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Headline: Three held for 'like-boosting’ plot

Clip: Black/White

Three held for ‘like-boosting’ plot

SAWAT KETNGAM

»> The Office of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) yesterday charged three Chinese
men who were previously arrested for a
scheme to boost “likes” and page views, as
well as for possessing and using telecom-
munication devices without permission.

Pichai Suwankitborihan, NBTC director
of telecommunications supervision, filed
the charge against the men after meeting
with Pol Col Wassaphan Sirikulkamolchat,
the superintendent of Aranyaprathet Sta-
tion in Sa Kaeo yesterday.

The three Chinese nationals were ear-
lier arrested in the eastern border province
of Sa Kaeo. Wang Dong, 33, Niu Bang, 25,
and Ni Wenjin, 32, were accused of having
hundreds of mobile phones and more than
300,000 SIM cards from all three major tele-
com operators — AlS, TrueMove and Dtac.

The large amount of electronic devices
under the suspects’ possession could point
to a potential scheme to use the cellphones
to boost “likes” or manipulate page views
for business or political purposes. However,
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at present, there is no Thailaw directly ban-
ning the manipulation of social media page
views or “likes”.

The suspects said they ran their oper-
ation in Thailand because China allowed
only one SIM card for each ID card. Their
operations were based on WeChat — a pop-
ular social media platform in China — and
targeted Chinese products.

The three suspects are now in detention
at Sa Kaeo Court, facing charges of working
without permits and possessing smuggled
mobile phones.

Mr Pichai said the NBTC filed addi-
tional complaints by accusing them of
using telecommunication devices with-
out permission.

According to the primary investigations,
all SIM cards are prepaid. AIS Sim cards
were bought from Thailand and Cambo-
dia. Dtac and TrueMove are prepaid cards
bought in Thailand.

Vitthaya Torboonsuphachai, alawyer at
the NBTC, said that the company’s regula-
tion doesnot limit the number of SIM cards
thata person can have. However, it is illegal
to use an unregistered SIM card.
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