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Illicit web pages removed

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Facebook and YouTube have con-
firmed thatall web pages ruled as illicit
by the Thai Criminal Court have been
removed from their platforms.

From May 1 to July 16, 1,835 pages
were removed. The removal of the
remaining 1,786 pages has not been
ordered by the court because of
coordination errors among govern-
ment agencies.

The mistake involving coordina-
tion has led to an inaccurate number
of illicit pages, said Takorn Tantasith,
secretary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC).

“The Digital Economy and Soci-
ety [DE] ministry explained that they

News ID: C-170808001034 (8 Aug 17/05:37)
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InfoQuest Limited [ 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ EL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

need to translate and manage details,
including some slang words prior to
sending the court orders to Facebook
and YouTube,” said Mr Takorn.

The NBTC scrapped its previous
deadline that ordered internet service
providers (ISPs) and international inter-
net gateway (IIG) providers to remove
all 3,726 illicit web pages by Aug 7.

Mr Takorn yesterday held a press
conference with representatives of
Thai Internet Service Provide Asso-
ciation after they discussed the second
phase of the crackdown on illicit
web pages.

On Friday, NBTC threatened ISP
and IIG providers with the revocation
of internet licences and legal punish-
ment ifthe latest lot of illicitweb pages
were in place yesterday.
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SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will work with the Ministry of
Digital Economy and Society (DE) to
fine tune coordination over home-
pages with allegedly illicit content.
NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said yesterday that the
ministry informed the NBTC that from

May 1to July 16 this year it had identi-
fied a total of 3,726 URLs withiillicit
content it wanted to block, of which
2,556 were on Facebook and 980 on
Youtube.

The ministry at around the same
time informed foreign social network
operators that it wanted around
1,800 URLs removed from their net-
works.

Takorn said that he would inform
Deputy Prime Minister Prajin Juntong,

who is in charge of the ministry, that
both should seek ways to ensure that
both the ministry and NBTC share the
same sets of information about the
sites that the ministry wanted to
block.

These foreign social network oper-
ators also confirmed with Thai ISPs
that they had already finished shut-
ting down all 1,800 URLs since last
Friday as requested by the ministry,
he added.

Takorn made the remarks after an
NBTC meeting yesterday with the
Internet service providers (ISPs) and
theinternational Internet gateway
operators. They discussed the NBTC's
continuing campaign to remove
homepages deemed to contain illicit
content.

The NBTC will also ask the min-
istry toinform ISPs and related par-
ties to remove the remaining illicit
pages, he added.

THE DE MINISTRY
INFORMED THE NBTC
THAT FROM MAY 1 TO
JULY 16 THIS YEAR,
IT HAD IDENTIFIED
3,726 URLS WITH
ILLICIT CONTENT IT
WANTEDTO BLOCK.
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