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CENSORS
SHOULD NOT
60 01T

he decision by the National

Broadcasting and Telecommu-

nication Commission (NBTC)

to more strictly regulate over-

the-top (OTT) services comes

as a welcome move for those
who want to see these companies pay
their dues.

The NBTC announced thatall major
OTTs in Thailand will be required to
establish country offices and pay local
corporate taxes. This type of measure,
the NBTC explained, will create a
more level playing field for all market
actors, but particularly benefit local
actors facing tax burdens that OTTs
can largely bypass.

OTTs like Facebook, LINE, Net-
flix, iflix and YouTube, as well as
transport-related apps like Uber and
Grab Taxi, have long been criticised
for protecting their profits from cor-
porate taxes and ignoring various
local regulations.

An OTT business delivers film and
TV content over the internet without
requiring users to subscribe to a tra-
ditional cable or satellite pay-TV ser-

vice. It can be an advertising-driven
platform like Line TV or YouTube, or
paid services like Netflix or AIS Play.

While the NBTC has stated its inten-
tion to tighten its management of OTT
services, it has yet to put forward a
clear plan.

It claims it does not want to com-
pletely deter providers, and has no
intention of interfering with creative
content business models.

One positive takeaway from the
latest NBTC move is the fact it has
publicly acknowledged that many of
these OTT services offer worthy cre-
ative content.

If we look back five years or so,
consumers were charged exorbitant
sums of money to watch entertain-
ment on cable television. The cable
provider not only overcharged view-
ers but eventually started to cut many
of its most famous channels, which
led people to switch to OTTs like iflix
and Netflix.

Cable providers were not the only
ones taking advantage of the lack of
competition in the market at the time
- taxi services were doing the same.

It is worth noting here that regulat-
ing OTTs is no mean feat.

Before the NBTC introduces its
formal set of regulations, it should
study other countries’ approaches in
tackling such issues.

The extent to which OTTs manage
to avoid local regulations was exposed
in global headlines last year when it
was reported that Apple, Google and
Facebook had their earnings chan-
neled through Ireland and various
other countries to avoid paying taxes.

Several of the world’s largest tech
companies have succeeded in dodging
strict corporate taxes.

If they have managed to do so in
larger contexts, how would a country
like Thailand manage to keep such
activity in check, especially if a paper
tiger organisation like the NBTC is in

News ID: C-170611001044 (11 Jun 17/07:02)

a IQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

charge of enforcing the rules?

If the Thai government or any asso-
ciated organisation can make OTTs
pay local taxes then Thailand could
serve as a role model for other coun-
tries that have struggled to find a place
within the increasingly competitive
global market.

To do so, the NBTC must walk a fine
line between setting industry stand-
ards for fair play with the presence of
local officers and tax payment, while
at the same time not placing so many
restrictions on OTTs that it alien-
ates them.

Regulatinginformation isn’tas easy
as it was in the past.

Nowadays, information seems to
be so widely available that any con-
trol system would naturally struggle
to keep up.

In fact, it is already clear that in
Thailand print, broadcast and other
forms of traditional media face tight
regulations and censorship laws, such
as the Computer Crime Act.

The NBTC must ensure the new reg-
ulation will not add an unnecessary
burden to the average internet user.

It must also ensure that these
regulations are not used as tools
for authorities to track down polit-
ically-active social media pages and
OTT broadcasters.

Umesh Pandey is Bangkok Post editor
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»? The always interesting National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) made a new power play
last weelk. It will go a long way to negate
the constitution’s already somewhat
nominal “liberty to express opinion ... by
any means”.

Very soon, the nation’s official internet
censor, appointed by martial law decree,
will assume the power to watch, regulate
and punish what dweebs call OTT inter-
net content.

Col Dr Natee Sukonrat, who knows
what he’s doing and has plenty of experi-
enceatit, said hewants internet streaming
to be competitive with TV broadcasting
by registering and paying taxes. Maybe.
What he wants, however, is total control
of all content of all internet streaming. In
what is arguably the greatest single irony
of 2017 he calls it “over the top'.

OTT aka over-the-top is anactual acro-
nym meaning direct-to-internet content,
specifically audio and video. YouTube,
Facebook Live, Line TV and the like are
the big players. When Col Dr Natee and
his agencysay “OTT” they mean whatever
streams onto your smartphone or tablet.

Internet World Stats says there are 47

million Thai accounts on Facebook or, as
everyone seems to call it, Eff Bee. Analyt-
ics experts Thoth Zocial says that is up
15% in 12 months. Thailand is No.20 in
the world for overall internet use, but No.8
in the world on FB. Facebook is where
the power is: political, social, economic,
opinion-making power.

According to the stats wizards at
Socialbakers.com, YouLike is the nation’s
No.1 Facebook destination. Pretty much
an all-video site, with an emphasis on
crime, violence, CCTV and sob stories, it
has 13.4 million followers. The egotisti-
cal Tanichitan featuring Tan, its saluting
captain logo, has 13 million fans who
comment and share, literally by the hun-
dreds, every post. The young-adult morn-
ing news of Channel 3 has 11.3 million
streaming fanatics.

No English or other foreign-language
pages are in Thailand’s most-popular Top
50. Five Thai Facebook pages currently
have more than 10 million followers each.
No.5 is the actor Mario Maurer, followed
by 11 million doting fans. Which brings us
to net idols, of which Khun Mario is not
one. No, really. There is an actual classifi-
cation. Mario is a “personality” and then

come idols and then pretties, who are
shameless. The top male idol is business
owner @wonjipondz with a measly (yes)
68,500 followers. Boys don’t rank.

Net idols who really count are girls.
Unlike personalities who have achieve-
ments and pretties who have jobs (No.1
pretty Ying Yae is alifestyle blogger), idols
gain fame by being famous.

Go ahead. Scope out alicebambam
(910,000 followers) and pockyminggy
(375,000). There is Mungkaw “Welcome to
the world of my boobs” Ka who has a per-
manent 331,000 fans. Punyaphat Pongsub
akaLeyhad 1,132,884 followers as of press
time because — and we are selecting her
very top life-accomplishment for praise
— she has tattoos.

So, whoreally cares if the NBTC wants
to control-or-crush such people? Why
would anyone speak outwhen they come
for the net idols? Because we are not net
idols. And when they come for the critics
and carpers, there is no reason to speak
out, because we are not critics or carpers.

The government, the junta and Prime
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha all steer
clear of Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
The government has an Android and an

News ID: C-170611001004 (11 Jun 17/06:35)

% IQNews

www.ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/2

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ EL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700  #= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701 help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/7 DAYS

Date: Sunday 11 June 2017

Volume: - No: - Page: 2(Top)

Col.Inch: 70.02  Ad Value: 105,030 PRValue (x3): 315,090
Column: THE BIG ISSUE: FIRST THEY CAME FOR THE NET IDOLS

Clip: Full Color

iPhone app for ThaiGov, the slowly erod-
ing website where you can find the latest
output from handsome celebrity spokes-
men, including the Minister of Truth. The
apps allow citizens who install them to
keep up to date on government informa-
tion, achievements and the like.

Nearly dozens of people have installed
them on smartphones, iPhones and tab-
lets. At the Google Play store, the top ...
well, the only comment is by the social
critic psYchosis, who gives ThaiGov
five stars and a very informative review,
reprinted here in full: “Good”.

But the point here is Gen Prayut and
the NCPO won't be listed as important
broadcasters who need watching and reg-
ulating by the NBTC, even though they are
literally the mostimportant broadcasters.

An email from the very active Asian
Legal Resource Centre was delivered
to Page 2's global headquarters last
Thursday. The subject was, and we
quote, “States that crush right to peace-
ful assembly and democratic struggles”
The red-meat part began: “Thailand,
in particular...”

Ahead of China. Which is some sort
of achievement.
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