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[ TR NINNI “REPAY DEBTS AND GAMBLE
— IN SINGAPORE.”
Py B fer 5 % Sawad Saengbangpla, former chairman,
. AT 4, Chulalongkom University Savings Coopera-
! tive, on what he did with the 400 million baht
_ he embezzled from clients.
’ LS
B
NSNS |SENSE A GREAT
“BEAUTIFUL! I'M HAPPY AND  DISTURBANCE IN THE
SATISFIED.” FORCE.”
Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha, prime minister, Saran Phalopakarn, AlS executive vice-presi-
on the placement of 20 new lotus pots he dent in charge of fibre, after Google-YouTube
bought for Government House specifically to internet outages at 3BB and TOT, followed
bring good luck to his regime. by total intemnet loss by AIS.
“GEN PRAYUTWASBORNON  “THE RESPONSE FROM
A SUNDAY AND GREEN ISAN ~ FACEBOOK WAS A 600D
”
AUSPICIOUS COLOUR.” SIGN.
Astrologer tells the media the PM's purchase Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general, National
of 20 new blue-green ceramic lotus pots Broadcasting and Telecommunications
could bring his government good luck. Commission, expresses optimism Facebook
will censor all material requested by the
5 government.
WE THINK THERE ARE 10
PEOPLE INVOLVED.” “WE WILL MAKE IT T0 THE
Lt Gen Piyawat Nakwanich, der, 4th n
arm;nonmﬂéacarﬁe\gizlicmg:drg?g rl;c:;:bing wnm‘“ cup IN QATAR
of Big C Supercenter. Milovan Rajevac, new Thailand coach who
led Ghana to the 2010 World Cup, promises
“ the same in 2022 for the War Elephants.
[A] CALLOUS DISREGARD
"
FOR HUMAN LIFE. “WE BELIEVE THE (LATE)
A ty International, in a stat t shortl
s vaseeriery - KINGIS A GOD FROM
gation and arrest of the hombers. HEAVEN"
“ i Tongthong Chandransu, Chulalongkorn Uni-
ity, speaking to forei rters about
POSSIBLY. ecog U oG Bt
Supachai Somcharoen, chairman, Election
Commission, in reply to questions of whether
the next national election will be in 2018.
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OLD MINDSET
CANNOT HALT
TECHNOLOGY

“ hailand 4.0" is the buzzword
these days. Every few days one
hears some kind of seminar or
government statement about
plans to take the country for-
ward and be at the forefront of

the technological revolution taking shape

around the world.

Butalook deeperinto the realities shows
avery different side of this publicrelations
exercise that has been ongoing for more
than a year. The actions of those in power
are very different from the words coming
out of their mouths.

The best example came to the public’s
attention over the past week when reports
emerged that Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration (BMA) had released its
terms of reference (ToR) for the bidding for
smart traffic signs all across metropolitan
Bangkok. The signs, also called Variable
Message Sign (VMS) display screens, are
seen on many of the mainroads across the
city to warn drivers about the traffic situa-
tion ahead.

The contract is worth 15 million baht
each year for the 40-50 VMS screens
installed around Bangkok, butwhatis inter-

esting is that one of the clauses requires
the potential vendor to have an antiquated
computer system.

Under the ToR the eligible bidder needs
to have a computer system that is equipped
with a Pentium chip that went out of pro-
duction nearly a decade ago. And if this was
not enough the computer system to be used
also needs to have a slot for floppy disks.

One wonders what the BMA is doing
or even if it knows that floppy disks went
out of production in 2000. Even a simple
search on Wikipedia would show that there
were various sizes of these antiquated stor-
age disks from 8 inches in the late 1960s
to 3 inches when people like me were
in university.

Then came the era of the compact disc
(CD) followed by thumb drives and now, in
case the BMA is still wondering what tech-
nological advancements have taken place,
cloud computing.

Such muddled planning shows the cal-
ibre of thinking of those in charge of run-
ning Bangkok and one can guess why the
city has been so reluctant to go digital in
its management of many things, including
the flow of traffic.

Just a simple reminder. You may recall
that not too long ago the traffic police
opposed having an automated traffic con-
trol system and wanted the chaotic traffic
management to remain.

It therefore comes as no surprise that the
city remains in the situation it has suffered
for the past decade or more in management
of problems such as traffic, garbage, drain-
age and flash flooding after torrential rains
each rainy season.

If you thought the problem was limited
to the city’s administration, you are mis-
taken. Even the central government seems
to be fighting to control global trends. It
has gone on the offensive against social
media giant Facebook to clamp down on
people whose posts are considered to be in
breach of the country’s laws, but I wonder
how effective will they be.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC) has
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given Facebook until Tuesday to remove
pages that are deemed illegal or its Thai
arm and partners will face charges.

It is not known on what legal basis the
NBTC or the government can act, but their
actions seem strange to most people who
know how social media operate.

Even this government knows how diffi-
cultitis to control social media after trying
to block Facebook on May 28, 2014, just two
weeks after the military coup. When the
outrage against the blocking of Facebook
boomeranged, they quietly blamed it on
a technical glitch and have never tried the
stunt again since that 90 minutes of outage.

How on earth does the government or
the NBTC think it can control the flow of
information on social media, especially the
flow outside the country?

Maybe the government needs to be
reminded that the Arab Spring was partially
fuelled by social media and if governments
there had managed to control the flow of
social media, many dictators would have
continued to remain in power.

It is advisable that the government and
NBTC try not to make this into a big issue as
it will only create a Streisand effect.

The governmentand local bodies need
to realise that the ongoing change in the
global technological space is way too fast
for anyone to stick to old specifications
for procurement or the old mindset to use
power to stop the flow of information.

Umesh Pandey is Bangkok Post editor.
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TV censors

Broadcast censorship isn’t always lese
majeste and isn’t always from Takorn
Tantasith and his interesting National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission. The latest charges took
news censorship farther than it had pre-
viously gone. The victim was a blast from
the past — Yuthiyong Limlertwathee,

zealous yellow shirtloyalist, officially
indicted terrorist suspect out on bail of
600,000 baht, and host of Sapha Kafae,
Sapha Prachachon (Coffee Council,
People Council) on what's left of Sondhi
Limthongkul’s old ASTV News1, now
broadcasting on the internet. He held a
panel discussion and allegedly suggested
on air that something is very, very rotten
in the purchase and shipment of food to
prisons, with “third parties implicated in
this graft” One of those third parties filed
a complaint and Mr Yuthiyong got viola-
tions of the Computer Crime Act added
to the list of other pending crimes he has
been charged with.
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