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Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, who also serves as
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eft), stands alhngsmé Dr Prasit

Watanapa, MD, dean of the Faculty of Medicine at Siriraj Hospital of Mahidol University (3rd from left), Han Zhigiang,
ambassador of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Thailand (far left); Abel Deng, CEO of Huawei Technologies,
Thailand (2nd from left), and Dr Visit Vamvanij, director of Siriraj Hospital (5th from left). GOVERNMENT HOUSE PHOTO

HEALTH
Siriraj set
to become
a smart
hospital

POST REPORTERS

Siriraj Hospital has launched the “Siriraj
World Class 5G Smart Hospital” project,
which it hopes will transform the hos-
pital into a role model for other public
hospitals in Thailand.

The project was launched in a cer-
emony presided over by Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha yesterday. It hopes
the model will improve its medical ser-
vices and overall efficiency.

Prasit Watanapa, dean of Mahidol
University’s Faculty of Medicine, which
runs Siriraj Hospital, said the project
— whichis supported by Huawei Tech-
nologies and the National Broadcasting

and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) — willsee 5G, cloud computing
and artificial intelligence (AI) technol-
ogy applied in various areas of medi-
cal practice.

The aim is to enhance the quality of
medical services as well as the produc-
tivity of medical institutions, to provide
people in remote areas with improved
access to advanced healthcare services.

The Siriraj World Class 5G Smart
Hospital project comprises nine sub-
projects, namely a smart emergency
medical service, smart emergency
rooms, a pathological diagnosis system
with 5G and Al, an Al platform for non-
communicable diseases, smart inven-
tory management, a permission-based
blockchain for personal health records,
smart logistics with a 5G self-driving
car, multi-access edge computing and
a hybrid cloud system.

“Siriraj Hospital will be the first hos-
pitalin Thailand to apply 5G technology
including cloud Al solutions in medical
services,” said Dr Prasit.

Col Natee Sukonrat, vice-chairman
of the NBTC, said the project began
after the National 5G Committee
gave its approval with the intention of
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improving Thailand’s public health ser-
vices. Once completed, the project will
be expanded to include other hospitals
nationwide, he said.

China’s ambassador to Thailand,
Han Zhiqgiang, said China is willing
to go all out to help Thailand fight the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“China is willing to work together
with Thailand to address common
challenges and drive economic devel-
opment, and will continue to support
Huawei and other Chinese compa-
nies in growing smart hospitals and
bringing better lives for Thai and Chi-
nese people.”

At the launch, Abel Deng, CEO of
Huawei Technologies (Thailand) intro-
duced the Innovation Lab at the Srisa-
varindira Building, which itbuilt as part
of its 5G infrastructure project for Siriraj
Hospital last year.

“This is a model for upgrading Thai-
land’s public health industry in the
future and it will contribute to Siriraj’s
transition to becoming a smart hospital,
in line with Huawei’s mission to grow in
Thailand and contribute to Thailand,’
he said.

On Dec 2, Huawei and Siriraj Hos-
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pital signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing to establish a smart platform
that will enhance the provision of
medical services. Under this five-year
agreement, Huawei will provide 5G
technology to the faculty, enabling
the immediate upgrade of the exist-
ing infrastructure.
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NBTC board quiet on
merger of DTAC, True

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The existing National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) board is holding back on push-
ing for any resolutions to govern the
planned merger of Total Access Com-
munication (DTAC) and True Corpo-
ration, as the Senate will vote on the
candidates of the new board members
on Monday.

Asource at the NBTC who requested
anonymity pointed out that the existing
NBTC board is now keeping a low pro-
file, makinglittle effort to come up with
aresolution to govern the merger deal
between the two major telecoms firms,
which some academics and consumer
advocates say would lead to market
dominance with mobile users paying
the price.

“They are holding back on making
decisions to deal with the issue as the
new board recruitment has come to the
final process with the list of seven board
candidates to be voted on by the Upper
House on Monday,” the source said.

The seven were chosen from a total
of 78 applicants by the Secretariat
of the Senate’s selection committee
in September.

Each of the seven must obtain votes
from at least half of the senators to qual-
ify as NBTC board members.

The source said the NBTC manage-
ment has yetto call in all related agen-
cies to discuss their roles in seeking
ways to govern the merger deal. The
NBTCis perceived as a key agency scru-
tinising the deal.

The mega-merger was announced by
Norway's Telenor, the parent of DTAC,

and conglomerate Charoen Pokphand
(CP) Group, the parent of True, ata joint
press conference on Nov 22,

Both indicated True and DTAC
will consolidate to form a new com-
pany that will move into technologi-
cal fields in addition to the traditional
telecom business.

The deal, according to telecom indus-
try pundits, is expected to finally sail
through regulatory challenges as both
DTAC and True are not telecom licen-
sees subject to the NBTC's supervision.

Neither True nor DTAC hold mobile
licences from the NBTC.

True has its mobile business arm,
True Move H Universal Communica-
tion (TUC), which obtained mobile
licences through spectrum range auc-
tions, while DTAC has a mobile arm,
DTAC TriNet, which holds mobile
licences granted by the NBTC.

However, the source indicated
the NBTC could still use its laws
and regulations to govern the deal if
the merger is seen to create market

NBTC management has
yet to call in all related
agencies to discuss
their roles in seeking
ways to govern the
merger deal.

ANONYMOUS
NBIC

dominance or unfair competition in
the mobile business.

The NBTC has the power to prohibit
mergers or acquisitions of telecom
licensees as well as thrash out specific
measures that can preventacts deemed
to cause monopoly or unfair competi-
tion practices, the source noted.

Meanwhile, all eyes are now on the
Senate’s vote on seven NBTC board
candidates on Monday.

The seven consist of Air Marshal
Thanapant Raicharoen, deputy secre-
tary-general of the NBTC, in the broad-
casting field; Kittisak Sriprasert, former
chief executive of CAT Telecom, in the
telecom field; Torpong Selanon, presi-
dent of the Thailand Association of the
Blind, in the field of people’s liberty and
right promotion.

Therest are Pirongrong Ramasoota,
a lecturer at Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity’s Faculty of Communication Arts,
in the TV field; Dr Sarana Boonbai-
chaiyapruck, a medical specialist and
a former member of the now-defunct
National Legislative Assembly, in the
field of consumer protection; First
Lieutenant Tanakrit Akeyokaya, deputy
manager of the Thai Media Fund, in the
legal field; and Suphat Suphachalasai,
director of Thammasat University’s
Thammasat Institute of Area Studies,
in the economic field.

Those who fail to obtain votes from
at least half of the senators will not be
able to re-apply if new recruitment
is needed.

According to the amended NBTC
Act, the new board must have at least
five out of seven members so they can
start operating.

The source said it is most likely that
at least five candidates will be voted in
favour so the new board can start func-
tioning in line with the government's
desire to end the NBTC's decision-
making vacuum.
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