Minister Don Pramudwinai hit
back this week, saying the London-based
rights watchdog had sought to mislead the
public into thinking the government was
restricting human rights.

Champa Patel, Amnesty International’s
interim director for South Asia and South
East Asia and Pacific, said yesterday the
agency was “more than happy” to have a
dialogue directly with the government, not
via the media.
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| BUSINESS |

Auction call

New round of bidding possible
for 900-MHz spectrum as
JAS may lack funding.

B1

Rerun possible for 900MHz bid

Fears grow that JAS
lacks funding ability

SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The telecom regulator is quietly drawing
up plans to call a new auction round for
the 900-megahertz spectrum if bid winner
Jasmine International fails to secure the
massive funding needed.

The development comes in the wake of
rumours circulating in the industry that
Bangkok Bank initially rejected Jasmine’s
borrowing plan.

“We will raise the planned reauction
issue at our legal panel next week for con-
sideration,” said a high-ranking source at
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

“The critical elements to be raised at the
panel will include the amount of default
penalty and the conditions of the reauction.”

Jasmine International, through subsidi-
aryJAS Mobile Broadband, was given until
March 21 to make its first payment of 8.04
billion baht, half the estimated real spec-
trum value.

The company must post three banlk
guarantees for the remaining amounts
including an additional 25% of the spec-
trum value to be paid this vear, a final 25%
in 2017 and the remaining bid amounts

www.ignewsclip.com

in 2018.

“The NBTC has the right to confiscate
the guarantee JAS placed before the auction
worth 645 million baht, 5% of the reserve
price,” the source said.

JAS won the first licence for 75.7 billion
baht or 487% higher than the reserve price
of 12.9 billion baht.

True Move H Universal Communication
(TUC), asubsidiary of True Move, won the
second licence for 76.3 billion baht or 491%
above the reserve price.

“TUC will still have to pay for the amount
the company bid for and has no right to
join any new round of auctions,” the NBTC
source said.

An industry source said the bankinitially
rejected JAS's borrowing plan and told the
company to submit a new plan, citing the
exorbitant licence cost.

The source said a prospective South
Korean partner scrapped an alliance with
JAS, adding: “Personally, I think TAS is likely
to be unable to pay for its licence.”

Another industry source said TUC was
unwilling to make its first payment, waiting
for a clearer signal from JAS.

The NBTC source said the regulator
did not want to see JAS embracing failure,
which would reverberate through the tel-
ecommunications sector as a whole.

“We may have to seek suggestions from
the Council of State on the planned reauc-
tion before implementing any measures
in order to ensure fair practices to all par-
ties as well as preventing any possible legal
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backlash,’ the source said.

The source said Jasmine Group would
suffer damage if its subsidiary defaulted
since the two had the same major share-
holders and top executives.

The NBTC source said it would be dif-
ficult to determine an exact time frame for
the reauction plan.

“The new allocation of the 900MHz
spectrum may have to be done by auction
instead of allowing the second runner-up
in the bid to overtake the ownership of the
4G licence at [JAS's] winning price of 75.7
billion baht,” the source said. “Ibelievethe
reserve price for the reauction could start at
a price close to the winning prices.’

Somprasong Boonyachal, former chair-
man of the group executive committee of
InTouch Plc, the parent firm of Advanced
Info Service Ple, said AIS was interested in
anew 900MHz auction if the reserve price
was not set at the previous winning price.

Mr Somprasong, who retired on Dec
31 and has been named as an adviser
to InTouch’s new chief executive, said
the company had no need to secure the
900MHz licence, as it could wait for a new
round of auctions for the 1800MHz spec-
trum in the next two years.

JAS shares have plunged 36% from their
closing price on Dec 18, one day before the
auction result was announced. They closed
at 3.06 baht vesterday.

TRUE shares have also suffered,
down 8.2% since Dec 18 to close at 6.65
baht yesterday.
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