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NBTC tells ICT
Ministry that TOT
must hand over
spectra for auction

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission has
told the Information and Com-
munications Technology Ministry that
TOT must hand over its 900MHz and
470MHz spectrum bands so they can
be auctioned.

The watchdog also told the ministry
to inform CAT Telecom that it wanted
toreclaim thrstate agency’sidle 25MHz
of 1800MHz bandwidth so it could be
auctioned. ;

If CAT had: no'plans to use it, it
should return the spectrum, said
NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith.

The NBTC informed the ministry
late last week about its desire to re-
claim the bands, in what was the
first meeting of their joint panel. The
panel was founded to create colla-
borations to propel the Information
and Communications Technology
industry.

As part of the state agency’s survival
plan, TOT told Technology Minister
Pornchai Rujiprapaearly last week that
it wanted to hold onto the 900MHz
spectrum after Advanced Info Service’s
concession expired in September next
year, returning it when itslicence ended
in 2025. '

TOT granted the 900MHz conces-
sion to AIS.

News ID: C-141013003063 (13 Oct 14/06:13)
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CAT granted the concession for the

50MHz bandwidth of 1800MHz to

Total Access Communication and the
concession ends in 2018. Of the total
bandwidth, DTAC currently uses only
half.

‘No response’

“Once the 900MHz concession
expires, TOT has to return it for the
auction, which will generate income for
the state coffers,” Takorn said.

“In the case of the idle 25MHz
bandwidth of 1800MHz, we once
told CAT we want to reclaim it for
auction but CAT made no response to
us. Therefore, we asked the ministry to
talk with CAT on this issue on our
behalf”

TOT holds the rights to the 2.3GHz,
2.1GHz, 900MHz and 470MHz fre-
quencies. g

Once the NBTC had instructed
TOT to return the 470MHz spectrum
but it declined and mounted a legal
challenge in the Central Administrative
Court.

Takorn said that the NBTC had
asked the ministry to look into this
case.

The NBTC originally planned to
call bids for the 1,800MHz spec-
trum bands of TrueMove and Digital
Phone Co and the 900MHz of AIS
this year but the National Council for
Peace and Order instructed the regula-
tortopostpone the auction plan forone
year.

The 1800MHz concessions of
TrueMove and DPC expired last
September.

In a separate matter, the ministry
and the NBTC have jointly drawn up
the framework to amend the frequen-
cy allocation law, the telecom and
broadcasting laws and the computer
crime law. It aims to finish the amend-
ments in one year.
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Headline: Panel to mull licence fee for Channel 33

Clip: Black/White

Panel to mull
licence fee for
Channel 33

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

The broadcasting committee of
the national watchdog will soon
discuss the principle of collecting
the annual licence fee from BEC-
Multimedia for operating digital
TV Channel 33.

However, Surin Kritayapong-
phan, anexecutivevice president of
BECWorld, the parent company of
BEC-Multimedia, said last week
that Channel 33 should notbe sub-
jected to the licence fee as it does
not generate revenue from simul-
castingthe analog contentofits sis-
ter firm Bangkok Entertainment
Co (BEC), the operator of Channel
3.Itis BECthatgainsrevenue from
its programmes, he said.

BEC-Multimediaoperates three
digital TV channels, including
Channel 33. BEC started simul-
casting analog content on that
channel on Fridav.
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Supinya Klangnarong, abroad-
casting commissioner, believes
Channel 33 has generated revenue
from BEC’s content on its channel.

ThawatchaiJittrapanun, anoth-
erbroadcastingcommissioner, said
BEC-Multimedia should be asked
to pay licence fee on the simulcast
content that is aired on cable and
satellite TV networks. All cable-sat
TV operators have carried the dig-
ital TV programmes of all channels.

Surinsaid BEC-Multimediahas
also adopted a simulcast model
similar to that of Bangkok
Broadcasting and Television Co
(BBTV), which operates analog
Channel 7, and MCOT, which runs
the analog Modernine channel.

BBTV and MCOT operate both
analog and digital channels and
simulcast their analog content on
their digital TV channels.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) considers that BBTV and
MCOT'sdigital TV channelsdonot
make revenue from the simuleast
content, so they are not subject to
the licence fee.

This is unlike the case of BEC,
which operates only the analog
channel, while its sister company
operates the digital TV channels.
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