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True pre-empts AIS in launching 4G service

Move aims to maintain
leadership in market

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

True Move, the country’s third-largest
mobile operator, plans to launch its mass-
market fourth-generation (4G) wireless
broadband service next week, ahead of
bigger rival Advanced Info Service (AIS).

The pre-emptive move is aimed at main-
taining its leadership in the 4G market and
strengthening its position as the mobile
operator with the highest amount of oper-
ating bandwidth to provide 4G.

Mobile leader AIS announced it
will launch 4G commercial service
in mid-December, two weeks after it
obtained a licence to operate 4G service
on 15 megahertz of bandwidth on the 1800-
MHz spectrum.

AIS does not provide 4G yet in Thailand
and the company has the least amount
of bandwidth.

True, through True Move H Universal

1800MH:

Ndn. | insauwmAu

1800MH:

WSS

PRE-EMPTIVE MOVE

True Move will launch its mass-market 4G
wireless broadband service next week, ahead
of bigger rival AlS. B3

Communication (TMC), and AIS, through
Advanced Wireless Network, each won a
licence to provide 4G service on the 1800-
MHz spectrum in a marathon 30 hours
of bidding.

“We are preparing to launch our high-
speed 4G service ahead of AIS to fight
for a bigger market share,” said Thiti
Nantapatsiri, group executive director of
True Corporation.

True now operates 4G service on the
10 MHz band of the 2100-MHz spectrum,
launched two years ago. The company will
roll out its 4G service on 15 MHz of the
1800-MHz spectrum next week.

“We have a combined 25 MHz of operat-
ing bandwidth for 4G commercial service,
compared with AIS having only 15 MHz,” he
said. True is now the operator having the
highest amount of 4G bandwidth.

Mr Thiti said as True Move was the first
operator to introduce 4G, the company
has early experience in the market and has
implemented market pre-entry strategies.

TMC yesterday handed the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) two bank guarantees
worth a combined 21.3 billion baht for the
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outstanding half of its 4G licence fee.

The NBTC will award a the licence to
TMC at 11am tomorrow, an auspicious time
requested by the company.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said True Move must switch off its 2G
mobile signal on the 1800-MHz spectrum
after midnight of Dec 4, as stipulated by the
auction rules.

True Move previously operated 2G ser-
vice on the 1800-MHz spectrum under a
concession agreement with CAT Telecom.
The concession expired in September 2013.

True Move has 43,000 customers on
its 2G network. However, Mr Takorn said
cutting the 2G signal will not affect True
Move's existing 43,000 2G users because
they will be transferred to the company’s
4G network on the 1800-MHz spectrum,
now owned by TMC.

TMC will send text messages to those
2G customers to inform them that the 2G
service will, from tomorrow, be operated
by the company.

Mr Thiti said TMC will reserve a portion
of bandwidth on the 1800-MHz spectrum
under the 4G licence to provide services
for 2G users.

Thiti Nantapatsiri,
True group
executive director
(second left) and
Col Settapong
Malisuwan,

NBTC vice-
chairman, hold the
symbolic cheque
representing two
bank guarantees
totalling 21.3
billion baht handed
over by TMC
yesterday. Flanking
them are Wilaiwan
Srisamrual, True
chief financial
officer for mobile
business group
(left) and Gen Sukij
Kamasunthorm,

an NBTC
commissioner.
PORNPROM
SATRABHAYA
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TUC to get 1800MHz licence on Friday,

will launch 4G service in mid-December

TRUE CORP SUBSIDIARY
HANDS IN BANK
GUARANTEES FOR 2ND,
3RD INSTALMENTS

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TRUE MOVE H Universal
Communication (TUC) of True
Corp plans to launch a 4G service
on its newly acquired 1800MHz
licence in the middle of this month,
according to Thiti Nantapatsiri,
True’s group executive director.
TUC and Advanced Wireless
Network (AWN) of Advanced Info

Service were the two winners of
licences on the 1,800-megahertz
spectrum at an auction last month.

Yesterday TUC handed bank
guarantees for the second and third
instalments of its upfront licence
fee to the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion and will obtain the licence
tomorrow. It paid the first instal-
ment on November 25.

AWN paid the first instalment
and placed bank guarantees for
the second and third instalments
at the same time on November 23
and got the licence on November
25.

The NBTC has said AWN plans
to launch its fourth-generation
service in the middle of this month.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said the commission’s
telecom committee yesterday
approved granting the licence to

TUCat11lam tomorrow. Thelicence
will be valid from that day until
September 15, 2035.

The NBTC will off
TrueMove’s 2G-1800MHz service
after midnight tonight.

After TrueMove's concession
ended in September 2013, the

NBTC reclaimed its 1800MHz
bandwidth to auction but allowed it
to continue serving customers who
failed to move to other networks,
until the granting of 1800MHz
licences.

switch

True Group executive director Thiti Nantapatsiri, second from left, hands the bank guarantees for the second and third
instalments to the NBTC.
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Thiti said 30,000 subscribers
remained active in TrueMove’s net-
work. TUC is talking with CAT
Telecom on leasing its 2G network
to serve these customers.

Earlier the NBTC said there were
more than amillion 2G users roam-
ing True Group’s 2G-1800M Hz net-
work.

The NBTC had wanted to switch
off the 2G service on November 25,
but TrueMove asked it to extend the
date to allow it to continue serving
customers until TUC obtained the
licence.

TrueMove also asked the NBTC
office yesterday to affirm that no
party was affected during its con-
tinued provision of the 2G service
as all revenue will be transferred to
the state and the spectrum still
belongs to the state.

Takorn said the telecom com-
mittee did not consider whether
TrueMove was violating its order
by continuing serving 2G customers
asthe 2G service would be switched
off as soon as TUC obtains the
licence.

Takorn said that today, the NBTC
would transfer the first-instalment
payments by both AWN and TUC,
totalling Bt40.29 billion, to the
Finance Ministry.
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