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CYBERSECURITY

NBTC to sign
telecom pact
with Russia

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A memorandum of understanding (MoU)
at the country level between Thailand’s
telecom regulator and Russia’s Telecom
and Mass Communications Ministry will
be signed in Moscow on June 1 to further
enhance mutual development of telecom
and digital TV content industries.

Collaboration on cybersecurity issues
has been set as a priority among the three
key learning areas with Russia, as Thailand
seeks to create a cashless society and its
fraud prevention and detection measures
mustbe stepped up.

“Cybersecurity measures need to be
implemented in anticipation of a prolifera-
tion of mobile payments and illicit content
through websites,” said Takorn Tantasith,
secretary-general of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC).

Nikolay Nikiforov, Russia’s counterpart
minister, formally invited the NBTC to sign
the MoU in Moscow on June 1. Agreement
onthe MoU came after a meeting between
the NBTC and Russia in February this year.

Mr Takorn said the collaborative learn-
ing areas comprise: cybersecurity; possible
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reduction of international mobile roaming
service charges between the two countries;
and cooperation on data content in the
broadcasting sector

The NBTC will begin inviting repre-
sentatives from related state agencies next
week to participate in the MoU ceremony,
including from the Bank of Thailand,
national security agencies, telecom com-
panies and digital TV operators.

“We expect this MoU to benefit the coun-
try and provide better knowledge to agen-
cies governing mobile payment service,
fraud and illicit content,” he said.

Thailand has almost 100 million mobile
subscribers. The increasing popularity in
mobile payment is leading to more sophis-
ticated cases of fraud, said Mr Takorn.

He said collaboration on the roaming
service would promote the tourism sectors
of both countries.

Cooperative development of content
and infrastructure for the digital TV sector
should sustain Thailand’s digital TV indus-
try for the long term, said Mr Takorn.

The MoU with Russia will be the third
collaborative agreement at the country
level for Thailand, after Japan and Bhutan
in 2016.

The NBTC signed an MoU with Japan’s
Internal Affairs and Communications
Ministry on collaboration to facilitate the
reduction of international mobile roaming
fees and cooperation in areas of the broad-
casting sector.

The regulator also signed an MoU with
Bhutan InfoComm and Media Authority to
provide guidelines and knowledge support
of ICT and regulation development for digi-
tal infrastructure development in Bhutan.
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