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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NT exits satellite
orbital slot auction

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

National Telecom (NT) does not plan
on participating in the auction of
satellite orbital slot packages slated
for Aug 28 as it lacks interest in satel-
lite investment, according to Digital
Economy and Society (DES) Minister
Chaiwut Thanakamanusorn.

Mr Chaiwut was told the decision
by the NT board chairman.

NT is not keen on investing in
the satellite business and the com-
pany is focusing on the 5G business
through the 700-megahertzrange, he
said.

NT was formed by a merger
between TOT and CAT Telecom, both
state telecom enterprises, in January
this year.

In the 5G spectrum auction last
year, CAT Telecom won 20MHz of
bandwidth on the 700MHz range,
worth 34.3 billion baht. TOT secured
200MHz of bandwidth on the 26-
gigahertz range.

Those spectrum ranges are now
owned by NT, which must make use of
them for the 5G business.

NT is figuring out a 5G strategy to
generate a revenue stream for the
company.

Thereare four orbital slot packages
up for auction by the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC).

The first consists of 50.5°East and
51°E slots with areserve price of 677
million baht; the second is 78.5°E
with a reserve price of 366.4 million;
the third involves 119.5°E and 120°E
with a reserve price of 393 million;
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and the last is for 126°E and 142°E
with areserve price of 364.6 million.

Mr Chaiwut made it clear it is not
necessary that all the slots be put up
for auction.

“Some orbital slots should be kept
for national security purposes, while
others can be reallocated via the
auction,” he said.

Mr Chaiwut said he has not dis-
cussed this point with the NBTC.

The NBTC previously planned to
hold the satellite orbital slot auction
on July 24, but on July 7 the board
postponed the event untilAug 28 after
only one firm — TC Space Connect,
a subsidiary of SET-listed satellite
service provider Thaicom — picked
up a bid packet.

Mu Space and Advanced Technol-
ogy, a local satellite and space tech
firm, bought a bid envelope in May,
but failed to submit a bid request by
the deadline on July 5.

The NBTC is allowing interested
parties anew opportunity to buya bid
envelope until Aug 6.

New bidders are allowed to submit
theirrequests and place a bank guar-
antee by Aug 11.

The list of qualified bidders who
have experience and pass the finan-
cial capability checks is scheduled
to be announced on Aug 24, while
an information session and mock
auction are slated for Aug 25.

Mr Chaiwut suggested earlier the
NBTC postpone the auction until
new NBTC board members take
office, saying the bidding requires
prudent consideration to ensure
optimum benefit for the country.
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