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SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Channel 3 will start its simulcast broadcast-
ing today on the digital system on Chan-
nel 33 HD after the proposal was approved
yesterday by the National Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

This will prevent the analogue chan-
nel’s blackout and end the Channel
3-NBTC dispute.

BEC-Multimedia Co, the operator of
Channel 33 HD, and Bangkok Entertain-
ment Co, which holds the Channel 3 con-
cession, jointly submitted a TV program-
ming schedule for simulcast broad casting
to the NBTC.

Supinya Klangnarong, a broadcasting
commissioner, was glad to see Channel 3
agree to migrate its content to the digital
system, saying it was a good sign for the
fairness of the country’s digitisation.

All satellite and cable network providers
must follow the Sept 8 resolution by the

www.ignewsclip.com

i

ty

anl 3

broadcasting committee, which ordered
them not to carry Channel 3 on their plat-
forms any more. This is similar to Chan-
nels 7 and 9, which have already started
simulcast broadcasting.

Surin Krittayapongphan, executive
vice-president of BEC World Plc, claimed
Channel 3 could migrate 100% of its ana-
logue contentto the digital systemand do a
simulcast by 12.01am this morning.

Viewers can still watch Channel 3 on the
terrestrial TV system, while its content is
now available on Channel 33 HD on the
digital system and Channel 43 on the cable
and satellite platforms.

Banglkol Entertainment remains the
copyright owner for all content airing on
the digital TV channel. Hence, all revenue
from Channel 33 HD will be booked in the
old company, not BEC-Multimedia.

Channel 3 yesterday assured media
agencies that advertising airtime they
bought on the channel would reach the
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&7 iQNewsClip

Thailand Post staff
prepare a caravan
of trucks to deliver
digital TV coupons
that are expected
to reach 4.65
million households
in 21 provinces
today. Consumers
can use them to
buy set-top boxes
from Oct 21 to
May 31. APICHART
JINAKUL

to launch simulcast

same number of viewers and be charged
at the same rates.

However, the current content on Chan-
nel 33 HD will be moved to air on Channel
238D, another digital channel operated by
BEC-Multimedia.

An NBTC source said legal complica-
tions remained regarding self-operation
and different entities, and this might lead
toa problem overthe 2% annual licence fee.

Despite the migration to the digital
system, Channel 3 insists it will broadcast
on the analogue system until its concession
expires in 2020.

The dispute ran for more than a month
after Channel 3 refused to migrate its con-
tent to the digital system.

The NBTC’s broadcasting committee
resolved on Sept 1 to end the free status
for Channel 3 and on Sept 8 ordered cable
and satellite TV operators to drop the chan-
nel from their platforms within 15 days of
receiving notification.
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NEWS FEED

‘ (H ,,,.,NEL 3 SIMUL[AST

¥ 2 Everyone cancontinueto

5 enloythelr favourite Channel 3
programmes afterthe broadcast-

ling regulator yesterday approved

‘simulcast of its analog showson

a digltélchannel operated by its:
affiliate.

Supinya Klangnarong, a mem-
ber of the National Broadcasting
and Te[ecommumcatlons
Commission, said after an urgent
meeting that its five-member
broadcasting committee had
voted 3-2 to give the green light .
for BEC-Multimedia topass -
Channel 3 analog programmes
through its high-definition digital
terrestrial Channel 33 (3HD). .

‘Arepresentative from BEC-
Multimedia had yesterday sub-
mitted its TV schedule, whichis
similar to Channel 3's, to the com-
mitteeforapproval. .

The move was necessary
because under the NBTC's policy
tomove Thailand into the digital -
era, Channel 3 analog is no longer. -
classifiedas a free TV service. As

such, it was to be removed from

.cable and satellite TV platform_s_

ctomormowat 4.30pm; -0 ;_

03 -~ Bangkok Entertamment 348
Company (BEC) the'operator of
‘Channel 3, is a sister company of
BEC-Multimedia, which operates -
three terrestrial-based digital
channels; two forvariety pro-
gramming in high and standard
definition, and one for chlldren
and families, «

BEC executive vice presmient
Surin Krittiyaphongphun said
Channel 3 would become avail-
.able on the digital platform some
‘time between Tipm and midnight . .
yesterday. Cable and satellite TV -
viewers can also epjoy thistop TV
station’s programmes on Channel
4al under the NBTC's “must carry”
rule.
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| QUICKNEWS |

Myanmar women arrested over
illegal phone-call service

Eight Myanmar women have been
arrested in Ranong province in connection
with the case of a phone signal being
hijacked to provide anillegal worldwide
call service.

National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission chair-
man Thakorn Tanthasit yesterday said
NBTC officials and police had conducted
an under-warrant search of a three-storey
commercial building in tambon Bang
Non, following a report of someoneille-
gally using the UHF 450-megahertz fre-
quency from the premises.

During the search, police arrested
eight female Myanmar “phone-call oper-
ators” and seized 37 telephones and
books recording customers’ recipient
phone numbers.

They also found many antennas and
31signal boxes on the building’s sky deck,
which after official inspection were con-
firmed to have been used in the unautho-
rised signal usage, he said.

NBTC senior official Charan Khaokaew
said the llegal use of a phone signal to
make worldwide calls had reportedly
been going on for more than a year, with
customers being charged Bt50 per
minute.

The suspects now face charges of set-
ting up a telecommunication station and
using a frequency without permission.

A police investigation found that a
Myanmar national had been renting the
building for Bt20,000 a month as a “living
quarters foremployees”, )

Police are now looking for the head of
the operation.
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All horses at the digital-TV gate thanks to TRICKY COMPROMISE

ring Sorrayuth

Suthassanachinda, Kitti
Singhapat and other members of the
“Channel 3 news family” might be the
easiest thing to understand about the
whole sordid Channel 3 analog saga.

The commercial conveys the
important message that viewers can
watch the “Channel 3s” anywhere,
right now — meaning its four incarna-
tions. The timing couldn’t be better.
Today Channel 3 analog will begin
simulcasting content to its “sister”,
Channel 3 HD.

The tug-of-war between Channel
3'sowners and the National
Broadcast and Telecommunication
Commission (NBTC) has at last ended
ina compromise.

Channel 3 analog tried but failed to
maintain its free status, and yet the
Administrative Court’s ruling makes it
look like the winner. Its shows are to
be simulcast on Channel 3 HD, a move

the station had all along insisted was
illegal but is now happy to accommo-
date. All it has to do is make sure
those shows go out smoothly toits HD
channel. It's left to the NBCT to
resolve any potential legal fallout.

The precise details are being kept
under wraps for the moment while the
regulator and the station maintaina
wary “don't ask, don’t tell” silence. But
at least we have the assurance that
Channel 3, the industry leader, won't
try to bring down the entire edifice
erected for digital TV. The very legality
of the NBCT had been in questionat -
one point.

Natee Sukhonrat, chairman of the
broadcasting watchdog, has acknowl-
edged that legal issues remain.

To start with, two different firms
run Channel 3 analog and Channel 3
HD, Bangkok Entertainment Co oper-
ating the former under a concession
with Mcot and BEC-Multimedia in
charge of the latter. Simulcasts could

Q promotional “music video” star-

VEENA THOOPKRAJAE
veena@nationgroup.com

therefore be in'violation of Article 43
of the Frequency Allocation Act, as
well as an NBTC rule that digital
licence-holders must produce at least
60 per cent of the content on offer.

Everyone knew these rules and reg-
ulations going in, but finding a way
around them proved so tricky that the
debate dragged on and on.

Oddly enough, the NBTC has also
welcomed the court's compromise

solution. But perhapsitisindeeda ,
winner too if the ultimate goal is to
force Channel 3 analog to hop aboard
the digital train. It has prevailed, in
that sense. Unfortunately for the reg-
ulator, its lawyers must now find a
path across a legal quagmire to ratio-
nalise the arrangement. All docu-
ments pertaining to Bangkok
Entertainment and BEC-Multimedia
and their respective powers (and
accounting) will be in.-for considerable
scrutiny.

Naturally everyone in the industry
is following developments closely, not
least Channel 7, chief rival to Channel
3 analog. It has made it clear that it
won't tolerate any form of competi-
tive edge being granted to Channel 3
analog.

The court ruling was vague on the
matter, saying both channels would
have the same privileges, but Channel
7 could be forgiven for taking umbrage
whenit's been obeying NBTC direc-
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tions from the beginning.

Television's others big guns have
applauded the court decision simply
because it clears the decks for the
NBTC to get on with distributing cash
coupons with which consumers can
buy the set-top equipment they need
to watch digital content. :

It weuld be fair for the regulator to
blame the coupon delay at leastin
part on the Channel 3 “problem”.
Channel 3 certainly failed to see the
irony in citing the delay as one of the -
reasons it didn’t want to go digital just
yet — the viewers weren't equipped to
see it anyway. Chicken-or-egg jokes
can be funny. This one wasn't.

With the “preliminaries” over and
the ballgame finally ready to begin,
everyone is on his front foot and keen
to get moving, the sooner the better
to bring in advertising revenue.

Channel 3 analog, theoretically on
an equal footing with every other
channel, is evidently hoping its “happy

family” music video will start tipping
the balanceinits favour. It needn't
worry much, of course, since its fan
base is by far the largest in the coun-
try. It's the other stations seeking to
steal those viewers that might give
Channel 3 pause.

The latest AGB Nielsen ratings
show Workpoint's digital channel
doing very well, ahead of Channel 5,
NBT and Thai PBS, and Channel 8
from RS is outgunning NBT and PBS
too.

What we're watching, however, is a
marathon race, and there’s bound to
be a lot of surges and fallbacks as this
year proceeds into next.

Meanwhile, even if neither the
NBTC nor Channel 3 analog can really
claim to be the outright winner in their
confrontation, it turns out that we, the
viewers, might have come out best of
all. New shows are appearing all the
time, and those couponswill soon be
on their way.
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