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Headline: Thailand rises in most recent ICT Development Index

DIGITAL DYNAMISM

Thailand’s global ICT Development Index is
expected to rise significantly with the devel-
opment of 4G and the digital economy. B3

ICT DEVELOPMENT INDEX

Thailand’s world ranking

2012 @

2017 #——— No.60

2015 #—— No.74

2014 #——— No.81

¢

NBTC's projection

NO.2 in Asean

Thailand’s
transition of
mobile
broadband
from 3G to 4G
is the fastest in

4G auction

3G auction

| -

2010 #— No.92

the world.

Note: Cut of 167 countries

Source: National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission

Thailand rises in most recent
ICT Development Index

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Thailand is expected to rank 60th in the
global ICT Development Index (IDI) by
2017, helped by the expansion of fourth-
generation (4G) wireless broadband
infrastructure and development of the
digital economy.

The country is ranked 74th out of 167
countries this year, up from 81st last year,
according to the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NETC).

South Korea ranked first in the global
IDI, followed by Denmark and Iceland,
according to an annual report from the
International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) entitled “Measuring the Informa-
tion Society”

The ITU is widely recognised as the
repository for the world’s mostreliable and
impartial global data and analyses on the

POSTgraphics

state of global ICT development.

The specialised UN agency compiles
the IDI based on 11 internationally agreed
ICT indicators grouped in three clusters —
access, use and skills.

This makes it a valuable tool for bench-
marking the most important indicators for
measuring the information society.

“Having 4G service at affordable prices
for the mass market will be a major factor
in narrowing the digital divide and lifting
the country’s competitiveness,” said Col
Settapong Malisuwan, vice-chairman of
the NBTC.

He called a high-speed wireless
broadband network the most impor-
tant telecommunications infra-
structure for accommodating rapid
growth in data demand, making an
undeniable impact on social and eco-
nomic development.
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“We strongly believe our IDI rank-
ing for Thailand will improve to 60th by
2017, based on the fact that the 3G mobile
network roll-out in 2012 resulted in a sig-
nificant improvement in the ranking, to
81st in 2014 from 92nd in 2010;" Col Set-
tapong said.

“Thailand’s IDI ranking will
be No.2 in Asean by 2017, behind
only Singapore.”

The NBTC sold three three licences on
the 2100-megahertz spectrum in 2012, for
a combined 45 MHz of bandwidth.

Col Settapong said the ITU report iden-
tified Thailand as one of a group of “most
dynamic countries” that recorded above-
average improvements in their IDIranking
over the past five years.

Other most dynamic countries (in order
of greatest change in IDI ranking) included
Costa Rica, Bahrain, Lebanon, Ghana, the
UAF, Saudi Arabia, Suriname, Kyrgyzstan,
Belarus and Oman.

“Thailand was the most dynamic coun-
try in Asia-Pacific, showing the greatest
change in IDI ranking in the region, sup-
ported mainly by improvement in wire-
less broadband penetration,” Col Set-
tapong said.

He said the IDI not only reflected devel-
opment of a country’s infrastructure and
ICT use but also represented a major
factor attracting investment from interna-
tional businesses including more global
tech companies.

The NBTC expects massive migra-
tion to 4G networks by 3G users next
year amid intense competition among
the winners of the 1800-MHz spec-
trum auctions.

“The number of 4G subscribers on the
1800-MHz networks is expected to reach 20
million in 2016,” Col Settapong said.
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Sasiwimon Boonruang

Making waves, staying safe

n this era of mobile phone communication, the debate on the dangers of mobile
devices has been going on for a long time. People never cease to have different
opinions when it comes to discussing this issue.
For example, people living close to a cell site — a cellular telephone site where
antenna and communication equipment is placed — are usually worried that it
is harmful to their health.

But some groups of people argue that using high-powered smartphones or mobile
devices can be more detrimental to health than merely staying close to cell sites. According
to Jesada Sivaraks, secretary to the vice-chairman of the Office of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), the more powerful the device is, the more
radio signal is emitted. Moreover, in areas where your phone shows less signal, the device
works harder to get the radio signal from the antenna.

“How can we be convinced that the use of
mobile phones does not impact on our health?”

—

When we use mobile phones for a long time, the device generates heat which causes
health risks to users such as, in my case, headaches. And there are a lot of power-con-
suming smartphone applications these days, which means the risks are getting higher.

Iam one who finds the heat generated by a smartphone intolerable. So Topt for a headset
just to avoid staying close to the device. Some of my friends, however, suggest that using a
headset poses greater risks as the mobile signal is sent directly to the ear.

Despite the opinion of Jesada, staying close to base stations always makes me feel
uncomfortable. When I visit my aunt in Chachoengsao, where high electrical pylons are

News ID: C-151209001147 (9 Dec 15/06:09)

located in front of her house, T usually feel
bad even though Jesada explained that a
mobile base station only releases around
20W of power, much lower than some
home appliances, such as microwaves.

Smartphones today are more than just
devices to make phone calls. They can
function like a computer, and users can
send and receive emails, chat, get access
to social network sites, do online shopping
and so forth. We don’t rely on personal
computers or notebooks, but we spend
much more time on smartphones.

Despite the fact that there is no medi-
cal study to categorically argue that radio
frequencies cause a health hazard, there
are studies that indicate that it can lead
to certain biological effects. Regardless,
we must admit that we are undeniably
exposed to risks.

Independent scholar Dr Sumeth Vong-
panitlerd last year studied the health
impact caused by electromagnetic waves.
He confirmed that there certainly are
health effects from electromagnetic waves
sent from base stations. People living near
them were found to develop symptoms
like fatigue, headaches, amnesia and lack
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of concentration. It is possible electronic
waves are carcinogenic to humans. Those
who live 350-400m away from such pylons

face triple the risk.

But some scientists still argue against
such studies. Some say only electromag-
netic waves at 0Hz-300GHz can affect
humans. Some do not accept that elec-
tromagnetic waves cause biological effects

atall.

Regardless of all the differing opinion,
the question is how can we be convinced
that the use of mobile phones does not
impact on our health, especially in the

long run?

In a world where the advent of new
communication technology never ceases
to surprise us, consumers will never stop
believing that technology is helpful. In

turn they will never stop using it.

What consumers can dois to use tech-
nology in moderation. Of course, smart-
phones are only useful if used when

appropriate and necessary.

Sasiwimon Boonruang is a feature

writer of the Life section of the

Banghkok Post.
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