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Sukit voted in
as NBTC chair

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

k' Khamasunthorn was voted the new
S u It chairman of the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Commission
to replace Thares Punsri at a special meeting
yesterday of the NBTC board.

The existing seven commissioners of the
board will now serve as an interim panel until a
new board is recruited, as all seven ended their
six-year working term yesterday.

NBTC secretary-general Takormn Tantasith said
the seven commissioners spent only three min-
utes before unanimously selecting Gen Sukit, 66,
for the new seat.

ACM Thares ended his term on Oct 5 after
turning 70, adhering to the terms of the NBTC Act.

The existing NBTC board has eight members,
including its secretary-general.

While the NBTC board is now working as an
interim panel, under the new NBTC law, which
went into effect on June 23, the board will carry
on with the same authority and responsibilities
until the government officially appoints the new
panel.

But Mr Takorn said the NBTC should not
make or approve any new regulations on impor-
tant issues that may result in a legal backlash,
including auctions for spectrum licences.

The existing NBTC board will hold a meeting
on Oct 11 to consider a clear definition of its
tasks, including what it can and can't do, before
the new NBTC board is appointed.

“Itis difficult to tell when the new NBTC
board will be completely recruited,” Mr Takorn
said.

The National Legislative Assembly’s selection
committee for recruiting the new NBTC board is
hammering out a draft on the qualifications and
recruitment process for the next panel.
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SUKIT VOTED IN AS
NEW NBTC CHAIRMAN

Members of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
yesterday elected Sukit
Khamasundara as
thenewNBTC
chairman, accord-
ing to secretary-
general Thakom
Tanthasit.

Sukit was picked

toreplace Air Chief
SUKIT Marshal Thares
Punsri, who
reached the mandatory ageof 70 on
Thursday.
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For RS, diversity is strength

The successes and pitfalls of four decades
have led the music and media firm in
surprising (and profitable) directions.

By Nanat Suchiva

music company, a TV sta-

tion, a health and beauty

operator: RS Plc has

assumed whatever form

necessary to get through
tough business times. Chief executive
Surachai Chetchotisak, popularly known
as Hia Hor (Brother Hor), strongly believes
that such transitions have moved his com-
pany in the right direction.

RS first made its name in the music
industry. The company debuted with juke-
box production and cassette-tape record-
ingunder the Rose Sound brand before the
formal launch of RS Group with capital of
50,000 baht in 1976.

1982 saw the founding of RS Sound Co LEFT
Ltd, targeting the teenage demographic. . Be Surachal
The first band signed to the fledgling says he keeps a
record label was Intanin, followed by Keer- positive attitude
eeboon, Fruity, Sixth Sense, Brandy and and always
Rainbow. Those groups became famous plans o win.
during the period, and many of their songs
still resonate today.

With the music business growing, RS
Sound Co became RS Promotion in 1992
and moved its office from a small build-
ing on Uruphong Road to the 300-mil-
lion-baht building on Lat Phrao Soi 15
that houses the head office today. Apart
from album recordings, RS has expanded
into other entertainment lines: movies,
radio programmes, TV series. In May 2003,
the companylisted on the Stock Exchange
of Thailand as RS Plc.

In 2006, the company changed its name
from RS Promotion Plc to RS Plc and
reshaped its corporate identity to cohere
with the overall image of the organisation.
The following years brought investments
inmedia, satellite TV and sports, including
an indoor, seven-a-side soccer pitch called
S-One on Bang Na-Trat Road. The com-
pany also won the rights tolive broadcasts - -
of the Uefa Euro 2008 championship. Over ] il

MANVLYN LYNYHD ‘SO10Hd

NANVLYN LYNYH) :010Hd

e o I ! - s
il YT E _ S
See SURACHAI Page 8 _ The health and beauty range is a rising star at RS. =
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the airwaves, the company’s Sabaidee Radio, a Thai
country music station, built on the success of Sabaidee
TV and R-Siam.

In 2014, RS won an auction to broadcast Channel
8 as digital free TV with standard definition. By 2015,
the group was diversifying into health and beauty with
Life Star Co to seize on the rapidly growing market.

“For health and beauty business, we have conducted
research and development for more than three years,
and now Life Star has been operating for more than
two years and generating great success from its qual-
ity products,” Mr Surachai says. “The main reason we
decided to enter health and beauty, which is very new
for an entertainment company like RS, is because of
the growing popularity of beauty trends, especially for
healthy products. I think this is a big opportunity for us.”

According to Mr Surachai, the health and beauty
market exceeds 250 billion baht and is set to grow as
Thailand becomes an ageing society.

He says the health and beauty market is interesting
because there are few entry barriers, meaning any com-
pany can join regardless of size. As the owner of five
strong media channels — digital Channel 8, satellite

News ID: C-171007001085 (7 Oct 17/06:34)
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ABOVE
RS will move to
a new

| headquarters on

Channel 2, Sabaidee TV, You Channel and Ploen TV
— RS has promotional tools to set Life Star apart from
the competition and appeal to consumers.

Nonetheless, product quality will be the key to suc-
cess by creating brand loyalty among consumers.

According to Mr Surachai, Life Star is a spark plug
for the group, bagging 500 million baht in the first half
0f2017 and shattering the annual target of 440 million.
Sales have nearly tripled year-on-year. Mr Surachai
expects Life Star revenue to reach 1.2 billion baht by
year-end.

“Istrongly believe that the revenue from our health
and beauty business will surpass the group’s revenue
from digital TV]" he says.

The health and beauty business contributed 35.1%
of total revenue as of Q2 2017, second only to the media
business, which made up 50.7%. Music and events
contributed 7.5% and 6.7%, respectively.

Despite TV and music facing hard times, Mr Sura-
chai remains firm in his belief that entertainment and
music will never die.

“RS experienced the difficult time of the CD piracy
crisis in the past 10 years, and the company got through
that time by becoming the first music company to
launch a new business model by bundling a new single
with existing artists’ albums,” he says. “RSwas also the

InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701
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first company to shut down its CD business and starta
new chapter of downloads and streaming music to tap
consumers’ changing behaviour.

“The most concerning issue about the fall of the
music industry in Thailand, from the past until today,
isnot piracy; it’s all about the changing behaviour that
shifts very fast and is hard to forecast.”

Mr Surachai says the music industry is not dead and
will never be. The reason music is still fresh and alive,
he says, is because listening to music is the cheapest
and most practical means of entertainment for the
average Thai household.

“Even though the music business today contributes
only 7% to the company’s revenue, I strongly believe
that people will still listen to music, but mostly in
streaming and application forms,” he says. “So RS is
catching up with the trend by focusing on proven down-
loads and streaming music.”

Mr Surachai says that from the beginning he never
thought RS would only operate solely in the music
business.

“Ialways look for the popular trend of business, no
matter whatitis, and I will use my proficiency togo over
itas much asIcan,” he says. “Three years ago, | had no
hesitation to take the digital TV business. I decided
to join the digital TV auction hosted by the National

News ID: C-171007001085 (7 Oct 17/06:34)

P A th .
ﬁQNewsCllp InfoQuest Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17 ™ FL. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
www.ignewsclip.com Q 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

Channel 8’s newsroom. Bidding on a Iluenc for the digital TV channel was akey RS move.

#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

B4 help@ignewsclip.com

NANVLYA IVNYH) “0LOHd

‘JNUMVJ.lelH)l‘VHHd ‘010Hd

Page: 374




Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: Business/First Page

Bangkok Post Date: Saturday 7 October 2017

Volume: - No: -
Col.Inch: 284.25 Ad Value: 426,375

Column: PROFILE: For RS, diversity is strength

Page: 1(Center), 8
PRValue (x3): 1,279,125

Clip: Full Color

D2B was one of l:nany acts promoted by RS.

Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission,
as I believed RS would perfectly operate Channel 8 as
one of the company’s main sources of revenue as the
music industry started to drop at that time.”

Mr Surachai says he and his team run Channel 8
along the lines of two rules.

First, maintaining revenue and profit to preserve the
channel’s healthy financial situation, as competition in
digital TV is fiercer than in traditional broadcasting.

Second, finding another business (health and
beauty) to support revenue while the digital channel
develops.

“In the past three years, the TV industry has suffered
as advertising revenue decreased significantly while
the number of players increased,” Mr Surachai says.
“Prime-time competition is fierce, while non-prime-
time periods are hard to sell because viewers prefer
watching programmes online. Despite the struggling
industry, Channel 8 thinks differently and has managed
to keep its rating among the top five nationwide.

Above all, Mr Surachai urges keeping a positive atti-
tude, always planning to win.

“We have to believe that we will win to drive profi-
ciency ourselves, and we need to take care of each other
with the good attitude to get through any problems,’
he says.

News ID: C-171007001085 (7 Oct 17/06:34)
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SURACHAI CHETCHOTISAK
RS CHIEF EXECUTIVE

BIODATA

SURACHAI CHETCHOTISAK
Age: 55

L Education |

W Bachelor's degree, Faculty of
Political Science, Ramkhamhaeng
University

MW Honorary doctorate,
Chandrakasem Rajabhat University

A T —

2003-present: Chief executive,
managing director, RS Plc
1992-2003: Managing director, RS
Promotion Co Ltd

1976-92: Assistant managing director,
Rose Sound Co Ltd

Married with two sons
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