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NBTC proposes overhaul

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) will
propose the cabinet scrap its two commit-
tees governing telecoms and broadcast-
ing businesses and allow the board full
authority to allocate spectra and make
important decisions.

The move is in line with the process to
amend the Frequency Allocation Act to
eliminate impractical sections and ensure
transparency, said a source at the regula-
tory body.

The source said NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith has already signed the
proposal and will submit it to the cabinet
by the end of this month.

If the cabinet approves the proposal, it
will be passed to the National Legislative
Assembly to process into law.

NBTC vice-chairman Col Settapong
Malisuwan agreed with Mr Takorn because
the regulator found several impractical sec-
tions after the act came into effect in 2010.

The NBTC's current structure is designed
by the Frequency Allocation Act’s section
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35, which dictates it have two commit-
tees, one for telecoms and another for
broadcasting.

The NBTC board has a total of 11
commissioners including the chairman,
while both the telecom and broadcast-
ing committees are each composed of
five commissioners.

Both committees have full authority to
approve issues and make important deci-
sions such as allocating spectrum ranges
for public and industrial benefit.

The NBTC board is responsible for the
final approval of resolutions before they are
endorsed as regulations.

Col Settapong, who is also chairman
of the telecom committee, suggested the
current committee should downgrade its
authority to be just a panel giving sug-
gestions to the NBTC board during the
amendment period of the Frequency Allo-
cation Act.

He said many sections also need to be
amended under the legislative process
including the NBTC'’s management struc-
ture, the number of commissioners and
the selection process for commissioners.
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NBTC moves
to merge two
key panels

LEGAL AMENDMENT
SOUGHT TO AVERT
POSSIBLE CONFLICTS

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
will propose the merger of its
broadcasting and telecom com-
mittees into a single panel to pre-
vent the possibility of legal con-
flicts created by one committee
affecting the whole organisation.

This issue surfaced after NBTC
general secretary Takorn Tantasit
posted on his personal Twitter
account on Monday a picture of a
confidential paper mentioning
such an amendment to the 2010
act that established the commis-
sion. But the message was deleted
around noon yesterday. Takorn
denied yesterday that he posted
that Twitter message but he hint-
ed that such an amendment would
be possible to unite the NBTC’s
powers before theimplementation
of a new constitution, which could
reorganise and restructure all
independent bodies, including the
NBTC.

A source at the NBTC said that
under this proposal, key sections
related to roles and obligations of
the two committees in the Act on
Organisation to Assign Radio
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Frequency and to Regulate the
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Services BE 2553 (2010)
would be amended.

The key part to be amended
would be in Chapter 2, “Business
Operation Regulations”, covering
Sections 35t040. Under these sec-
tions, the five members of the
broadcasting committee have their
own rights and powers to act on
behalf of the NBTC to regulate the
broadcasting industry. Separately,
another five members of the tele-
com committee have similar obli-
gations to take care of the telecom-
munications sector.

The proposed merger would
pave the way for all 11 members of
the NBTC to work together as a
single body to improve the effi-
ciency of management and gov-
erning the broadcasting and
telecommunications industries,
with everyone moving in the same
direction. It could also facilitate
preparation for the transition to
the digital age and next year’s
implementation of the AEC.

The source said that working as
one panel would help avoid a vote
by a majority of voters in one com-
mittee having a legal impact on all
11 commissioners. This proposal is
expected to be submitted to the
government for approval before
going to the National Legislative
Council for final adjustment and
announcement in the Royal
Gazette.
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Seizing T-shirts a sign of
paranoia: magazine editor

PRAVIT ROJANAPHRUK
THE NATION

THE EDITOR of the left-wing Same Sky
(Fah Diew Kan) magazine hasaccused the
militaryjuntaofover-reacting and becom-
ing paranoid after T-shirts at the maga-
zine's booth at Book Expo Thailand were
removed by police and banned for possi-
ble infringement of the lese majeste law.

Thanapol Eawsakul, the magazineedi-
tor,who hasbeen detained by the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) twice
without charge since the coup, said the
threats came even before the removal of
three-types of T-shirt on Sunday.

He said the junta wanted to inspect
Same Sky’s booth even before the Book
Expo at Queen Sirikit Convention Centre
opened on October 15. However, the
organiser, the Publishers and Booksellers
Association of Thailand, refused to yield
to the request for a search of the Same Sky
booth.

Thanapolyielded toone demandbythe
military, exercising its power under mar-
tial law, when the NCPO asked him last
week to remove a Facebook posting of an
interview with a Thammasat University
political scientist deemed ecritical of the
junta.

“The Same Sky [journal] is being
watched no matter what we do. I'm wor-
ried about the sales of our books. It also
reflects the paranoia [of the military
junta],” Thanapol said yesterday.

He added that the NCPO was well
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aware that what they did by staging the
coupwaswrongand weretroubled by crit-
icism.

Charun Homtientong, president of the
Publishers and Booksellers Association,
defended the NCPO, saying the organiser
was not being threatened.

“They used a rather polite method and
came to talk with me as the organiser,” he
said, adding that an organiser has to be
careful.

Inarelated development, about 40rep-
resentativesfrom amediaassociation yes-
terday submitted aletter to Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha, urging him to relax
regulations so that community radio sta-
tions could operate and receive trial oper-
ating licences.

The group, led by Pongpat
Kaewsrithongthada, filed the petition
through the PM’s Office, saying thatbroad-
casts by 5,000 community radio stations
had been suspended afterthe May 22 coup
as they did not possess trial operating
licences.

Operators had requested licences from
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission, he
said, but there was no clear timeframe
when they would receive them.

Some community radio stations had
made a large investment in these busi-
nesses and feared their investment might
be lost. He pleaded with Prayut to relax
coup orders by allowing the stations to
resume operations and grant them the
licences.
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