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Headline: Govt tables plan for more NBTC checks

POLITICS

Govt tables plan for more NBTC checks

Regulator spends too
much, Wallop claims

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

The government is considering tabling
an amendment to the law governing the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) to make
it more transparent and accountable
amid growing concerns over its spend-
ing decisions.

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-
ngam has floated the idea of amending the
law while addressing concerns raised by

the National Legislative Assembly (NLA)
about the NBTC's huge spending in the
2013 fiscal year.

NLA member Wallop Tangkananurak
told the chamber the regulator has spent
more than necessary and has been spend-
ing more than the country can afford.

According to MrWallop, the 11-member
NBTC earmarked 36 million baht for sala-
ries, which he considered “normal’, and
another 61 million as expenses for 105
overseas study trips totalling 632 days.

About 118 million baht was reported as
expenses for the commissioners’ 110 staff:
31 advisers, 10 secretaries, 20 assistant sec-
retaries, 40 office staff and nine drivers.
These staff received fixed salaries, bonuses,
meeting allowances, medical care and

domestic and overseas study tours.

Moreover, the NBTC set up 65 sub-
committees and 37 working panels which
incurred expenses of 46 million baht and
three million baht respectively.

Mr Wallop’s concerns focused on
spending on overseas trips.

“When they were interviewed during
the selection process, they all claimed to
be smart and knowledgeable. After they
were selected, they had to go overseas for
study,” he said.

Mr Wallop called on the government to
do something to make the NBTC account-
able for its spending.

“Some people say the NBTC com-
missioners can spend the way they do
because the law allows them to propose

and approve their own budget,” he said.
“Does the government have any plans
to improve the NBTC’s budget planning
or put its spending under parliamentary
scrutiny? And does the government have
any measures to deal with this?” he said.
Mr Wissanu told the NLA there is noth-
ing the government can do about the
NBTC’s spending. The broadcasting and
telecom regulator is not a state agency and
is notunder the government’s supervision.
He noted that the lawwhich established
the NBTC allows it to generate revenue
and draw up its own budget plan and it
is not legally required to be reviewed
by parliament.
“This is by design because the law
would have the NBTC be independent. The
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law would give the agency a free hand in
budget management,” he said.

However, Mr Wissanu said the govern-
ment may propose amendments to the law
to ensure transparency.

“The Budget Bureau was asked what
it could do so the parliament can exam-
ine the NBTC budget and spending. The
answer is it is not possible. Summoning
them to answer questions doesn’t help,’
he said.

According to Mr Wissanu, the Office
of the Auditor-General has reviewed the
NBTC's spending in the 2013 fiscal year
and forwarded its report to the cabinet.

Mr Wallop yesterday suggested the
NBTC should publicly disclose its spend-
ing or be disbanded.
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