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Four apply for NBTC
board in new round

Bidders have until
June 22 to file name

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Some big names, including a former
air force chief, submitted their applica-
tions for membership of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) board yes-
terday — the first day of the seven-day
application period.

This third recruitment round is
highly anticipated to be successful
as another derailment could hinder
several key projects which the NBTC
aims to press ahead with, including
the planned auction of the 3500-mega-
hertz spectrum range.

The incumbent six commission-
ers are working under a special con-
dition in which their working terms
were extended by the previous mili-
tary regime until new commission-
ers come into the office. They were
originally due to leave the position in
October 2017.

The National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunica-
tions Commission
office on Phahon
Yothin Soi 8 in
Bangkok.
TAWATCHAI
KEMGUMNERD

The big names include former air
force chief ACM Manat Wongwat and
Col Peerawat Promgladpanao, director
of the committee monitoring and eval-
uating the performance of the NBTC
board. A total of four people applied
on the first day.

Col Peerawat said he expects this
round would be successful as the
selection committee has learned from
the past two derailments.

New NBTC board members should
be appointed in time as several key
items are awaiting consideration,
he said.

“Iam 100% confident in the compe-
tition but it is also up to the commit-
tee’s consideration,” said Col Peerawat.

ACM Manat previously joined
the second recruitment round and
became one of the 14 shortlisted can-
didates in February. He said this round
will be a shorter process based on the
amended NBTC act.

However, one telecom veteran who
requested anonymity said it would not
be easy to get seven new members
through a one-time procedure.

First, each of the seven candidates
must obtain approval from at least five
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out of a total of seven members of the
selection committee to qualify.

If no candidate in any sector is
selected through the voting, new
recruitment in those sectors will
be held.

Second, the list of seven names will
then be forwarded to the Senate and
each of them must obtain votes from at
least half of the senators to be qualified
as NBTC board members or 125 out of
250 senators.

Any selected candidates who fail to
get enough votes will not be able to
apply again if a new round of recruit-
ment is needed.

Based on the amended act, five
NBTC members will come from the
telecom, broadcasting, television,
consumer protection, and people’s
liberty and rights promotion sectors
and another two from areas deemed
to benefit the mission and duty of the
NBTC.

The selection committee later
defined the two latter fields as law and
economics.

Individuals aged 40-70 are allowed
to submit their applications at the Sec-
retariat of the Senate from June 16-22.
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