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As revenue from its own channel declines, TV5 to focus on network

Boonyarit Wissamol

'WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION '

NATION

THE Royal Thai Army Radio and

Television Station Channel 5 (TV5)
is banking on revenue from usage of

its broadcasting network by digital

TV operators to compensate for

declining earnings from its TV busi-

ness unit while it transforms into a
public TV service for national secu-
rity purposes. ‘

Maj-General Boonyarit
Wissamol, director of policy and
planning at TV5, said the terrestrial-
based digital broadcasting network
was expected to be completely estab-
lished by 2017.

The Armysaysithasinstalled ng—
ital TV transmitters at 19 sites, cov-
ering about 70 per cent of the coun-
try’s households. By the end of next

year, it targets adding 20 towers to"

reachupto 90 percentofhouseholds,
and toreach allviewers by mid-2016
by adding gap fillers.

In addmon to thls, it has ear-
marked Bt3 billion for its two-year
plantorolloutitsown digital TV net-
work.

“Once our digital TV [network]
service is fully in place, we expect to
receive a full stream of revenue from
our clients, and this will become
major source of revenue for TV5,
about 50 per cent of the total”
Boonyarit said. -

He suggested the National

Broadcasting and Telecommunica-

“tions Commission (NBTC) should

put more emphasis on public rela-
tions and educational campaigns
about digital TV as soon as possible
to help speed up the transition from
analogtechnology. This would ensure
that network providers like TV5 and
broadcasters reach awider audience.

Ofthe four network providers for
terrestrial-based digital television,
TV5 is the largest in terms of capac-
ity and number of clients. Its rivals
are MCOT, the Public Relations

Department, and Thai® Public
Broadcasting Service (Thai PBS).
TV5’s clients are Channel 7 HD,

. One HD, GMM Channel, Workpoint

Creative TV, Nation TV, Now26, New
TV, True4U, Mono29, TNN24,

' Amarin TV, Bright TVand PPTVHD.

The Army also uses its own network
to transmit its TV5 channel.

Public TV for national security

In preparation for intense com-
petition in the broadcasting industry
after the arrival of the digital terres-
trial = TV. business, = Géneral
Pakkapong Praijantr, deputy direc-
torfor TV programming at TV5, said
the station had prepared a four-year
transition plan to become a public
TV service for national-security pur-
poses.

According to this change, TV5

must comply with the NBTC's regu-
lations ‘governing 12 public TV
broadcasters. In the national-secu-
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rity category, TV5 would be allowed
to sell only eight to 10 minutes of
advertising time per hour. Currently
it is allowed to sell 12 minutes per
hour like other commercial terres-

+trial TV channels.

Pakkapong said the station would
also increase the proportion of news

. and information related to national-

security issues to 70 per cent of the
total from 60 per cent currently with-
in four years.

To prepare for this change, TV5
recently opened a new tower for its
offices, recreational facilities, nine
studios, conference rooms and an
auditorium. Its parking garage can .
accommodate about 600 cars.

The tower is equipped with digi-
tal broadcasting technology.

Wlththesenewfamhtles TV5 will i
be able to expand its capablhty to
serve in-house production, particu-
larly live shows, and transmit them
in digital format through various
channels within two years.
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TOT,CAT plan
joint task force
on infrastructure

STATE FIRMS DO NOT SEE NEED TO MERGE

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION .

TOT and CAT Telecom have set up
ajointtask force to coordinate their
plan to utilise their vast ICT infra-
structure to serve the government’s
move to create a digital economy.

The working committee,
chaired by Suranan
Wongvithayakamjorn, a board
director of TOT, will maptheir net-
works in each province to see how
they can be used to support the dig-
ital economy policy.

Both state enterprises believe
they do not have to merge to
combine their strength but can
work together via the task force,
while each will try on its own to

s survive.

TOT has already approached
five majortelecom operators about
becoming a partner of any of its six
core businesses in an effort to stay
alive in the industry.

The state enterprise sent letters
last week to Advanced Info Service
(AIS), Total Access
Communication (DTAC), True
Corp, Samart Corp and Loxley, in
line with the policy ofits new board
to seek strong strategic allies.

Last week TOT insisted to the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) that it wants to continue
holding the precious 2.3GHzband
with 64MHz of bandwidth to pro-
vide its existing rural telephone
service and to develop other serv-
ices in the future, Thanapat
Raichareon, deputy secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC, said last week.
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TOT informed the NBTC of this
desire at the NBTC’s meeting with
focus groups last week on its plan
to reclaim 700MHz, 2.3GHz
and 2.6GHz for reallocation by
auction.

TOT has also declined to hand
over the 470-694MHz frequency
range to the NBTC, which wants to
reallocate this range to the broad-
casting industry.

Analog TV broadcasters use
700MHz but the NBTC wants to
reclaim the 700MHz for realloca-
tion. It needs to reclaim the 470-
694MHz band for the industry to
use in place of 700MHz.

MCOT informed the watchdog
at the same meeting that it wants
to keep the 2.6GHz spectrum to
provide a future service. MCOT
had granted 2,572-2,600MHz to
TrueVisions to provide service
under its concession, which
expired in September.

Like TOT and MCOT, the Public
Relations Department told the
NBTCitwould declineto hand over
the 2,504-2,528MHz band to the
watchdog.

Other organisations such as
PTT, Army and Electricity
Generating Authority of Thailand
decided to switch to using other
frequencies, instead ofthe 2.3GHz
and 2.6GHzthey currently use, but
within five years.

The NBTC had asked them to
switch to other frequencies within
three years.

Thanapat said he would submit
the outcome of the focus group
meeting to the NBTC to develop
the spectrum recovery plan.
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