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5G ball starts rolling

Spectrum auction sheds light on how operators intend
to get started. By Fitch Solutions

munications Commission (NBTC) raised

atotal 0of 100.5 billion bahtin 5G spectrum
auctions on Feb 16, with the big three local
operators Advanced Info Service (AIS), True
and Total Access Communication (DTAC) bid-
ding, together with state-owned TOT and CAT
all winning licences.

Implications: Currently, neither the 700- nor
2600-megahertz bands are used for any telecom
services. The 700MHz band was vacated when
analogue TV services were shut down in favour
of digital services in January 2020, while fre-
quencies on the 2600MHz band were previously
held by the state-owned broadcaster MCOT,
which did not utilise the spectrum.

The NBTC, prior to the auction, agreed to
compensate MCOT 6.6 billion baht for recall-
ing the spectrum, which was due to expire at
the end of 2022. The NBTC stated the 700MHz
spectrum can be used to boost 4G capacity, and

T he National Broadcasting and Telecom-

be deployed for 5G services.

DTAC’s decision to bid only for the high-fre-
quency mmWave spectrum suggests it would
pursue a network-sharing arrangement with
one of the other operators, or bid in future 5G
spectrum auctions.

The satellite communications provider Thai-
com announced in November 2019 it would
vacate the 3.5GHz band sometime in 2020. The
company possesses rights to use the band —
which is currently utilised for the operation of its
Thaicom 5 satellite — until September 2021. The
NBTC has agreed to compensate Thaicom given
that its services will be affected by the recall of
the band, and it appears Thaicom will migrate
to another unused band.

Auctions for spectrum on the 3.5GHz band
will likely take place towards the end of 2020.
Alternatively, DTAC could look to repurpose
its existing LTE agreement with TOT to deploy
5G services.

All operators have forgone bidding for the
1800MHz spectrum, which is currently utilised
for 2G services in the country. Attempts to auc-
tion capacity on this band in June 2018 failed
when none of the operators submitted bids,
although in August of the same year, AIS and
DTAC each secured 5MHz of capacity on the
band. Even prior to the auction, operators have
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stated their unwillingness to bid for this band.

What'’s next: Limited 5G services will be
launched in 2020, and we expect operators to
first use spectrum to deploy consumer-focused
services, namely mobile and fixed-wireless ser-
vices. These will largely be centred in wealthier
areas where the potential for returns on invest-
ment is higher, namely Bangkok and vicinity.

The three private operators are already car-
rying out trials of the new-generation services.
True announced it will focus on dense, down-
town areas, as well as industrial zones for the
initial stages of its roll-out.

The NBTC has announced it will allow
all telecom equipment vendors, including
Huawei Technologies of China, to participate
in deployments.

This commentary by Fitch Solutions is not a
comment on Fitch Ratings’ credit ratings. Fitch
Ratings analysts do not share data or information
with Fitch Solutions Macro Research.
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TECHNOLOGY

STEPPING DOWN

A source says NBTC boss Takorn Tantasith
has tendered his resignation and is possibly in

line for another post. B3

Takorn tenders resignation

Rumours over NBTC
chief’s future moves

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC)
secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith submitted his resignation letter
on Tuesday, reveals a source at the
agency, amid rumours he may be a
candidate for either an NBTC board
postor the digital economy and society
(DES) minister.

The letter was submitted only two

days after the NBTC's
momentous 5G spectrum
auction.
Mr Takorn submit-
ted the letter to NBTC
chairman Gen Sukit Kha-
masundara, though his
termisscheduled toend in
Septembery, the source said.
In the letter, the source
said Mr Takorn indicated
he has worked as the NBTC
secretary-general for seven years and
undertaken most efforts to shape regu-
lations governing both broadcast and
telecom industries, up until the com-
pletion of the 5G spectrum auction.
Mr Takorn believes this brings a
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Takorn: Believes he
has done all he can

close to his working term.

Mr Takorn declined to
comment about the issue
when asked by the Bang-
kok Post.

He said this is not a
matter for the public or the
country’s benefit.

Another source at the
NBTC who requested ano-
nymity said Mr Takorn has
had enough of the frequent
conflicts on the NBTC board.

The regulator’s board currently has
six members.

One of the members, Prawit Lee-
sathaporn, took sick leave for three
months, reducing the number of active

members to five.

Several recent votes by the board
ended up with 3:2 votes.

Another source at the agency who
requested anonymity said Mr Takorn
is preparing to become a candidate for
an NBTC board member seat.

The government is about to
start the recruitment process for
NBTC commissioners.

Mr Takorn may also have resigned
to leave the door open to be picked
as a candidate for DES minister, the
source said.

The NBTC chairman has the power
to turn down Mr Takorn’s resignation,
which would create another layer of
intrigue in the proceedings.
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