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DTAC teases plan

OFF AND RUNNING

DTAC vows to launch a home-based ultra-
high-speed broadband service by June on the
266GHz range. B4

or

26GHz 5G licences

Home internet with
fibre-like speed on tap

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Total Access Communication (DTAC)
vowed yesterday to launch a home-
based ultra-high-speed broadband
service by June on the 26-gigahertz
range it secured in the 5G spectrum
licence auction.

Last Sunday’s auction saw the coun-
try’s third largest mobile operator
secure two out of 49 licences put up for
bid. The service is expected to deliver
fibre-like speed of up to 1 gigabit per
second in selected locations.

DTAC also aims to deploy a 5G net-
work on the 700-megahertz range to

I~
-

bring coverage to rural areas in the
second half of the year, said chief execu-
tive Sharad Mehrotra.

Mr Mehrotra declined to speculate
on the consequences once bigger rivals
launch 5G services on mobile devices
using the 2600MHz range.

“Each operator's 5G auction plan and
business roadmap comes with a differ-
ent strategy of game play,” he said.

Mr Mehrotra was speaking at a news
briefing on DTAC's business plans in
the wake of the 5G auction.

DTAC also secured state telecom
TOT's 2300MHz band for 4G LTE ser-
vices through an agreement that expires
in 2025.

Mr Mehrotra offered no concrete
details about the company’s plan to
develop its 2300MHz network, which
could pave the way for 5G adoption.

An industry veteran who requested

anonymity said a price war over 4G
promotional packages may be una-
voidable, as DTAC needs to retain its
subscriber base as bigger rivals step up
efforts to lure DTAC customers to their
own 5G services.

DTAC secured two licences on the
26GHz range, each containing 100MHz
of bandwidth, in Sunday’s auction.

The acquisition, Mr Mehrotra said,
bolsters DTAC’s portfolio, which
already includes mid and low bands.

“Acquiring 5G spectrum is just the
start of the journey, with much more to
come every quarter this year,” he said.
“Our goal is to never stop improving on
connectivity solutions.”

According to Mr Mehrotra, DTAC
plans to expand cell sites for the
2300MHz range from 1,700 base sta-
tions to more than 20,000 this year.

DTACalsowants toroll outultra-high-

- Spectrum bandwidth (MHz) held by
a0\ operators after Feb 16 licence auction

Spectrum 700MHz 850MHz 900MHz 1800MHz 2100MHz 2300MHz 2600MHz 26GHz Total
operator
HAIS > 30 20 40 60* 100 1,200 1,450
H TUC - 20 (s 20 30 30 90 800 1,020
EDTAC 20 10 10 30 60** 200 330
M CAT [ 20 30 50
H TOT > 30 60 400 490
*QOf 60MHz of bandwidth, 30MHz was granted by TOT under a partnership deal v @
**60MHz of bandwidth was granted by TOT under a partnership deal = ‘&
***30MHZ of bandwidth was granted by CAT under a partnership deal '\
M Bandwidth shown includes both licences awarded by the NBTC and those under partnership deals :-?.I
with state enterprises TOT and CAT "
M Bandwidth shown on 700, 850, 900, 1800 and 2100MHz ranges, which are under time division Tl
duplex (TDD) mode, covers both uplink and downlink transmission H i/
| B
Source: NBTC 4 1 BKPgraphics
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speed massive MIMO technology at
high-traffic locations nationwide to
enhance mobile services for customers.

An industry analyst said DTAC
may opt to develop 5G service on its
2300MHz spectrum, though such a
move could require consent from
TOT and approval by the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-

tions Commission.

DTAC could also target the 1800MHz
range for 5G service, the analyst said,
but it has only 10MHz of bandwidth on
the range. The company may also need
to consider developing 5G service on
other ranges, including 2100MHz and
700MHz, for use on mobile devices, the

analyst said.
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PBangkok Post

THE NEwsPAPER YoUu CAN TRUST
‘Crisis’ plan is
censorship

f the measure proposed by Digital Economy and

Society Minister Buddhipongse Punnakanta to

have state agencies dictate news coverage during

“times of crisis” is adopted, it could further

undermine press freedom and people’s right to
information.

Mr Buddhipongse floated the idea at a Senate meet-
ing on Monday while discussing concerns about certain
media outlets’ intrusive coverage during the mass
shooting in Nakhon Ratchasima. The intrusive report-
ing allegedly compromised security operations and the
safety of people trapped inside the shopping mall.

After the meeting, the minister posted on Facebook
that he will “explore ways to regulate the media and
control social media; adding that it may be necessary
to designate a single state-run media outlet to take sole
responsibility for reporting on crises.

What he is proposing is in fact the sort of censorship
imposed on the media in countries ruled by authori-
tarian regimes such as in China, Laos and Vietnam. If
implemented, this measure will have far-ranging effects
on society.

First of all, as soon as the government starts slapping
controls on what can or cannot be reported about gun
attacks, it will likely expand censorship on news cover-
age of other “crises’, such as disasters, disease outbreaks
or street protests.

News ID: C-200219001049 (19 Feb 20/06:02)
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This sort of control will hinder the media’s ability
to scrutinise or expose flaws and irregularities in the
authorities’ handling of crises.

It will also allow the state to dictate what the public can
or cannot know about a specific incident, paving the way
for the abuse of power and the hiding of information.

It will also deprive people of their right to information
from different sources.

Mr Buddhipongse is known for his harsh stance
against freedom of expression.

Upon taking office last year, he vowed to “purge”
social media of any insults to the monarchy.

He then set up an anti-fake news centre which has
slapped criminal charges against people for what they
wrote or shared on social media.

Late last month, the centre slapped computer crime
charges against two people for sharing misleading infor-
mation on the coronavirus outbreak, while yesterday,
the minister announced that four more people were
detained for spreading the same kind of “fake news’”.

Many people have slammed the minister’s fake-news
crusade for his failure to differentiate between those
who systematically create or spread fake news with
malicious intent, and those who simply share incor-
rect information.

What the minister should do instead is provide cor-
rect information on the subject, or the virus in this case.

After the minister’s proposal, top brass in the military
and the police joined in, saying they will consider con-
fiscating the assets of online media outlets found to have
broken the law.

They said this was in response to a government
policy, without elaborating.

However, such policies are unhealthy.

Mr Buddhipongse’s proposal only shows that the gov-
ernment wants to gag the media and control all public
narrative on certain issues.

In reality, the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission discussed the mass-shooting
coverage with six media organisations, and they agreed
there is a need for self-regulation.

With media outlets already aware of such incursions,
such proposals are unnecessary as they will do more
harm than good.
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