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5G auction raises B100bn

BATTLE FOR

THE AIRWAVES

Bidders

Licences
for auction

Spectrum

Minimum price | Bid increment
per lot per round
(million baht) | (million baht)

Combined
winning prices
(billion baht)

Winning
bidders

B 700MHz 4 AWN, TUC, CAT 8,792 440 514 (3 licences) o CAT (2 licences)

« AWN (1 licence)
M 2600MHz 19 AWN, TUC, CAT 1,862 93 3743 (19 licences) « AWN (10 licences)

« TUC (9 licences)
M 26GHz 27 AWN, TUC, DTAC, TOT 423 22 11.62 (26 licences) « AWN (12 licences)

« TUC (8 licences)

« TOT (4 licences)

« DTAC (2 licences)
Total 49 100.52 (48 licences)

Source: NBTC

AWN bags almost
half the licence haul

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Around 100 billion baht was raised in
the 5G multiband licence auction yes-
terday with leading mobile operator
Advanced Info Service (AIS), through
its subsidiary Advanced Wireless Net-
work (AWN), grabbing almost half the
49 licences of three spectra put up
for auction.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
auctioned off 700-megahertz, 2600MHz
and 26-gigahertz ranges in that order
from 9.30am.

The five bidders were Advanced Info
Service (AIS), through its subsidiary
Advanced Wireless Network (AWN);
True Move H Universal Communica-
tion (TUC); Total Access Communi-
cation (DTAC), through its subsidiary
DTAC TriNet; CAT Telecom and TOT.

The 700MHz and 2600MHz ranges
were sought by AWN, TUC and CAT.
All but CAT vied for the 26GHz range.

Only the 700MHz licences were
heavily contested through 19 auction
rounds for three licences.

A combined 51.4 billion baht was
raised from the auction of the three
licences on the range, a process which
lasted almost two and a half hours.

The sum is almost double the
combined reserved prices of the
three licences.

The biddinglasted 19 rounds before
the hammer fell, with the final price per
lot (licence) at 17.15 hillion baht.

The 19 licences in the 2600MHz
range were auctioned through two auc-
tion rounds with a combined winning
price of 37.43 billion baht.

The final price on the range reached
1.95 billion baht per licence after a
40-minute auction, which started at
12.50pm. The sum is around 5% higher
than the reserve price.

Lastly, 11.62 billion baht was raised
from the 26GHz range auction, which
began at 2.30pm and lasted only
10 minutes.

Atotal of 27 licences were offered by
the NBTC on the range with a reserve
price of 423 million baht per licence
and bid increments of 22 million baht
each round.
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Therange’s auction ended in the first
round when the participants bid on
only 26 out of the 27 available licences.
The hammer fell on a price of 455 mil-
lion baht per licence.

AWN succeeded in snapping up 23
licences in the 49-licence auction of
thethree spectra. Of 23 licences gained
by AWN, they are one for the 700MHz

range, 10 for the 2600MHz band and 12
for the 26GHz band.

It was trailed by TUC, which earned
17 licences in total, nine of which were

from 2600MHz range and the rest from
26GHz band.

TUC failed to grab anylicences in the
700MHz range.

TOT picked up four licences from
the 26GHz range. DTAC obtained two
licences from the 26GHs range and
CAT secured the two licences from
the 700MHz.

CAT president Sanphachai Hunana-
ndana said snaring two licences in the
700MHz range is an important win for
the company as it could help reduceits
investment in cellular cell sites, com-
pared with obtaining only one slot,
which contains 5MHz of bandwidth.

He said the 700MHz range is also
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regarded as a backbone network capa-
ble of transmitting broader signals than
higher bands.

“CAT will use the range for 4G service
and prepare to use it for 5G service in
the future,” said Col Sanphachai.

CAT, he said, aims to provide ser-
vice as an infrastructure sharing pro-
vider too.

Sharad Mehrotra, CEO of DTAC,
said the company’s acquisition of the
high-band 26GHz spectrum would be
awelcome addition to DTAC's portfolio
of mid and low bands.

“With the acquisition of 26 GHz spec-
trum, we now have access to low, mid-
and high-band spectrum to provide our
customers with the best data experi-
ence in the future,” Mr Mehrotra said.
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Takorn Tantasith, second from right, secretary-general of the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC), yesterday announces the results of the
5G multiband licence auction to an army of reporters at the NBTC office. The NBTC received more than 100 billion baht from the 5G auctions. WICHAN CHAROENKIATPAKUL
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