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Phahon Yothin’s overhead wires to go under

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Overhead power lines and poles on eight
kilometres of Phahon Yothin Road are to
disappear in September.

The plan is part of the government’s road-
map for putting all existing electric wires and
telecom/broadcasting cables underground
in three provinces by 2020.

The roadmap targets Bangkok and the
nearby provinces of Samut Prakan and Non-
thaburi. The entire project, spanning 127km
of 39 roads, will cost 51.7 billion baht.

Moving the cables underground in Bang-
kok is an effort to beautify the city as it seeks
status as an Asean metropolis.

According to Chaiyong Puapongsakorn,
governor of the Metropolitan Electricity
Authority (MEA), the Phahon Yothin pro-
ject will take about two months to bury
all existing overhead power, telecom and
broadcasting cables and remove all poles,
starting in August.

The project on Phahon Yothin Road
runs from Lat Phrao intersection to Vic-
tory Monument.

Yesterday, the MEA, the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) and the Telecommunications
Association of Thailand announced a col-
laboration to remove all existing overhead
cables and poles along Phahon Yothin Road
by the end of September.

The MEA has its own underground
pipeline beneath the 39 roads. The tel-
ecom and broadcasting operators will
have to pay a rental rate of 18,000 baht
per km per month to the MEA for plac-
ing their existing overhead cables into the
MEA'’s pipeline.

“Using the MEA’s underground pipe-
line seems to be a shortcut for the project,
because the roadmap started in July last
year but so far no roads have completely
put all cables underground,” Mr Chai-
yong said.
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He said the MEA expects further collabo-
ration on other roads, especially Sukhumvit.

Five state agencies jointly signed amem-
orandum of understanding in July 2016 to
begin moving overhead cables underground:
the MEA, TOT, the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration, the Royal Thai Police and
the NBTC.

The government has urged all related
state agencies to speed up the first phase
in order to serve the digital economy initia-
tive and eliminate the unsightly clutter of
overhead cables.

The MEA is in charge of replacing all exist-
ing overhead power lines with underground
lines, requiring an investment of 48.7 bil-
lion baht.

State telecom TOT is responsible for
constructing a 3-billion-baht underground
system for grouping all existing telecom and
broadcasting cables into a single platform.

TOT set a rental fee of 18,000 baht per
km per month.
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OVERHANGING CABLES
TO GO UNDERGROUND

The Metropolitan Electricity Authoriry
(MEA), the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), and the Telecommunications
Association of Thailand, yesterday said
they will remove overhanging cables on
the Phaholyothin Road, from Lat Prao
intersection to Victory Monument.

The overhead cable will be placed in
the MEA’s underground system. The
owners of the lines will have to lease the
space for the underground cables.

The entire project, devided into four
phases, will be completed within
September. The first phase will begin
early August, from Lat Prao intersection
toBang Sue canel. [t will be followed by
the second phase in the middle of the
month on Pradipat Road, third phasein
early September on Bangsue Road, and
the last phase from Phaholyothon Soi7
to the Victory Monument area in the mid-
dle of September. The move is in line with
the government policy to improve the
Bangkok landscape.
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Steadily advancing countries

Nation ranks 40th
in digital evolution

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Thailand is pressing ahead with its digital
economy policy but still ranks low in terms
of how successfully it has made the digital
jump, a new survey shows.

The country ranked 40th out of 60 in the
Digital Evolution Index 2017 (DEI) compiled
by the Fletcher School at Tufts University in
partnership with Mastercard.

IT industry experts said the country must
focus on improving regulatory frameworks,
public trust and insufficiently skilled and
shrinking workforce to accelerate this digi-
tal transformation as the country moves to
embrace a new economic model dubbed
Thailand 4.0.

The index measures four key drivers
— internet access; consumer demand in

digital technology; the institutional envi-
ronment, such as government policy, laws
and resources; and innovation, including
investment in research, and digital start-ups
— and 170 unique indicators.

The DEI study characterised countries as
belonging to one of four groups.

m Stand Out: These countries demon-
strate high levels of digital development
while continuing to lead in innovation and
new growth. Singapore, the United King-
dom, New Zealand, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Estonia, Hong Kong, Japan and Israel
are in this group.

m Stall Out: Many developed countries
such as in Western Europe, Nordic coun-
tries, Australia and South Korea have a his-
tory of strong growth, but their momentum
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Rapidly advancing countries
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is slowing. Without further innovation they
are at risk of falling behind.

® Break Out: This group shows a rela-
tively lower level of digital advancement
but demonstrates the fastest momentum,
making it attractive to investors. Coun-
tries include China, Kenya, Russia, India,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Indonesia, Brazil,
Colombia, Chile and Mexico.

Watch Out: These countries face sig-
nificant challenges as they are constrained
by low levels of digital advancement and
slow growth. They include South Africa,
Peru, Egypt, Greece and Pakistan. The
study placed Thailand in the last category,
reflecting its low level of digitisation, slow
momentum in terms of filling infrastruc-
tural gaps, institutional constraints, and low
sophistication of consumer demand.

One key concern is that the digital econ-
omy policy has only been implemented
on a superficial level, said Thanachart
Numnonda, an executive director at the
IMC Institute.

The country is still lacking a compre-
hensive legal framework to increase trust
in digital developments, cybersecurity and
data protection, added Mr Thanachart, who
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formerlyserved as president of the Associa-
tion of Thai ICT Industry.

Moreover, it still relies too much
on paperwork when faster electronic alter-
natives could be adopted, critics say.

Even though Thailand has started adopt-
ing electronic services to make life more
convenient for the public, and is adopt-
ing big data analytics in planning and

decision-making, it needs a bigger digital
workforce and more IT experts from abroad,
experts contend.

“The adoption rate of smartphones and
social media is high butwe are still very low
in terms of using mobile wallets and mobile
payments,” said Mr Thanachart.

Nonetheless, wireless penetration is rela-
tively high and digital policy is on the right
track, meaning the chief problems lie in
execution and implementation, accord-
ing to Jarit Sidhu, a research manager at
IDC Thailand.

Regulations also need to be better man-
aged, he said, noting that over-the-top

content services should not fall under the
control of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunication Commission.

Meanwhile, many large private corpora-
tions have made an early start in their digital
transformation but the education sector has
not kept pace by failing to provide them with
a digitally skilled workforce, critics say.

Despite this, there are indications Thai-
land is improving. Citing another study
called the Global Connectivity Index (GCI)
2017 that was commissioned by China’s
Huawei and conducted by IDC, Mr Jaritsaid
Thailand ranked 33rd out of 50 countries.
Two years ago it ranked 39th in an earlier
version of the same study.

GCldescribed Thailand as an early adop-
ter in terms of information and commu-
nication technology development. It said
the country performed outstandingly in its
broadband assessment, and GCI awarded it
top marks for mobile broadband coverage.

These achievements have been attrib-
uted to the government’s digital economy
plan, which was tasked with getting nearly
40,000 villages connected using broadband,
including free WiFi.

According to the study, Thailand is on
the right track to becoming a digital infra-
structure hub.
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