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Headline: NBTC warns three digital-TV operators
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| i ® :
;ﬁl‘HE operators of three digital-TV.
1annels for children’s and family

mes have been warned by
e

roadca.stmg regulator to adjust

ules do not comply with the

regulations governing such terres-
a]-based d%g!tal channels.

. 58 _aSOmbat Leetapata, acting deputy

§éeretary -general of the National

casting and Telecommunica- -

';mnsConmnssmn,sa.ldyesterdaythat
its broadecasting committee would
hold a workshop with the operators
of the MCOT Family, 3Family.and
Loca channels this month to discuss
ihe’oon'ect schedulmgunderthe reg-
ations.
~ BEC- Multtmedla runs  the
‘b‘Famﬂychannel while Loca is oper-
by Thai TV.

~ “We are witnessing that those TV
’broadcasters are providing general
: W ' programmes, not edutainment

srogrammes for children of different .

, particularly those in pre-school
orprimaryschool. Theyare supposed
ttoplace theiremphasis more on those
?:eas, he explained. He said this was
e second time that the NBTC's
roadcasting committee had warned
%hethree channel operators about the
: jrdblem Ifthereisno lmprovement
after the current warning, the com-
- ﬁmttee might take administrative

ion, mcludmg ﬁnes, agamstthem ;

e added.
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?the!r” rogramming, as their current -

NBTC warns three
gltal -TV operators

Meanwhile, the broadcasting

panel yesterday approved the estab-

lishment of a working committee to

follow up and elaborate on the tran-
‘sition plan for the Army’s TV5 station
to become a public-TV broadcaster

for national-security programming.

Thenewcommittee comprisesfive

people:tworepresentatives fromTV5
and anothertwo from the NBTC, plus

 Pirongrong Ramasoota, mediaexpert
- and academic from Chulalongkom. -

University.

Inpreparahonformtensecompe—
tition in the broadcasting industry |

following the arrival of digital terres-

trial TV, General Pakkapong
Praijantr, deputy director for the TV
programming department at TV5,
said the station had prepared a four-
yeartransition plan tobecomea pub-
lic-TV broadcasting service for

national-security purposes.
Under the proposed change, TV
must comply with the NBTC's regu-

lations governing the 12 pubhc—TV.

broadcasters.

For the category of national secu-
rity, TV5would beallowed tosell only
between eight and 10 minutes of
advertising on its channel
Currently, itisallowed to sell 12 min-
utes per hour, like other commercxal
terrestrial-TV channels.

TV5 will also increase the pro-
portion of news and information

related tonational-securityissuesto
70 per cent of its time slots, from 60

per cent at present, w:thm the next

four years.
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TV channels ordered to revise programming

Child content rule
not met, says NBTC

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
ordered three children’s channels and
army-run Channel 5 to revise their pro-
gramming and operations, saying they
failed to meet content requirements.

The order came after the regulator con-
ducted an evaluation of the digital TV chan-
nels’ content.

It found their content did not comply
with the purpose of the channel licences.
Channel 5 is a public-purpose channel for
national security.

Sombat Leelapata, the NBTC's acting
deputy secretary-general, said the three
children’s channels — MCOT Kids and
Family, Channel 3 Family and the Loca
Channel — did not offer real content for
children. Most of their content is appropri-
ate for general viewers, while they lack good

content for younger children.

The category of children’s channel is
meant to help develop appropriate content
for children, which is supposed to lead to
knowledge enhancement among the coun-
try's youth.

“We found the three children’s channel
operators misunderstood the channel’s
concept and what was appropriate content
for children,” Mr Sombat said.

The NBTC will organise a workshop
for TV operators and content specialists
to help them design appropriate content
for children.

However, children’s channel opera-
tors responded it was too early to evaluate
them, as they were still in the initial stage
and needed time to create good content.

Channel 3 acquired a children’s channel
licence because it wanted to give back to
society, while MCOT is prominent in creat-
ing children’s content during the weekend
morning time slot.

Thai TV, operator of the Loca Channel, is
a new player in children’s channels.

Channel 5 was granted a public-purpose
channel licence in the national security
category last year along with two network

News ID: C-141104001096 (4 Nov 14/06:00)
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provider licences.

The army-run channel must adjust itself
by gradually increasing informative content
to 70% of the total within four years.

Channel 5 has not met the NBTC's
requirement yet, Mr Sombat said.

One year after the licence was awarded,
its informative content remains lower than
70%, at 40%, while variety shows continue
to account for most content.

Mr Sombat said a joint committee
would be set up soon with representatives
from Channel 5, NBTC and academics
to help oversee the adjustment of Chan-
nel 5 to a real public-purpose channel for
national security.

During the transition period, Channel 5
can still earn revenue from advertising, but
this cannot be for profit.

Channel 5 still has revenue from
digital TV network rental fees from its
two networks.

In a related development, the NBTC’s
broadcasting committee approved 63.5
million baht yesterday to create public
awareness about digital TV after it found
most Thais still lacked information about
the field.

Children
participate in
games and
activities for a
TV programme
broadcast

on Thai PBS.
The NBTC has
called for three
operators of
children’s
channels

to improve
content.
PATTANAPONG
HIRUNARD
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