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Operators
divided on
licence idea

Proposal to allow some
off the hook raises ire

NANAT SUCHIVA

Some digital TV operators have expressed
their opposition to the proposal to allow
cash-strapped players to return digital
licences to the regulator, saying it would
hurtthe entire TV industry.

The proposal was made at Wednes-
day’s meeting between the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) and various digital
TV operators.

Apart from the licence issue, the NBTC
agreed to push for fixed channel number-
ing, speedy distribution of the remain-
ing subsidy coupons and wider use and
acceptance of multiple TV ratings sys-
tems. It also vowed to reduce expenses
caused by the must-carry rule.

RS Ple, led by chief executive Surachal
Chetchotisak, said digital operators knew
the rules before bidding on licences and
should have realised they might face busi-
ness uncertainties.

“Ithink digital TV operatorsshould not
have proposed that the national regula-
tor let them return their licences and not
pay the remaining auction fees when they
want to throw in the towel,” Mr Surachai
said. “This will damage the whole TV
industry and also the government.”

He said he understood that many
operators had struggled, butif the NBTC
accepted the request to change the rules
so easily, it would set a bad precedent.

“It's not fair for evervone,” Mr Surachai
sald. “The NBTC should find other ways
to help them without changing the rules
and regulations, which were imposed
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before the digital TV auctions.”

RS runs Channel 8, which ranks fourth
in viewership behind Channel 7, Channel
3 and Workpoint TV.

Chalakorn Panyashom, executive
vice-president of Workpoint Entertain-
ment Plc, said the NBTC should weigh
the national interest against the needs of
a few business operators.

“The NBTC can help them in many
ways such as helping to create public
awareness for digital channels or reduc-
ing expenses caused by the must-carry
rule,” he said.

Navamin Prasopnet, chief marketing
officer at Mono Technology Ple, operator
of the Mono 29 channel, said allowing
cash-strapped operators to return their
licences without paving the remaining
auction fees would unfairly penalise
Mono, which had paid its fees on time.

“If such a rule change is made, the
regulator must compensate us for oppor-
tunity losses,” he said.

Nr Navamin said the NBTC should
think about the disadvantage of allow-
ing operators to return the licences with-
out paying their fees, as the state would
lose a large sum of money earmarked
for development.

An NBTC working committee has met
three times with 24 digital TV operators
to discuss ways to help them deal with
financial difficulties.

The operators blame the regulator for
failing to facilitate the smooth transition
todigital TV. They proposed 10 topics for
the working panel to consider.

Five topics have been settled by the
two sides and will be presented to the
NBTC's broadcasting committee for fur-
ther consideration next Monday.

If endorsed by the panel, the proposal
will be presented to Prime Minister Prayut
Chan-o-cha for final approval.
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 BUSINESS |
Operators divided

Major digital TV operators
say latest proposal will hurt
the entire TV industry.

B1

Digital TV the driver for Mono Technology

NANAT SUCHIVA

Mono Technology Plc, an SET-listed media
and entertainment company, projects rev-
enue growth of 50% to 3 billion baht this
year on the back of digital TV.

The company also expects T Moment, a
film studio joint venture with Tai Entertain-
ment Co, willbecome fully operational and
support its digital TV business.

Half the projected revenue will come
from digital TV operations, 40% from the
internet and mobile business and 10% from
films, music and radio, chief marketing
officer Navamin Prasopnet said.

“Our digital TV business will be the main
revenue driver this year, with the focus on
enhancing content for our Mono 29 chan-
nel,” he said.

Mono hopes its new contentline-up will
strengthen the channel positioning and

draw more viewers and advertisers.

The company has received exclusive
rights to films from both Thai and interna-
tional studios including Warner Bros, Para-
mount Pictures, NBC Universal, Saham-
ongkolfilm International, Phranakorn Film
and Major Film.

Films from these studios will be aired
during prime time, Mr Navamin said.

He said the film studio, T Moment, was
officially launched last month and would
supportthe digital TV business, particularly
in terms of self-produced content.

“Ibelieve our TV business will reach the
break-even point this vear, as we expect
ad revenue growth of 100-200%, given
the channel’s good TV ratings,” Mr Nav-
amin said.

Ad airtime on the Mono 29 channel
runs about 50,000 baht a minute during
prime time, up from 20,000 baht a minute
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last year.

Nielsen Co (Thailand) ranks the Mono
29 channel fifth among 27 free TV channels,
after Workpoint TV and RS Plc's Channel 8
at third and fourth, respectively.

Last year, Mono generated 600 million
baht from digital TV, rising to an estimated
1.5 billion this vear.

Its new digital TV studic in the
Ratchaphruelk Chaeng Watthana area will
be completed late this year, while the T
Moment film studio venture is projected
to generate hundreds of millions of baht
in revenue annually.

In 2015, Mono achieved revenue of 1.41
billion baht for a net profit of 358 million.
Full-year revenue is estimated at 2 bil-
lion baht.

MONO shares closed yesterday on the
SET at 1.99 baht, unchanged, in trade worth
2.41 million baht.
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The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission’s Doodee logo is displayed at an exhibition in support of the transition to
digital TV, which launched in April 2014. Several digital operators have encountered financial difficulties. PATIPAT JANTHONG
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Mono eyes Bt3 billion revenue on
popularity of blockbuster channel

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MONO Technology targets revenue
at Bt3 billion this year on the back
of the tremendous popularity of'its
Mono 29 digital-TV blockbuster
channel, which is now pulling in
paying advertisers.

“The digital-TV business is the
growth engine for the group,”
Navamin Prasopnet, assistant
chairman and chief marketing offi-
cer of Mono Technology, said yes-
terday.

“We expect Mono 29 to con-
tribute more than Bt1.5 billion this
year, ahuge increase from last year’s
Bt600 million, because advertisers
and brands are now confident to
invest their budgets with our media
outlets.”

The company is ready to pay the
third instalment of the upfront
licence fee in May.

Mono 29 has now set a clear
market direction as a free TV sta-
tion showcasing hot films and TV
series.

To boost its ratings, the compa-
ny has prepared about Bt800 mil-
lion for producing contents and
acquiring TV programmes form
abroad.

Italso struck exclusive deals with

leading distributors including
Warner Brothers, NBC Universal,
Paramountand Sahamongkol Film
International to deliver blockbuster
films to its viewers” homes.

Local con-
tent is also
important, so
the station will
produce about
eight to ten
local dramas
which will be
aired on
Mondays and .
Tuesdays after
evening news.

Mono 29
will be a spear-
head of the
company, Navamin said. Halfof'the
Bt3-billion projected revenue this
year will come from digital TV, fol-
lowed by the Internet and mobile
with 40 per cent and film produc-
tion, radio, music and publishing.

Last year, the Internet and
mobile business was the key rev-
enue contributor at 50 per cent,
while digital TV accounted for 40
per cent.

“Besides revenue, we hope to

see further growth in the digital-
TV business in the near future,” he
said.

‘ _

NAVAMIN
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By year-end, Mono 29 hopes to
score an average rating of 0.8 point,
doubling its 0.4 rating last month.
This would allow it to raise its
billing rate from Bt50,000 per
minute for prime-time slots from
6pm-10.30pm.

Mono 29 wants to maintain its
No 5 ranking in the TV broadcast-
ing business butimprove its adver-
tising revenue and utilisation. It
expects to balance revenue and
expenses, which suggests that the
group would widen its margin.

Third instalment

“Following this positive sign, we
believe that we can pay the third
instalment of upfront licence fees to
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
as planned. The payment is about
Bt400 million,” Navamin said.

After putting more weight on the
digital-TV business, other busi-
nesses like publishing and music
will continue to decline in parallel
with the market trend.

The company has reassigned
some staff from publishing to
support and provide content
fordthe digital media platform, he
said.
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True, AIS battle for 2G subscribers intensifies

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE BATTLE between Advanced Info Service
and True Corp for AlIS' existing 11 million 2G sub-
scribers has aggravated, going from simple
marketing campaigns to recent complaints over
unfair practices to the watchdog and now to
the police. True will file a complaint with the
Consumer Protection Police Division today on
AlS' alleged blocking of AlS 2G subscribers from
contacting the 1331 mabile phone number of
the True mobile phone service call centrein
many provinces. It said the incident has affect-
ed its services.

Recently, True asked the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission to probe what it claims were out-
going calls of AIS’ 2G subscribers toits 1131 call
centre, which were eventually redirected to the
AlS call centre instead, according to True direc-
tor and head of strategic policy development Dr

Athip Asvanund. It also asked the watchdog to
probe why AIS 2G subscribers, who live in some
areas, have allegedly experienced low success-
ful call rates when contacting True's call centre,

NBTC commissioner Prawit
Leesatapornwongsa said he has already
instructed NBTC officials to look into the cases.

When asked about this case, one AlS execu-
tive, who declined to be named, said that the
redirecting practice is to inform the 2G sub-
scribers to rush to port their mobile phone num-
bers from AIS’ 900MHz network to that of its
subsidiary Advanced Wireless Network (AWN)
before they are disconnected. Moreover, the
practice does not redirect only the 2G sub-
scribers’ calls to the True call centre but any
destined numbers.

Recently AIS and Total Access
Communication complained to the watchdog
that True's campaign to allow AIS 2G sub-
scribers to port their mobile phone numbers at
the vast network of 7-Eleven stores nationwide
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seems not to comply with NBTC porting rules,
given the lack of available official papers for
customers to sign on at 7-Elevens.

The watchdog viewed that the practice
complies with rule, citing that it would suffice
for the mobile-phone subscribers to show their
ID cards to make the porting.

AlS earlier operatedits cellular service on
900MHz. After its concession ended last
September, the watchdog reclaimed the spec-
trum for auction. True and Jasmine
International each won the 900MHz licence in
the auction last December.

Once any of the two winners pays the first
instalment of licence upfront, the NBTC will
grant the licence to it, which means AIS will
have to switch off its 900MHz service. This has
forced AlS to offer heavy promotional cam-
paigns to woo its 2G subscribers to the AWN
network. Over this week, True launched a
campaign to woo this customer group to its
network.
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