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Watchdog
eager to build
up ICT sector

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

At least 80% of Thais will be able to access
fourth-generation (4G) wireless broadband
service by 2017, given the network coverage
requirements set by the national telecom
regulator and aggressive network roll-outs
by mobile operators.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
has set a goal of creating a mobile econ-
omy to present companies with massive
opportunities and a competitive advantage
improving productivity, driving innovation
and increasing sales.

“We aim to lift Thailand's ranking onthe
global ICT Development Index (IDI) to be
a leader in Asean by 2020, up from fourth
in the region now,’ said Col Settapong Mal-
isuwan, the NBTC's vice-chairman.

He said deployment of 4G networkinfra-
structure nationwide would be the crucial
determinant in the country’s IDI ranking.

Thailand’s ranking has risen aggres-
sively since 2012, when a 3G network on the
2100-megahertz spectrum was deployed.
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The country now ranks 74th out of 167
countries in the IDI thanks to fast and
effective ICT development, with the most
dynamic improvements in the rankings
from 2010-15, said a report from the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union.

Thailand was ranked 92nd in the IDI in
2010, rising to 81st in 2014.

“We're seeing the fastest-paced ICT
development in Asia-Pacific,” Col Set-
tapong said.

The NBTC has outlined seven measures
under a two-year roadmap to achieve its
goal — ensuring mobile operators roll
out 4G infrastructure across the country;
cooperating with public and private tel-
ecom operators to provide affordable tariffs
for mobile broadband access; encourag-
ing small and medium-sized enterprises to
adopt 3G and 4G technologies to enhance
their competitiveness; supporting the
underprivileged and the handicapped in
accessing affordable wireless broadband
service; encouraging establishment of tel-
ecommunications infrastructure funds to
reduce investmentredundanciesand lower
network service fees; removing barriers to
mobile financial services and promoting
mobile banking services; and promoting
greater investment for fixed-line broadband
infrastructure to expand network coverage
into rural areas.

Col Settapong said the NBTC was
working with the central bank on stiffer
fraud controls for transactions via tel-
ecom networks.
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JAS Mobile to meet NBTC

Executives of JAS Mobile Broadband
(JASMBB), which holds a 800MHz spec-
trum licence, plan to meet with the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission tomorrow to learn more about
its rules, said an NBTC source.

As a new wireless broadband operator
under the NBTC licence, JASMBB feels that
it needs to learn more about all the com-
mission’s rules and procedures. It will also
consult with the NBTC on how to apply for
permits to import telecom equipment and
install equipment.

JASMBB is a subsidiary of telecom oper-
ator Jasmine International. The company is
expected to pay the first instalment of
Bt8.04 billion of the 900-megahertz licence
upfront fee and place a bank guarantee of
the total upfront fee within the next couple
of weeks to show financial readiness to
invest heavily to develop its fourth-genera-
tion wireless business.

JASMBB plans to import telecom equip-
ment from major vendors and has
approached CAT Telecom on renting the
state agency’s telecom towers to transmit
its service. The company is expected to
launch the 4G service next quarter.

JASMBB and True Move H Universal
Communication (TUC) of True Corp each
won a 900MHz licence at an auction last
month by bidding Bt75.65 billion and Bt76.3
billion respectively. True is expected to pay
the first instalment in the middle of this
month.
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Fine for TrueVisions starts

NANAT SUCHIVA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) started
fining TrueVisions yesterday, the first day
the pay TV operator violated the channel
numbering rule.

The minimum fine is 20,000 baht a day,
acting deputy secretary-general Sombat
Leelapata said.

Theregulator gave the country’s largest
pay TV company a final 15-day deadline
of Jan 4 to change its channel line-up in
accordance with the numbering rule. That
rule requires all TV platform operators to
use the same line-up for the first 36 chan-
nels of digital terrestrial stations. The same
rule applies to digital TV receivers.

TrueVisions is the only cable/satellite
service provider still ignoring the number-
ing rule.

The broadcasting committee raised this
issue at its board meeting yesterday, with
aresolution expected to be reached today.

“I hope TrueVisions complies with the
rule for the sake of its business, or else
its operating licence is at risk of being
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suspended or revoleed,” Mr Sombat said.

TrueVisions executives have beensilent
on the numbering rule.

Prior to Dec 2, the NBTC allowed all plat-
form operators to arrange the first 10 chan-
nels freely on their own. Under the new
rule, the first 12 channels are for public TV,
13-15 are for children's channels, 16-22 for
news channels, 23-29 for variety on stand-
ard definition and 230-36 for variety with
high definition.

TrueVisions filed a lawsuit against
the NBTC with the Central Administra-
tive Court last Nov 30 and requested an
emergency injunction for not following the
channel numbering rule, which took effect
on Dec 2.

The court dismissed the request but will
hearthe case. TrueVisions said the channel
changes would confuse subscribers.

AnNBTC source said TrueVisions would
face another fine of 1 million baht plus an
additional 50,000 baht a day for exceeding
the maximum amount of airtime for ads
and business service.

Its board plans to raise the issue at next
week’s meeting.
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