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USO auctlon
result could
be quashed

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) says it
will scrap the auction results for a 13.6-bil-
lion-baht rural fibre-optic network if the
project fails to meet the budget transpar-
ency standards of the Office of the Auditor
General (OAG).

The universal service obligation (USO)
project is aimed at connecting more than
3,920 villages through a fibre-optic net-
work in order to bridge the digital divide
in rural areas.

The NBTCheld an electronic auction on
Aug 1-2, in which the project was divided
into eight zones nationwide. The winning
bids totalled 12.9 billion baht, 4.5% lower
than NBTC's budgeted 13.6 billion.

The OAG sent a letter to the NBTC
office suggesting that the commission halt
the project, said NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith.

The letter also asked the NBTC to trans-
fer the USO budget to the Digital Economy
and Society Ministry’s development fund.

The project, the letter went on to say,
would be assigned to TOT, the state tel-
ecom enterprise.

7\.3.,' ! ! X

The OAG said its suggestion is in line
with the cabinet’s resolution passed last
year, said Mr Takorn.

Regardless of the content of the letter,

the NBTC board still believes it is still fully
responsible for bridging the digital divide
inrural areas, and thus in full control of the
USO budget.

“The 2010 Frequency Allocation Act
(FAA) dictates that the NBTC is the sole
operator of the USO project,” said Mr
Takorn. “The 2017 FAA (Amended FAA),
however, indicates that the NBTC must
transfer the USO budget to the develop-
ment fund if it is unable to make progress
on the project”

While the winning bids were 624 mil-
lion baht lower than the original budget,
he said the auction was conducted
with transparency.

Six bidders joined the recent August
auction. TOT and True Corporation won
the bids to build on three zones each. CAT
Telecom and Interlink Telecom won the
bidding for the remaining two zones.

“The NBTC will submit a letter to the
OAG this week to clarify the issue,” said Mr
Takorn. “If the OAG still believes the NBTC
wrongly used the USO budget, we are ready
to scrap the result of the auction and hand
in the money to other agencies.”

The 13.6-billion-baht project is pro-
jected to be completed by the second half
of 2018, and will provide fibre-optic net-
works, WiFi hotspots and mobile access
nodes to over 3,920 border villages in 62
provinces nationwide.

The NBTC said broadband networks
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will be installed in 600 villages (15% of
the total) by year-end. By next April, the
commission’s project is forecast to reach
2,000 settlements.

The broadband internet network
installed will run at speeds of no less than
30 megabit per second (Mbps).

The winners of the project have to provide
super cheap packages to the villages as alter-
natives encouraging low-income people to
access broadband internet services.

Previously, the NBTC set up super-
cheap broadband service in bordervillages,
which were divided into three promotional
packages: 50 baht per month for 10 Mbps
speed, 150 baht for 15 Mbps, and 200 baht
for 20 Mbps.
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THORN IN THE SIDE

The NBTC assigns a subcommittee to amend
the draft of the over-the-top regulatory
framework to cover all digital platforms. B4

OTT still a
thorn in the
side for NBTC

Board wants wider
regulatory frame

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) assigned its subcommittee yes-
terday to amend a draft of the over-the-
top (OTT) regulatory framework that will
cover all digital platforms.

The board’s resolution represents
a significant change of stance after it
earlier defined OTT video-on-demand
services as part of the broadcast business
under a sweeping regulatory framework.

“The board wants to see the OTT
regulatory framework cover broadcast-
ing, telecom and digital media,” NBTC
secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said.

OTT includes digital applications or
services that operate on internet net-
works such as mobile VoIP apps, mobile
instant messaging, online videoand TV,
and online music, he added.

The same board approved a decision
to add four more members to an existing
subcommittee tasked with working on
the framework that was set up in line
with an NBTCresolution issued in April.
It currently has 11 members led by Col
Natee Sukolrat.

The four new additions are made up
of three NBTC commissioners — Gen
Sukit Khamasunthorn, Prasert Silphi-
phat and Thawatchai Chittrapanun
— and Korkij Danchaivichit, the NBTC's
deputy secretary-general.

Mr Takorn said several parties have
expressed concern about the draft of
the framework and have requested revi-
sions. It is scheduled to be completed
in September.

In April, the board decided video-on-
demand falls into the broadcastbusiness
segment. Butatthetime, the NBTC's top
goals were dealing with “improper con-
tent’, especially video-streaming on
social media, and creating fair compe-
tition in the TV industry.

The subcommittee said it oversee
OTT businesses based on the following
laws: the NBTC Act, the Broadcasting
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Business Act, and the Radio Commu-
nications Act.

The subcommittee ordered OTT
operators and OTT platform providers
to register within 30 days of the frame-
work being addressed. It also tried to ban
advertising activities on unregistered
OTT platforms.

Facebook, YouTube and Netflix were
among the OTT platform providers that
failed to register.

But OTT services involve sophisti-
cated issues and require careful han-
dling, especially in the event of regula-
tory drafting, said Bunyati Kirdniyom,
director of Vriens & Parmers.

He pointed to previous attempts to
regulate OTT video services by the Euro-
pean Commission (EU) from which les-
sons could be learned.

After two years of studies and con-
sultations, the EU’s executive body
now just asks content platforms to
sign up to a “voluntary” code of con-
duct. This is committed to swiftly
removing illegal hate speech such as
racial abuse.

No country has fixed a regulatory
regime for OTT services or service
providers yet, with jurisdiction a nag-
ging problem.

“OTT is virtually operated and deliv-
ered via the internet, which is global
by nature. Regulating it is hard for one
country to handle alone,” said one
pundit.
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Headline: Peace TV banned for one month

Clip: Full Color

POLITICS

Peace TV
banned for
one month

POST REPORTERS

The country’s telecommunications regula-
tor has moved to suspend the broadcast
licence held by Peace TV, a satellite-based
television channel linked to the red-shirt
United Front for Democracy against Dic-
tatorship (UDD), for a full month.

The decision was reached by the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) board at a
meeting yesterday, said secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith.

The NBTC said it suspended the chan-
nel’s licence because two of its programmes
were deemed to contain content dealing
with plots to undermine the constitutional
monarchy, in violation of Section 37 of the
act on television and broadcast business
operations, he said.

The programmes were Khao Chai Trong
Kan Na, which aired on Jul 4, and Hong
Khao Lao Riang Sut Sapda, which aired
on Jul 9, said Mr Takorn.

The NBTC plans to notify Peace TVviaa
letter today about the administrative order
to immediately stop broadcasting, he said.

This isn’t the first ime Peace TV has
been given a 30-day broadcast suspension,
said a source.

On July 4 last year, the station was sus-
pended from broadcasting after a com-
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plaint was submitted to the NBTC petition-
ingit to investigate the content of the Khao
Chai Trong Kan Na programme, which
aired on Mar 21 last year.

The Pheu Thai Party released a state-
ment calling on the National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO) and the govern-
ment to stop making orders that limit the
rights and freedoms of the public, academ-
ics and the media.

The party told the NCPO and the govern-
mentin the same statement that they have
the same fundamental duty as that of an
elected government to conform to inter-
national rules as well as the Thai Constitu-
tion in protecting and respecting freedom
of expression.

Nattawut Saikuar, a co-leader of the
UDD and Peace TV host, said that while
the station would have to follow the NBTC'’s
order, its executives were ready to carry on
broadcasting certain programmes via social
media platforms like Facebook.

This is a way of staying connected with
the TV channel’s audience, he said.

Executives from Peace TV told the NBTC
that the programmes in question were not
intended to stir up any political turmoil,
nor were they intended to challenge those
in power, said Mr Nattawut.

Tida Thawornseth, an adviser to the
UDD, questioned why the licence sus-
pension came just ahead of Aug 25, when
the Supreme Court’s Criminal Division
for Holders of Political Positions is due to
hand down its ruling in the rice-pledging
case against former prime minister Yin-
gluck Shinawatra.

The previous suspension of Peace TV'’s
broadcastlicence occurred around the time
of the 2017 referendum on the constitution,
she said.
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