Sectlon! Business/First Page - Business
Date: Thursdey 28 April 2022

Volume: - Na: - Page: B1(Bottom Right}

Harghah Past Collnch: 2665  Ad Value: 37,910 PRValue (x3): 111,930 Clip: Full Color
Circelation: TiH,000
Ak Patac | 400 Headline! New NETC board preps panels to vet merger
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
New NBTC board preps
panels to vet merger
KOMSAN HA who requested anonymity said
the creation of the four panels
The newly apgolnted board of the  was proposed by board membser
Mational Broadcastingand Telecom-  Suphat Suphachalasai.
munications Commission {(NBTC) Scrapping the former single sub-
has resolved to set up four subeom: — committes and setting up four new
mittees tovetthe planned mergerof  ones tovet the deal would Inevitably
True Corponstion and Total Access  affect the imeline of the planned
Commmunication {IITAC) merger, as the pane is responsilile
The subcommittees are in the  for ironing out measures fo goverm
fields of law; consumer protec-  the deal, the spurce said,
tion and civil rights; technology; "t is impossible for the four sub-
and economics. committess (0 wrap up their work
These panels replace a subcom- within the nest wo weeks, Toe pre-
miftee previously set up by the  viously expected the NETC w unveil
former NBTC board in February  the measures governing the deal by
1o serutinise the merger alter Troe May 15 the source said.
and DTAC submited a joint report True has insisted its menger plan
of theirmerger plan o the regulaior with DTAC cannot be delayed [rom
in lamuary. its proposed timeline targeting
The new board is trying to deal  completion by mid-Jumne, despite &
with the merger cautioushy as It ks reshufile of the telecom regulater's
breing wantchid by the public, b, True sent letters to all five
Trairat Viriyesirkul, depury sec-  NBTC board members last week
retary-generabol the NBTC, said the o update them on the merger
new hoard approved ataskroadmap  procedure and reiterate the com-
governing the merger deal. pany's timefine
Apart from establishing the four The merger was announced In
subcommittees, the board resobved  November 2021 as a plan fo create
to organise meetngs with three  anew technodogy company to move
focus groups: acudemics, consume s info achvamced technology, such as
and related businesses. The board  anificial intelligence, the cloud, the
also assigned its management and  Internet of Things and space tech
independent advisers v study te  The merger has drswn Tak from
sogial and economic impacts of  academics and consumer advo-
the deal. cates wh say itwould lead vo marker
A source in NETC management  dominance and reduce competition.
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