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Column: IN Brief: Court brings end to Channel 3 row

Clip: Black/White

INBrief

Court brings end
to Channel 3 row

MEDIA: The Central Administra-

tive Court yesterday told Bangkok
Entertainment Co, the holder of the
Channel 3 concession from MCOT Plc,
to start simulcast broadcasting for its
analogue channel.

The court order signals a compro-
mise in the dispute between Channel
3 and the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

The broadcasting regulator has
been trying to push channel 3 to air its
content on a digital platform for more
than a month.

The BEC Multi-Media Company
must submit its TV schedule to the
broadcasting committee before noon
tomorrow. The broadcasting commit-
tee will then hold a meeting to con-
sider the proposal later the same day.

News ID: C-141009001014 (9 Oct 14/05:13)
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Clip: Full Color

CH 3 CAN BROADCAST
ON SISTER CHANNEL

Channel 3 operator Bangkok
Entertainment Co (BEC) and the
national broadcasting commit-
tee yesterday reached an agree-
ment for BEC to broadcast most
of its analog programmes on dig-
ital channel 33 of its sister BEC-
Multimedia on October 10.

The agreement was
announced by both parties after
the hearing of the Central
Administrative Court yesterday
on a petition by BEC seeking an
injunction against the national
broadcasting committee's order
that all cable and satellite TV
networks drop Channel 3'sana-
log programming,

The court yesterday spent
five hours hearing submissions
from BEC and three members of
the broadcasting committee of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission.

BEC executive vice president
Surin Krittiyaphongphun along
with his legal team appeared in
the court, while the NBTC was
represented by commissioners
Peerapong Manakit, Thawatchai
Jittrapanun and Supinya
Klangnarong. -

Originally cable/satellite net-
works were ordered to drop

_Channel 3 by September 28. BEC
sought the injunction on
September 26 and the court on
the same day suspended the
committee’s order until October
11,and told the parties to seek
ways out of the problem.
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Headline: Next phase of NBTC voucher scheme may cover satellite set-top boxes

Clip: Black/White

Next phase of NBTC
voucher scheme may cover
satellite set-top boxes

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission is expected to consider allowing households
for the second round of voucher distribution to choose a
satellite-TV set-top box.

“Even though some network operators plan to expand
their coverage, we are worrying that some households might
not be able to view the digital TV channels. So letting them
use the coupons to buy a satellite set-top box will give peo-
ple another alternative,” Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC, said yesterday.

Some recipientslivein locations outside the range of ter-
restrial digital TV networks, he said.

Currently, the Bt690 vouchers can be used to buy only a
digital TV set-top box or a television set with built-in digi-
tal capability.

_In the first phase of the subsidy scheme, vouchers will
be given away tomorrow to 4.64 million households in 21
provinces, but there have been complaints that digital net-
works reach only 80 per cent of those provinces’ area.

In the second phase, vouchers will be sent to 12.4 mil-
lion households after March next year. '

The NBTC had been planning to give households three
purchase options - digital TV set-top box, digital TV set or
satellite/cable TV set-top box, before dropping the last one.

Altogether 42 digital set-top box vendors have joined
thevoucher scheme. Households can start using the vouch-
erson October 20 at modern trade and retail stores nation-
wide.
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Photo News: A scanner darkly

A scanner
darkly

A staff member

at the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission shows
how to use a digital
TV coupon at a
point of sales when
buying a set-top
box. Photocopies of
ID cards and house
registrations must
be shown to use
the coupon. The
first lot of coupons
will be distributed
tomorrow and is
expected to reach
consumers on
Saturday. THITI
WANNAMONTHA
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