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Headline: NBTC management faces restr uctur ing

Clip: Black/White

NBTC management

faces res

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) will
restructure its management completely by
September, said NBTC'’s secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith, following publication
of the amended NBTC bill in the Royal
Gazette yesterday.

The changes will also affect the structure
of the NBTC board and its two committees.

The NBTC board will hold a special meet-
ing on Monday to approve its new organi-
sational and management structure, which
has been drafted by NBTC management.

Mr Takorn said under the amended
NBTC bill, the 11 existing commissioners
will become seven, who will be selected
from the seven sectors of telecommunica-
tions, radio broadcasting, TV broadcast-
ing, legal, economics, engineering and
consumer protection.

The seven commissioners will be
responsible for governing both telecom
and broadcasting businesses, overseeing
spectrum auctions and managing satel-
lite spectra.

The previous NBTC laws saw the 11 com-
missioners divided into two committees —
telecom and broadcasting — each with five
commissioners and the NBTC chairman
sitting on both committees.

“The existing NBTC commissioners
will be acting NBTC commissioners until
recruitment is completed and the new
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ucturing

NBTC board is officially appointed,” Mr
Takorn said.

However, the enforcement of the new
NBTC laws from today means the two com-
mittees are automatically dissolved.

Mr Takorn said the acting NBTC com-
missioners will consider both telecom
and broadcasting issues, without filtering
between the two former committees.

After the reorganisation, Mr Takorn said
the number of people in NBTC manage-
ment divisions will decline from 42 to 30.

However, the new structure will not
affect the existing directors of management
divisions, some of whom will be transferred
to other divisions.

The four positions of deputy secre-
tary-general still remain, overseeing tel-
ecom, broadcasting, provincial affairs
and strategy.

An additional three assistants
will be appointed to help the NBTC
secretary-general.

Mr Takorn said the new structure could
reduce operating costs by 20% over the next
five years.

NBTC office has almost 1,200 staffs
nationwide.
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Facebook, Netflix
get OTT ultimatum

NBTC mulls ad ban if
filing deadline missed

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Facebook, YouTube and Netflix must
register their over-the-top (OTT) services
with the national telecom regulator within
the next 30 days or face legal barriers that
will stymie their revenue streams, officials
said this week.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunication Commission (NBTC)
has given the world’s biggest online social
network and other online entertainment
platforms until July 22 to register, said
NBTC vice chairman Natee Sukolrat.

The agency’s regulatory framework for
OTT services took effect yesterday when
the commission invited platform provid-
ers to meet and register their OTT activi-
ties and businesses.

Some 24 digital terrestrial television
channels and 11 OTT operators attended
the meeting. All agreed to register with
the NBTC list.

Representatives of Facebook, YouTube
and Netflixwere no-shows but their regis-
tration is mandatory, Col Natee said.

“We don’t want to use the term ‘illegal’
for those OTT providers who fail to regis-
ter, but their services are not in line with
Thai law,” he said.

Col Natee said the NBTC is considering

taking measures to impose advertising or
other bans on those who fail to register by
the stated deadline, which would jeopard-
ise their income.

He refused to elaborate, saying the
picture would become clearer in the next
few weeks.

However the regulator has no inten-
tion to issue fines or shut down theirlocal
service operations as it does not wish to
inconvenience users, he said.

The remarks echo comments he made
to representatives of the US-Asean Busi-
ness Council (USABC) vesterday. Asean
stands for the Association of Southeast
Nations, a 10-member bloc.

The USABC representatives led by
president Alexander Feldman met NBTC
executives to discuss the newly issued
regulatory framework for OTT businesses.

They asked the commission what
would happen if the platform providers
miss the deadline.

Col Natee said they would be permit-
ted to keep operating but they would face
tough measures that would eat into their
major revenue streams.

He said any measures that are deployed
would not interfere with the companies’
creative content or OTT operations.

The NBTC will regulate such businesses
on the basis of complaints received rather
than adopting a paternal censorship role,
he added.

Under the framework, foreign OTT
platform providers are required to estab-
lish offices in Thailand, making them
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subject to corporate income tax.

The local office must be registered as a
legal entity, meaning it must have execu-
tives who are authorised to issue orders
related to the services and clarify any
problems that emerge locally.

The NBTC's advisory panel reported
earlier that OTT services in Thailand
can be divided into two schools — those
based on a free platform, which are
driven through advertising, and those
based on a paid platform, which require
monthly payments from subscribers or
payment-on-demand.

The free OTT platform includes Line
TV, YouTube, and some digital TV chan-
nels that broadcast their programmes on
OTT platforms, including Channels 3, 7,
8 and Workpoint TV.

Paid OTT platforms include Netflix,
Iflix, Hollywood HDTYV, PrimeTime, AIS
Play and TrueVisions Anywhere.

Yet legal experts voiced their concern
earlier this week that the move to control
foreign OTT service providers by making
them set up local entities is putting the
government on rocky ground as there are
no legal provisions for this.

No country has regulated its OTT ser-
vices yet. This means Thailand would
become the first to do so if the NBTC
presses ahead with its plan, said Pai-
boon Amonpinyokeat, founder of P&P
Law Firm.

Setting up local units is financially
cumbersome and time consuming, crit-
ics say.
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OTT players given deadline

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING committee of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
has given the likes of Google and YouTube 30 days to declare
themselves over-the-top (OTT) operators — or face therisk
of hindered business operations in the country.

The OTT policy steering subcommittee of the broadcast-
ing committee had called on companies deemed tobe OTT
operators, including the OTT network platform operators
and OTT content providers, to notify it yesterday of their sta-
tusas OTT operators. Google and YouTube are the biggest
names in a list of operators that failed to declare their status
yesterday at a gathering of OTT players convenedat the
NBTC. All operators in this camp were handed a deadline of
July 22 for compliance.

OTT describes the delivery of media content to viewers,
suchas films and TV programmes, via the Internet.

Around 24 broadcasters, including some terrestrial digital
TV operators,and 110TT operators showed up at the meet-
ing. Some of them reportedly made their notifications yes-
terday, while some advised of their intention to notify.

Once a broadcaster or operator formally notifies the
NBTC that it provides OTT services, it willimmediately
obtain all the required permits for such services.

Aside from Google and YouTube, which is a content-shar-
ing service owned by the US search giant, Netflix also failed
tomake the OTT notification to the NBTC yesterday. The
company, which provides films and TV shows online,
informed the broadcasting committee that it will meet with
the committee on the matter early next month.

The broadcasting committee’s chairman Natee Sukonrat
said yesterday that if the operators with outstanding notifi-
cations failed to respond within the 30-day deadline, they
would be deemed to be operating outside the Thai legal sys-
tem. If they operated on this basis, such operators could con-
tinue to provide services but “their businesses here might
face difficulty", he added, while declining to elaborate.

He also conveyed to this point to representatives of the
US-Asean Business Council who visited the broadcasting
committee yesterday to learn more about its OTT rules.

Those operators that have made the OTT notification
will be subject to the Broadcasting Act of 2008, with some
exemptions granted to the standard broadcasting condi-
tions. Under these exemptions, these operators are not
required to seek an OTT licence. Among the companies that
showed up yesterday were TrueVisions Anywhere, AIS Play,
Doonee, Monomaxx, Line TV and Kapook.com.

The broadcasting committee has calledin fora meeting
next week the top 55 Thai content providers on YouTube, by
subsriber numbers. Their notifications as OT T operators will
alsobesought.
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MAKING POLITICS PALATABLE

STORY PORCHAI SEREEMONGKONPOL PHOTOS SPOKEDARK TV

FACTBOX

While you may already know about Shallow News
in Depth - a very popular satirical news recap
show on internet-based SpokeDark TV - and
its co-hosts John Winyu and Por Mor, there's
another person who's been very instrumental
to its success. Her name is Janya “Rosie”
Wongsurawat, John’s older sister and Por Mor's
wife, who graduated from Thammasat's Faculty
of Journalism and Mass Communication. As the
show's producer and SpokeDark's co-founder,
she's the brains behind its many popular
shows. We talked with Rosie about SpokeDark's
origins and its new show, her thoughts on the
government'’s efforts to regulate the media and,
most importantly, her favourite quote by Uncle Tu.
You can watch SpokeDark shows at fb.com/
SpokeDarkTV, www.youtube.com/SpokeDarkTV
and www.spokedark.tv.
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Can we go back to the beginning of Shallow News in
Depth? How did it all begin?
John was the one who wanted a political satire show. | was
just looking for something fun to do. Traditional TV which
| had always somehow been a part of was so boring, fake
and completely unreasonable when it came to censor-
ship. John had a strong belief that the internet was
the way to go, the future and so on. He was re-
ally into politics because he had just had his
finances ruined by the Revenue Department.
< He was only in his early 20s and owed them
over a million baht in back taxes. He sud-
denly became truly aware about tax money
and public spending. Our family background
also played a big role in the making of this
show. Our dad who teaches political science
has always been a strong influence in the way
we look at politics. He has no romantic notions when
it comes to political systems or the way societies work,
which | think is the most important thing. He always empha-
sised that politics is about negotiating power and resources
and that, is natural. Having most of the family in academia
doesn’t hurt when it comes to fact checking and story-tell-
ing. They always have to go back to the Greeks, the Romans,
the Persians, or Confucius.

What exactly are your roles at SpokeDark?

| produce Shallow News In Depth and decide on the topic
of each show. Sometimes | write it, sometimes | rewrite or
tweak it. | have a really good writer now. I'm so grateful. |
also co-produce Momay Pa Plearn, our beauty show, and,
of course, our lateast Yum Khum (Good Night Thailand]. The
live Facebook 8pm show.

How has Shallow News in Depth evolved over the
years?

| think we've come full cycle in Thai politics. But this current
situation is a hit different from how it was foralong time. It's
new territory for everybody. As a show, we have to self-cen-
sor mare than ever.

Have you guys (John, Por Mor or you) run into politi-
cians you had previously made fun of?
Yes, some. Most of them take things in their stride.
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How did your Facebook show Yum Khum [which Rosie
also co-hosts) come about?

We needed a new challenge and a live news show seemed
to be the way to go. It’s a different feel from Shallow News
because it's a daily thing. We basically recap news that's rel-
evant to people like friends do to friends. It's more about the
pieces we choose and the questions we ask our audiences to
respond to through comments and reactions.

What do you think about the plan by NBTC [National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission)
to regulate providers of OTT (over the top) content?
Do you agree with regulating the media - mainstream
or online - at all?

I'm not for regulating any media. Even in this environment
of manipulation and fake news, we are going to have media
literacy, period. I'm all for ratings, of course. That's more of
a guide than a regulation. It's really sick that after the Com-
puter Crime Act, the Cybersecurity bill that will come out for
sure. There shouldn't be anymore attempts to requlate the
internet. We are already half way in jail 24/7 [given what we
say or do online can constitute offences under the new laws).

News ID: C-170623001168 (23 Jun 17/06:04)

The Cybersecurity bill is absolutely evil, in my opinion. As
if the Computer Crime Act wasn't bad enough. These laws
cannot be enacted equally. They are only here to prosecute
political enemies. The laws are unjust. They are damaging
to the economy. I'm not gonna even mention human rights
and the rule of law, since no one really cares about that. The
NBTC isn't sanctioned to regulate the internet. They just
decided to give themselves that power and it's ridiculous
especially under this illegitimate government.

What is your all time favourite quote by PM Prayut
Chan-o-cha?

“I did not seize power from anybody. | replaced them be-
cause they couldn’'t do their job.” This is very typical Thai
military style of renaming things to suit their self image. It's
so childish you kind of wonder when the development got
so arrested.

Nobody seems to be answering the big four questions
put forth by PM Prayut at the district offices. What do
you think we should do to get more people involved?
Have the YouLike page do a poll.
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