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PM backs 1800MHz auction

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
JIRAPONG PRASERTPOLKLANG
THE NATION

PRIME MINISTER General
Prayut Chan-o-cha said yesterday
that the upcoming auction of
1800MHz spectrum licences
should go ahead as planned.

While those opposing the auc-
tion have the right take legal action
against it, the auction itself should
proceed, he said.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
will call the bidding for two
1800MHz licences on November
11, and for two 900MHz licences on
December 15, amid opposition
from CAT Telecom and TOT, which
earlier held each of the spectra,
respectively.

TOT’S labour wunion on
Wednesday submitted alegal com-
plaint against NBTC members, the
NBTC secretary-general, and the
now-defunct National Telecom-
munications Commission, to
defend the state agency’s right to
continue using the 900OMHz spec-
trum until 2025, which is when its
telecom licence expires.

Tt will seek a court injunction
next week to suspend the NBTC’s
auction of 900MHz licences.

The union also asked the court
on Wednesday to make a final
ruling on the date on which TOT'’s
rights to the spectrum should end.

The choices are August 3,
2025, when its licence under the
NBTC expires, and September
30 this year, when the 900MHz
concession it granted to Advanced
Info Service (AIS) expired.

In 2013, CAT filed a similar suit
with the Central Administrative
Court against the NBTC’s plan to
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auction the 1800MHz bands
that CAT had allocated to
TrueMove and Digital Phone Co
(DPC).

Ithasalso asked the courttorule
on whether its right to the spec-
trum would terminate in 2025
when its telecom licence expires, or
in 2013 when its concessions grant-
ed to both companies are sched-
uledto end.

In a related matter, NBTC sec-
retary-general Takorn Tantasith
said yesterday that the watchdog’s
telecom committee would meet
early next week to decide whether
to allow CAT to upgrade its idle
20MHz of 1800MHz spectrum
bandwidth to 4G technology, and
the extension ofthe spectrum term
from 2018 to 2025.

The year 2018 is when the Total
Access Communication (DTAC)
concession granted by CAT is due
to expire, while 2025 is when the
CAT telecom licence expires.

CAT owned 75MHz of the
1800MHz spectrum, of which
12.5MHz of bandwidth was grant-
ed to both TrueMove and DPC,
25MHzto DTAC, and 5SMHz to the
NBTC for auction.

This leaves it with 20MHz of
idle bandwidth.

CAT has threatened to seek a
Central Administrative Court
ruling after November 11 to scrap
the NBTC’s announcement to
auction the 1800MHz licences,
should the NBTC telecom panel
fail to decide on its request for a
spectrum upgrade.

CAT’s acting president, Colonel
Sanpachai Huvanandana, said
the state agency had consulted
the Council of State yesterday
over when the terms of all
1800M Hz bands expire.
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CAT wants 4G spectrum
to back off auction lawsuit

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

CAT Telecom has offered not to take the
national telecom regulator to courtover the
fourth-generation (4G) spectrum auctions
row. In return, the regulator must grant it
part of the existing unused bandwidth on
the 1800-megahertz band owned by current
concessionaire Total Access Communica-
tion Plc (DTAC).

The state telecom wants to use the 20
MHz of unused bandwidth to provide its
own 4G service until 2025 even though the
concession between CAT and DTAC will
expire in 2018.

CAT executives submitted the proposal
to the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
vesterday.

The company earlier wanted to keep the
entire 75 MHz on the 1800-MHz spectrum
including 30 MHz slated to be auctioned
next Wednesday. It claims it was awarded
the right to use the frequency until 2018 by
the defunct National Spectrum Manage-
ment Commission.

CAT has baulked at returning
the frequency to the NBTC for auc-
tions. It also claims the right to hold
the 1800-MHz frequency until 2025
as agreed to under a licence agree-
ment awarded by the defunct National
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Telecommunications Commission.

CAT’s new proposal came after Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha and all
telecom-related organisations came out
in full supportofthe auctions of both 1800-
and 900-MHz spectra.

Gen Prayut insists both auctions will
take place, saying: “Any legal action taken
by organisations against the 4G auctions
will be illegal”

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the proposal was unacceptable,
as the 2G mobile concession with DTAC
on the 1800-MHz frequency is valid until
only 2018.

“We'd accept the proposal if CAT wants
to use a portion of the spectra until 2018,
he said.

Mr Takorn said CAT claimed the unused
20 MHz of bandwidth was not under
DTAC’s concession. He said DTAC had
the right to hold 50 MHz of bandwidth on
the 1800-MHz spectrum but used only half
to provide 2G mobile service, which CAT
claims means the unused portionisits own.

CAT also claims its concession terms
with DTAC clearly state DTAC is not
allowed to use the unused 25 MHz as long
asthe first part of the bandwidth (25 MHz)
is not fully used. Acting CAT president Col
Sanpachai Huvananda believes CAT will
receive approval for 4G service until 2025,

Page: 1/2
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THE 4G LICENCE AUCTIONS

S00-MHz spectrum without expiry

right by the now-defunct National

B |t also claims it was awarded a

National Telecommunications
Commission to provide telecom
service until 2025 as a provider
with its own network

Type-3 licence by the now-defunct

CAT Telecom's management

B CAT claims the right to hold 75
MHz of bandwidth on the
1800-MHz spectrurn until 2018,
insisting it was awarded the right
by the NSMC. The state telecom
says it need not return the
frequency to the NBTC for next
Wednesday's auctions.

M |t also wants the NBTC to allow it
to use 20 MHz of unused
bandwidth on the 1800-MHz
spectrum, now owned by Total
Access Communication Plg, to
provide its own 4G service until
2025.

B The telecom regulator must
reallocate all spectra after the
expiry of concessions via auctions,
in accordance with Section 45 of
the Frequency Allocation Act (FAA)
of 2010

B Existing telecom licences awarded
by other regulatory bodies before
the FAA took effect are valid until
the concessions expire

B All licences to operate telecom
service are valid under the terms of
the licence agreements, separate
from the right to hold spectra
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