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2:0:;::?:,556200 Headline: NBTC chief backs away from idea of allowing digital TV licence transfers
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP sections of broadcasting law to allow
THE NATION digital TV operators having business
difficulties to transfer their rights to
AFTER BEING criticised for his sugges- someone else.
tion that regulations be amended to However, a number of digital broad-
allow digital TV broadcastersto trans-  casters expressed disagreement with
fer their channels to a different compa-  thisidea.
ny, the secretary-general of the Adisak Limprungpatanakij, vice
National Broadcasting and president of the Club of Digital
Telecommunications Commission Terrestrial TV Operators, said that
(NBTC) has backed away from the when the digital TV licences were put
idea. up for auction, everyone knew the con-

“lamreally concerned about the ditions, and made their bids according-
risks to the financial sector and the ly — that the 17 companies that won
national economy if many TV broad- licences to operate 24 commercial
casters decide to give up on the busi- challenges would be under a 15-year
ness and refuse to pay their licence obligation.
fees, so | decided to float the idea for
public discussion,” Takorn Tantasith mher hmad(astmg se(tors
said yesterday.

He said that if such a regulatory Supinya Klangnarong, a member of
amendment were to take place, it the NBTC's broadcasting committee,
should be brought about by the broad-  said that if the ownership of digital TV
casters themselves and their financial licences were transferable, broadcast-
backers. “As the person who initiated ers in other sectors such as cable and
this idea, | would be a supporter if satellite were bound to wonder if this
needed.” applied to them as well. This might cre-

The secretary-general was takinga  ate other problems in other areas in the
softer line than what he said on near future.

Monday. At that time, he said his Boonyuen Siritham, chairwoman of
administration was ready to propose the Confederation of Consumer
that the junta use its near-absolute Organisations, said the right to transfer
power under Article 44 of the provi- licences “would be unfair for existing
sional constitution to amend relevant digital TV broadcasters”.
News ID: C-150612003026 (12 Jun 15/06:08) Page: 1/1
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Headline: Digital operators want watchdog to switch off analog TV

Digital operators want watchdog to switch off analog TV

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

TO STIMULATE redemption of the
Bt690 digital-TV vouchers, the
broadcasting regulator needs to
come up with a concrete plan to
switch analog TV off and to intensify
public relations campaigns on the
advantages of digital, industry
actors said yesterday.

“As we believed in terrestrial-
based digital TV, we decided to enter
this business through the national
auction of digital TV licences.

“What we want to see now is an
action plan on turning off all analog

TV broadcasts, which will eventually
create a level playing field in the TV
broadcasting industry,” Adisak
Limprungpatanakij, vice president
of the Club of Digital Terrestrial TV
Operators, said yesterday.

Although the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has distributed 13.57 mil-
lion digital-TV vouchers to eligible
households since last year, only 5.22
million have been used to purchase
digital receivers. This suggests that
the migration from analog to digital
is still slow.

The NBTC was holding a public

hearing on the subsidy scheme.

Thanakorn Suksai, manager of
engineering planning and informa-
tion at Thai PBS, said the regulator
must work closely with national dig-
ital TV networks to set guidelines
and a schedule for the analog
switchover, which is another key
step to complete the transition to
digital TV by 2020.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member
of the NBTC’s broadcasting commit-
tee, said it would next week discuss
the first draft of these guidelines for
the analog switchover. If the com-
mittee agrees to the draft, a working
panel for this process will be formed.

News ID: C-150612003069 (12 Jun 15/06:11)
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Boonyuen Siritham, chairman of
the Confederation of Consumer
Organisations, also said that with a
clear action plan, people who have
received a digital-TV coupon would
be encouraged to use it towards pur-
chase of a receiver and get used to
digital TV programmes before the
complete analog switchover.

“While working on such a
process, the national public relations
campaign to educate and increase
awareness of people on how to
access digital TV must be bold,” she
said.

In fact, the NBTC has set aside
Bt63 million for a digital-TV pro-

motional campaign, but the project
has been delayed twice. Tt is about
to begin this month.

Adisak, who is also chief execu-
tive officer of Nation Broadcasting
Corporation - the operator of the
Nation TV digital channel - sug-
gested that besides those issues, the
broadcasting committee should
make it clear how much longer its
“must carry” rule would be in place.

“The must-carry rule should be
revoked once most households can
equally reach digital TV to make
sure that terrestrial networks
become a national backbone in the
broadcasting industry,” he said.
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NBTC bill ‘open to unchecked spending’

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A majoramendment is needed to the draft
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC) bill to prevent
political intervention, says an independent
think tank.

Somkiat Tangkitvanich, president of
the Thailand Development and Research
Institute, said the draft bill might not solve
chronic problems of the telecommunica-
tions and broadcasting industries.

The bill is being finalised by the Coun-
cil of State before being submitted to the
cabinet for consideration and then passed
to the National Legislative Assembly
for endorsement.

The draft bill is one of 10 proposed by the
Information and Communication Technol-
ogy Ministry.

“The draft opens loopholes for

unchecked budget spending by the gov-
ernment,” Mr Somkiat said.

Under the bill, the NBTC is required to
allocate 25% of spectrum auctions plus
another 25% of licensing fee revenue into
the digital economy fund.

The fund will also be used to develop
the country’s telecom infrastructure as
well as provide financial support to public
and private firms that invest in infrastruc-
ture development and create innova-
tive services.

“The bill needs to be amended to ensure
greater transparency and efficiency as well
as strengthen consumer protection,” Mr
Somkiat said.

He said using money from the digi-
tal economy fund required parliamen-
tary approval.

This would open loopholes for corrup-
tion, as any public or private companies

with strong political connections could
enjoy the benefit of the budget spending.

Mr Somkiat also said if the planned 4G
spectrum auctions took place this year as
scheduled, the NBTC could contribute
almost 20 billion baht to the digital econ-
omy fund over the next two years.

Assoc Prof Nualnoi Treerat of Chula-
longkorn University’s economics faculty
agreed the draft NBTC bill lacked consumer
protection elements.

However, Mr Somkiat said he supported
the part of the bill that retained the role
of the NBTC as an independent regula-
tory body.

The draft bill clearly identifies the differ-
ent roles of the National Digital Economy
Comumittee, which has been formulated for
drafting national digital-related economic
policies, while the NBTC will still act as a
regulatory body, he said.

TDRI president Somkiat Tangkitvanich, pictured at a public forum yesterday, believes the
draft NBTC bill opens loopholes for unchecked budget spending by the government.

News ID: C-150612001090 (12 Jun 15/05:32)

7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

Page:

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

171




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,208

Section: Business/Business
Date: Friday 12 June 2015

Volume: 40 No: 54436
Col.Inch: 22 Ad Value: 26,576

Page: 2B(Bottom Right)
PRValue (x3): 79,728

Headline: NBTC bill draws flak from analysts

Clip: Black/White

NBTC bill draws flak from analysts

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ACADEMICS yesterday voiced concerns on
many aspects of anew governmentbill on the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission, ranging
fromtheselection process formembersofthe
NBTC to the transfer of existing NBTC funds
to the upcoming Digital Economy Fund.

Piyabutr Bunaramrueng, alaw lecturer at
the University of the Thai Chamber of
Commerce, said the bill appeared to limit the
NBTC membership to seven, down from 11
currently. Piyabutr commented on the bill
yesterday at a public forum hosted by the
NBTC’s consumer protection group.

The bill changes the age range for NBTC
commissioners from 35-70 years to 45-65
years. Besides specifying their knowledge
backgrounds, it requires that the commis-
sioners hold high-ranking posts. Anyone
seeking a seat on the NBTC must be the head
of a state department, hold a military rank of
at least lieutenant-general, or be a former or
present deputy CEO with at least three years’
experience in acompany with registered cap-
ital of at least Bt1 billion.

Theexisting NBTClaw does notspecitythe

News ID: C-150612003077 (12 Jun 15/06:10)
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rankings of candidates forthe commissionbut
mentions only their required backgrounds.

While the current selection process
involves many state and private committees,
thenewbillwouldreducethistoasingleselec-
tion panel. It will be made up of six members,
comprising the heads of the Constitution
Court, the Supreme Court, the Supreme
Administrative Court, the National Anti-
Corruption Commission, the Office of the
Auditor-General, and the Office of the
Ombudsman.

Piyabutrsaid hewas concerned about pos-
sible conflicts of interest if any of the candi-
dates were involved in litigation and it hap-
pened thatany ofthese selection-panel mem-
bers had to judge them.

Somkiat Tangkitvanich, president of the
Thailand Development Research Institute,
said he was doubtful whether the bill could
affectthefinancial discipline of the state agen-
cies.

According to the bill, the NBTC’s R&D
fund will be transferred to the Digital
Economy Fund underoversight oftheupcom-
ing National Digital Economy Committee.
Sombkiat fears this would encourage state
agencies to seek money from the committee
without a proper budgeting process.
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BANDWIDTH TRANSFER

CAT Telecom will submit its plan to
transfer 5 megahertz of bandwidth
from Total Access Communication’s
portion of the 1,800MHz spectrum to
the regulator for reallocation without
imposing any condition on its transfer.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gener-
al of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission,
said yesterday after a meeting with
the state enterprise on the spectrum
transfer that he told CAT to submit
the proposal by July 7. as the NBTC will
hold a public hearing on July 17 on the
plan to auction 1800MHz licences and
the proposal will be added to the
hearing.
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