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Clip: Full Color

ANALOG PHASE-OUT
SCHEDULE APPROVED

The broadcasting committee of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
yesterday approved the time frame
for the operator of Channel 7,
Bangkok Broadcasting and
Television (BBTV), to stop airing
programmes on the analog system.

The plan to stop the analog
broadcasting is divided into three
phases. The first phase, beginning
on August 1, will see the channel
discontinuing the broadcasting in
Chumphon, Songkhla, Sukhothai
and Pang-nga provinces.

The second phase, which will
start on December 31, will cover Pai
and Mae Sariang districts of Mae
Hong Son, Lampang,
Kanchanaburi, Yala, Trat, Nakhon
Si Thammarat, Nakhon Sawan,
Ranong, Phrae, Satun and Buri
Ram.

The third phase will begin on
June 16 next year, the same date
that the Army’s Channel TV 5 will
cease broadcasting on the analog
system. This phase will cover Hua
Hin, Pattaya, Chon Buri, Sakon
Nakhon, Ubon Ratchathani, Chiang
Rai, Mukdahan, Phuket, Surat
Thani, Loei, Rayong, Khon Kaen,
Chiang Mai, Nakhon Ratchasima,
Maha Sarakham, Nong Khai, Sa
Kaew, Trang and Bangkok.
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FUNDAMENTAL BOOST

Startups are slated to get help in creating
and expanding at home and beyond with the
9-billion-baht Digital Economy Fund. BS

DE fund seeks to invigorate startups

Strategic plan to aid
digital ecosystem

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Startups are slated to geta boostin creating
and expanding their businesses at home
and beyond, thanks to the 5-billion-baht
Digital Economy Fund, to be allocated
by the Digital Economy and Society (DE)
Ministry.

DE Minister Pichet Durongkaveroj said
the 5-billion-baht fund will be budgeted in

September to help local startups flourish.

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC) will
be responsible for contributing the income
generated from licence fees for telecom and
broadcasting businesses.

Mr Pichet said yesterday that the minis-
trywas on the verge of setting up the opera-
tional committee for the digital economy
fund to be responsible for disbursing it.

The operational committee will be
supervised by the National Digital Econ-
omy Committee (NDEC), chaired by the
prime minister.

The digital economy fund has been

arranged to serve four main functions:

Supporting the private sector in digital
economy development including startups;
research and development; supporting the
operations of the Digital Economy Promo-
tion Agency (DEPA); and covering expenses
for the NDEC office.

“It's not just funding support. The gov-
emment has a clear strategic plan to make
the ecosystem healthy,” said Mr Pichet.

During a meeting between the minister
and local startups yesterday, Mr Pichet said
the government is now accelerating efforts
to facilitate the local startup ecosystem.

The DE Ministry, the Revenue Depart-
ment and the Board of Investment are
working on proper incentives packages to

be offered to startups. The ministry and
involved agencies plan to improve the
digital literacy of the local workforce. Tax
incentives will also be offered to Thai tech
startups and global companies.

Thailand’s 500-rai digital innovation
park in Sri Racha, Chon Buri, which is
now under construction, will serve as the
development centre for startup companies.

The 10-billion-baht project is being
set up by CAT Telecom and the Industrial
Estate Authority of Thailand.

The DE through DEPA will provide
financial support to new startups needing
initial funds for innovative product and
service development.

News ID: C-170620001048 (20 Jun 17/05:45)

‘f?iQN ewsClip’

Mr Pichet says efforts to help startups
are being sped up.
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