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Column: LOSERS: 4G "auction’

Clip: Full Color

LOSERS

46 ‘auction’

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission cemented its
claim as Thailand's most reliable and
trustworthy organisation, messing up the
4G bandwidth auction like it messed up
the 3G auction, phone-number alloca-
tion, digital TV, community radio broad-
casts and pay-TV advertising. As of press
time there will be an auction of two 4G
licences on Wednesday and two more on
Thursday. These alleged auctions involve
four companies who everyone knows
would never collude.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

Well, the US Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration left town after conducting a safety
audit and the airlines are still flying,
Today, here come the boys and girls of
the European Aviation Safety Agency to
do their worst. In fact, the acting head of
the Office of Civil Aviation, Chula Suk-
manop, says he expects the Europeans to
be much tougher.

A $20,000 (712,000 baht) Women's Tennis
Association Challenger event begins
today at Hua Hin Centennial Club. World
players ranked between about 75 and

100 will take on Thais including Luksika
Kumkhum, No 196. The final is scheduled
for Sunday.

The atmosphere in Washington turns
even frostier than the approaching winter
tonight as Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu visits President Barack
Obama at the White House.

TUESDAY

The most sensationalist story of the week
will air this morning on US TV. Terror in
Little Saigon will allege that anti-com-
munist refugees in the 1980s were highly
organised, had death squads and actually
posed a serious threat to the Vietnamese
government from their war headquarters
in Thailand.

Australia places second once again, win-
ning a visit by Prince Charles and his wife
Camilla, who will leave on Sunday.
Economy and policy wonks will be
watching today for Beijing’s inflation
statistics and tomorrow for the retail and
investment figures.

Diamonds will prove themselves once
again an auctioneers’ best friends, as
Christie’s puts a 16.09-carat stone on the
block, and is likely to get $25-30 million
for it — at least 889 million baht in real
money. Tomorrow, Sotheby’s will one-up

www.ignewsclip.com

Christie’s by auctioning a 12.03-carat
rock which will pull in a minimum of 1.13
billion-with-a-b baht, probably more.

WEDNESDAY

Four top companies will bid for two

1800 MHz 4G licences today, unless the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission messes it up yet
again.

This morning is the end of the annual
Taurid fireball display, which always
seems to take the Thai media by surprise.
It is also the last day to register at your
amphoe office to ride in Bike for Dad.
Today is Poppy Day or Armistice Day

or Veterans’ Day or Remembrance Day
depending on your background, but they
all commemorate the ending of WWI and
all veterans who died in combat.

The world’s most startling do will once
again be front and centre at the fourth

US Republican Party presidential debate
at 7am.

Badminton'’s China Open begins today.
Finals are on Sunday.

THURSDAY

Another day, another chance for the
NBTC to bungle a 4G auction, this time
for two 900MhZ licences.

Speaking of the NBTC, the second

Franz Kafka Festival at Goethe Institute
celebrates the twisted mind of failure and
bureaucracy, mostly in Thai.

Former education minister Somsak Prisa-
nananthakul and the graft busters of the
National Anti-Corruption Commission
will sum up their arguments on why Mr
Somsak should (not) be impeached for
unusual wealth, and the National Legisla-
tive Assembly will vote on it tomorrow.
The World Tourism Organisation will
host a two-day conference on “Tourism

News ID: C-151108001013 (8 Nov 15/06:47)
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and the Media” to explain away all those
travel warnings.

Coach Zico takes the Group F-leading
War Elephants against Taiwan in Thai-
land’s surprisingly easy (so far) campaign
for World Cup 2018.

FRIDAY

A new visa system for tourists begins at
Thai embassies and consulates world-
wide today, which for applicants is quite
fittingly Friday the 13th. The biggest
change: No more standard, multiple-
entry visas will be given. Instead, a six-
month “super visa” will be available for
the low, low price of only 7,100 baht plus
an invasive amount of paperwork.

Hong Kong's former leader Donald
Tsang, accused of arrogance and also
corruption, gets a day in court today.
Thailand’s first MMA champion Dejdam-
rong Sor Amnuaysirichoke faces Brazilian

Shooto champ Yago Bryan in Singapore
for Dejdamrong’s 115-pound ONE Cham-
pionship belt.

By far the most important event of the
week is in London, with the official
appearance of Made in the AM, the fifth
album by One Direction.

SATURDAY

David Beckham will captain Great Britain
under Sir Alex Ferguson against the Rest
of the World in a charity match. He's 40.
Holly Holm (11-0 in the octagon) is the
latest to take on MMA sensation and
bantamweight champion Ronda Rousey
(18-0) at UEC 193 in Melbourne.

Get up by 9am tomorrow if you want to
see the Dowager Empress of Chappaqua
and the old white-haired guy fight over
which rich white person should get to run
for president for the Democratic Party.
(Spoiler alert: She does.)
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