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NBTC to issue
new rules on TV
channel-numbering

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING COMMITTEE of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) plans new regulations gov-
erning TV channel-numbering arrangements,
which will apply to the terrestrial digital, cable,
and satellite platforms. ‘

Under the existing regulations, cable and
satellite companies arrange channels 1 to 10
according to their own preferences, followed by
36 terrestrial digital channels. The new rules will
require all TV platforms to begin with 12 public
digital channels, followed by 24 commercial digi-
tal TV channels. How channels 37 to 60 are
arranged will be up to the TV operators.

Under the new regulations, the first channel
on all platforms will be Channel 5.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of broadcasting
committee, said the NBTC would hold a public
hearing on the new regulations, which are
expected to go into effect within three months.

News ID: C-140826003028 (26 Aug 14/06:07)

The new regulations are expected to affect the
placement of Channel 3, an analog channel oper-
ated by Bangkok Entertainment Co (BEC).
Currently pay-TV platforms place the popular
channel within the 1-10 range.

Meanwhile, the broadcasting committee yes-
terday said it would cite the 27th announcement
of the National Council for Peace and Order issued
on May 24 to allow satellite and cable TV opera-
tors to continue carrying analog TV 3 programmes
after the deadline to drop the channel on
September 1.

The September deadline was extended from
May 25 when the NBTC’s new definition of free
TV channels took effect.

According to NCPO announcement on May 24,
cable and satellite TV operators should be allowed
to continue running programmes as usual.

On February 9, the NBTC redefined “free TV” as
that aired on the new digital terrestrial platform,
which meant that Channel 3’s analog program-
ming would be removed from pay-TV line-ups
after May 25. BEC sued in the Central
Administrative Court, which agreed to consider
the complaint but denied a request for an injunc-
tion against the NBTC. The commission later
extended the deadline to September 1.

The original redefinition of “free TV” was the
NBTC’s attempt to move the country quickly into
the digital era. The new definition is part of
NBTC’s “must carry” rule, which obligates pay-TV
platforms to carry free-TV programmes.

BEC operates Channel 3 under an MCOT con-
cession, which will expire in March 2020. Its sister
company BEC Multimedia runs three terrestrial
digital TV channels.
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After signing agreements to
depoliticise their content, 12 satellite

television networks - including ASTV,
Blue Sky and Asia Update — have
been allowed by the junta to broad-
cast again next week after being off
the air since the May 22 coup. >> 2A

Satellite TV stations agree to
end politicised reporting of news

MANY WILL ALSO CHANGE THEIR NAME TO
END MEMORIES OF CONFLICT, DIVISION

KRIS BHROMSUTHI
PRAVIT ROJANAPHRUK
USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TWELVEsatellite TV channels have
been allowed by the junta to start
broadcasting again next week - after
signing agreements to de-politicise
their content. The channels have been
off the air since the May 22 coup.
Some of the channels are well-
known political-oriented satellite sta-
tions, such as the yellow-shirt ASTV,
Democrat Party-backed Blue Skyand
red-shirt Asia Update, said they were
- satisfied by the terms and conditions
y the junta.
ofithem even agreed to
1¢ir name in a move to end

memories about their role in provok-
ing political conflict or national divi-
sion.

The channels allowed to start
broadcasting also include MVs5,
DNN, UDD, P&P, 4 Channel, FMTV,
Hot TV, Rescue TV and Student and
People Network for Reforming
Thailand Channel.

ASTV, which will nowbeknown as
News TV, still plans to focus intense-
ly on news, but there will be some
adjustments as per their agreement
with the ruling National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO), ASTV’s
programme  adviser  Panthep
Puapongpan said.

The channel is allowed to criticise
the NCPO and the government, pro-
vided the criticism is based on facts

and information, he said. The chan-
nel will also cover other subjects like
health instead ofjust politics. In addi-
tion, hesaid, there would alsobeanew
programme on the ongoing reforms,
which aimsto contribute useful ideas
in important areas such as energy,
education and politics.

Takerng Somsup, director of Fah
Wun Mai (formerly Blue Sky), said
his channel would broadcast food
shows, as well as documentaries in
order to fill the space left by pro-
grammes that won't be shown any
longer.

The channel will also broadcast a
show on reforms, in which competi-
tors will get to offer the best ideas, he
said.

Takerngsaid the channel’s report-
ing style would be adjusted to comply
with NCPO’s framework. He added
that it would also avoid directly crit-
icising the NCPO, the government or
political opponents, and focus instead

on reporting facts and information.

“The mood of the country has
changed. Nobody wants to heat
destructive remarksorcommentsany
more. Theywanttohearabout reform
and reconciliation,” he said.

Warut Thunhasukont, managing
directorof pro-red-shirt Asia Update
TV station - now been named Open
TV, welcomed the chance to go back
on air again.

He said the station would comply
with the agreement to not present
news or shows that deepen the divide
in society.

When asked how the station could
properly report or analyse politics
when such national politics is essen-
tially about conflict, Warut acknowl-
edged the difficulty, but said his sta-
tion would observe other channels to
see how they go about covering poli-
tics.

“It’s difficult to present political
news without touching on ongoing

conflicts,” he said. Asked ifthe station
would focus on junta leader General
Prayuth Chan-ocha, Warut said the
focus would be on scrutinising the
government as a whole, not Prayuth
in particular.

Thebroadcasting committee ofthe
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission yesterday
announced conditions forthe12 satel-
lite TV channels to apply for a new
licence to resume broadcasting next
week.

Thechannels willneed toapply for
a new licence as Pay TV and comply
with the NCPO’s condition that they
would broadcast no content that
affects national securityand the social
divide by signing a memorandum of
understand with the NBTC.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
NBTC’sbroadcasting committee, said
all the channels will be granted a new
licence under the new name before
going on air.
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%7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

Page: 1/1

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax, 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Volume: -

Bangkok Post Col.Inch: 29.11
Circulation: 70,000

Ad Rate: 1,220

Section: First Section/NATIONAL

Date: Tuesday 26 August 2014

No: -

Ad Value: 35,514.20
Headline: NCPO lifts ban on last 12 TV channels

Page: 3(Center)
PRValue (x3): 106,542.60

NCPO lifts ban on last 12 TV channels

Must strip content of
politics, change names

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) has given final approval for the
remaining 12 politics-oriented satellite
television channels to resume broadcasts
under strict conditions.

The channels yesterday signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC),
which requires them to change their
channel names while their content must
no longer relate to politics or create divi-
sions within society.

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC's broadcasting committee, said the
channels must resubmit their applications
to the NBTC to obtain pay-TV licences
and clarify all their TV programming and
broadcasting platforms.

The NBTC will consider licence
approval next week after the applications
are received. The licences granted will be
for just a short period of one year.

“If they violate the MoU, their licences
will be terminated immediately,” he said.

Their stakeholders and executives would
then be permanently banned from involve-
ment in any broadcasting endeavour.

The 12 channels are MV5, DNN, UDD,
Asia Update, P and P, 4 Channel, Blue Sky,
FMTYV, ASTV, Hot TV, Rescue TV and Stu-
dent and People Network for Reforming
Thailand Channel.

Earlier in June, two politics-oriented
channels, Voice TV and T-News, were
allowed to resume broadcasting under
the same strict conditions.

The suspension of 14 political channels
complied with an NCPO order, as it saw
them as sowing the seeds of division in the
country and making the situation worse
during the political conflict.

The NCPO on the day of the May 22
coup shut down all television channels
on every platform — terrestrial analogue,
digital, cable and satellite — along with

closing 6,000 community radio stations.

Meanwhile, the NBTC yesterday agreed
to scrap the regulation on channel num-
bering, which TrueVisions is currently
petitioning the Central Administrative
Court against.

Col Natee said it will also issue a new
regulation related to channel numbering,
requiring that the 1st-36th channels must
be reserved for the 36 digital TV channels
on every platform including digital terres-
trial, satellite and cable TV.

For the following 37th-60th channels,
each platform operator can arrange the
numbering themselves.

Under the previous regulation, platform
operators could only number their first 10
channels themselves.

News ID: C-140826001009 (26 Aug 14/05:14)
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“We hope the change to this regulation
will clear up viewer confusion over chan-
nel arrangements, which differ under each
platform,” Col Natee said.

The new regulation on channel num-
bering is being drafted and is expected to
be completed this November with public
hearings required.

As for the uncertain future of Chan-
nel 3 analogue TV, the channel is allowed
to have free-TV status, according to the
NCPO's 15th announcement.

However, once the new numbering reg-
ulation is implemented around November,
Channel 3 will have a new problem as it will
not have any channel number among the
first 36 channels on each platform as they
will be reserved for digital TV channels.
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