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Headline: Meeting to tackle illicit web content
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The telecom regulator calls a
Tuesday meeting with internet
providers to discuss removal of
content from social media

-k
G
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'/

The telecom regulator wants more help from internet service providers in removing illegal content from Facebook and YouTube.

Meeting to tackle

illicit web content

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

'I'h task of getting Facebook and YouTube to remove
e illegal content will be discussed at a Tuesday
meeting of the National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC) and the Thai Internet Service
Provider Association (Tispa).

The meeting is part of efforts to deal with illicit web
pages and social media posts, particularly those related to
the monarchy.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said the
number of new illicit web pages posted on Facebook from
May 1 to July 9 totalled 1,471, with 156 of them having
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already been removed.

On YouTube, there were 622 examples of illegal content
posted during the same period. Only nine have been
removed.

“We [the NBTC] need greater cooperation from Face-
book and YouTube through other channels, apart from
government agencies,” Mr Takorn said.

Tispa now has 11 members comprising internet
service providers and international internet gateway
operators.

The operations of Tispa members account for 95%
of internet service business in the country, including
CS Loxinfo, True Internet, Advanced Wireless Network,
DTAC TriNet, CAT Telecom, TOT, Symphony Communi-
cation, United Information Highway, Internet Thailand,
KSC Commercial Internet and Jasmine Internet.

Mr Takorn held a special meeting yesterday at Govern-
ment House, led by Deputy Prime Minister Prajin Juntong,
with top management from the Digital Economy and Soci-
ety (DE) Ministry and the Technology Crime Suppression
Division (TCSD) taking part.
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At present, the DE Ministry is the primary body respon-
sible for seeing that illicit content is removed from websites,
in line with court orders. The ministry’s authority is granted
through the Computer Crime Act, which governs illicit

content online.

The TCSD, in collaboration with the DE Ministry, can
also send court orders directly to websites.
“The process of sending court orders to Facebook and

YouTube has thus far been impractical, with both compa-
nies saying they have yet to receive any such proclamations
regarding illicit content,” Mr Takormn said.
The NBTC was tasked at yesterday’s meeting with
helping tackle the issue. The DE Ministry and TCSD were
instructed to compile all copies of court orders regarding
illicit web pages over the last two months, to be delivered to
the NBTC office on Monday.
The NBTC and representatives of Tispa will further
discuss the details at Tuesday’s meeting.
“It's most practical to push [the matter] through Tispa
because the association members handle internet traffic,”

Mr Takorn said.
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