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Weerasak to discuss Cup TV rights

New tourism and sports minister says government may involve private companies for 2018 edition

™

Minister Weerasak
Kowsurat pays
respects to the

PHOTO: APICHART JINAKUL

»»New Tourism and Sports Minister
Weerasak Kowsurat said yesterday
he and other agencies would discuss
carefully if the government should buy
the 2018 Fifa World Cup broadcast-
ing rights.

Weerasak met officials at the
ministry and briefed them about his
policy yesterday.

Asked whether the government
would buy the World Cup broadcast-
ingrights, Weerasak said the ministry
hadto talk to other government agen-
cies and private companies before
making a decision.

“We are not closing the door on the
government buying the World Cup
broadcasting rights because a large
number of Thais are interested in the
event,” he said.

“We may buy it with private com-
panies.”

However, he said not every Thai
wanted to watch live World Cup
matches.

“We have to consider the pros and
cons. We have to consider if itis worth
an investment. We have to admit that
some people are not interested in the
World Cup so we have to be fair to all
taxpayers,” said Weerasak.

Private firms are not interested in

buying the World Cup broadcasting
rights because the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunication
Commission (NBTC) stipulates that
live major sporting events such as the
World Cup and the Olympics must be
aired on free TV as well.

Meanwhile, Weerasak said he
would initiate a plan to use Thai food
to help strengthen Thai athletes.

He said he would also push sports
to reach people in the provinces.

“Sports development is not all
about Bangkok,” he said.

“We also have to give importance
to sports for old and disabled people”

Meanwhile, Fifa president Gianni
Infantino yesterday sought to dis-
tance football from any suspicions
of the widespread doping in other
sports that has cast a cloud over 2018
World Cup hosts Russia.

Russia have been stripped of a
third of the medals they won as hosts
of the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi
and last week a ban on the country
taking part in international athletics
was upheld by the sport’s governing
bodythe IAAE.

Next Tuesday, the International
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Olympic Committee will meet to
decide whetherto ban Russia from the
2018 Winter Games in Pyeongchang,
South Korea, over allegations that it
ran a state-sponsored doping pro-
gramme for years.

But Infantino claimed that the
level of testing in football is suf-
ficient to show that the game is
largely clean.

“Idon’t think there are many other
international sports organisations
who are doing as many anti-doping
tests as football is doing, with Fifa,
Uefa or national associations, in and
out of competition, blood, urine,
biological passports,” Infantino said
during a press conference in the
Kremlin in Moscow ahead of last
night’s World Cup draw.

“Professional players in top teams
play 50 or 60 matches everyyear. They
are tested, I don't know how many
times every year.

“Ifyou would have a serious doping
issue in football this would be known
by now, whether in Russia or any other
country of the world.” BANGKOK POST/AFP
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spirit house at the
Tourism and Sports
Ministry yesterday.
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