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TECHNOLOGY

DE Ministry replaces digital personnel scheme

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The Digital Economy and Society (DE) Min-
istry has scrappedits plan to hunt for highly
skilled personnel in digital fields because
of the poor response.

Recruitment of new officials was open
for months, offering incentives such as
salary over 10 times higher than other
state agencies, but no one applied for
the positions.

The recruitmentplan has beencancelled.

DE minister Pichet Durongkaveroj said
qualified candidates may not have been
interested in government jobs no matter
how attractive the offer was.

They may have been concerned about
job stability when a new government is
selected, he said.

Under a second plan, the DE Ministry in
January 2018 will ask other state agencies
to transfer qualified officials to fill vacant
posts at the DE Ministry and its agencies.

Officials who are transferred
will still work under their orig-
inal agencies and their salary
structures will not be affected.

“We have talked with several
state agencies about the plan
and some of them have agreed
to transfer their staff to workin
new positionsappointed by the
DE Ministry,” said Mr Pichet.

The minister said there are
five people who will be trans-
ferred in early 2018 — four from
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Communication and
one from the Finance Ministry.

“We do nothave an exact targetas to how
many officials will be transferred from other
agencies, but we will keep working with this
model as much as we can,” he said.

The DE Ministry and its agencies require
many positions to be filled to ensure effec-
tive operations and collaboration with

Pichet: No people
applied for jobs

other ministries in driving the
government’s digital transfor-
mation policy.

The ministrywelcomes offi-
cials from other agencies who
have specific skills related to
the digital roadmap.

Mr Pichet said the digital
economy ecosystem does not
focus only on qualified tech-
: nical experts or innovative
management but a wide range
of skills can help drive the
implementation of the digital
economic policy.

Experts in core functions like Internet
of Things and artificial intelligence, legal
and policymaking management for the new
economy are also needed for critical tasks.

Some officials at the Science and Tech-
nology Ministry were also transferred to
DE Ministry.

“The digital economy is involved in

every ministry. Officials who are transferred
from their original agencies will work as
‘change agents’ at the DE Ministry to gradu-
ally improve operations in line with digi-
tally-driven development,” Mr Pichet said.

In June 2017, the DE Ministry started
recruiting external high-digital-literacy per-
sonnel to be “new types of state officials”
working at the ministry and its subsidi-
ary agencies.

The plan to recruit new officials was
approved by the cabinet, with the goal of
acquiring some 100 personnel working for
the ministry by 2018.

As for the plan that was scrapped, new
officials were to be employed under a con-
tract basis, with performance evaluation
based on terms of six or 12 months.

They would be divided into two groups
— specific digital-related skilled officials
and digital experts.

The specific digital-related skilled offi-
cials are ranked lower in digital literacy.
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The government set their salary at 37,680-
68,350 baht per month.

The digital expert group requires in-
depth skill for digital-related business.

There are three salary levels — 109,200,
163,800 and 218,400 baht per month —
depending on the level of digital literacy
skills and job experience.

Recently Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha said the government aims to com-
plete its digital transformation by 2021 by
implementing a digital transformation
programme from June 2017.

The programme is expected to increase
digital literacy and ICT skills among gov-
ernmentofficials and ensure state agencies
provide more effective and user-friendly
services across several different platforms.

There are around 3 million state officials
across the country.

Digital literacy has never been part of
the common core skills standard for state
officials under previous governments.
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